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THE GATHERING 

 
Welcome to this celebration of the Eucharist on the fifth Sunday 

of Lent. Today is often referred to as ‘Passion’ Sunday and it 
marks the beginning of Passiontide, the last fortnight of Lent, 

during which the Cross comes more and more clearly into focus 
in our worship.  

 
The President begins the service 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
All and also with you. 
 
All Almighty God  

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. Let us confess our sins, 
praying to be raised us from the death of sin and refreshed 
with the breath of his life giving Spirit. 
 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 

All Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
        Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 

 

 



O God, you know my foolishness 
and my sins are not hidden from you: 

All Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
        Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
 

Let not the flood overwhelm me nor the depths swallow 
me up; 
let not the pit shut its mouth upon me: 

All Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
        Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
 

Hear me, O Lord, as your loving kindness is good; 
turn to me as your compassion is great: 

All Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
        Kyrie, Kyrie eleison 
 

God the Father, who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
promises forgiveness and new life through his Holy Spirit 
who dwells in you. Receive his pardon and his peace, and 
grace that you may serve him in newness of life.   

All  Amen 
 

If we had been in church today, this service would have been a 
‘Moving Liturgy’ and we would have begun the service with the 
font as our focus. The President would have sprinkled the 
people with water from the font as a sign of God’s cleansing 
and a reminder of Baptism; and as the water touched you, you 
may have made the sign of the cross as an act of receiving 
God’s grace.  
Why not make the sign of the cross as we sing this hymn: 
 

My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown, 
That they might lovely be. 
O, who am I, 
That for my sake 
My Lord should take  
Frail flesh, and die? 



He came from his blest throne, 
Salvation to bestow: 
But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know. 
But O, my Friend,  
My Friend indeed, 
Who at my need  
His life did spend! 
 
Sometimes they strew his way, 
And his sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day 
Hosannas to their King. 
Then 'Crucify!'  
Is all their breath, 
And for his death  
They thirst and cry. 
 
Why, what hath my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
He gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! 
Yet they at these 
Themselves displease, 
And 'gainst him rise. 
 
They rise, and needs will have 
My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he  
To suffering goes, 
That he his foes  
From thence might free. 
 



In life no house, no home, 
My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb, 
But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
Heav'n was his home; 
But mine the tomb 
Wherein he lay. 
 
Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine; 
Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like thine! 
This is my Friend, 
In whose sweet praise 
I all my days 
Could gladly spend. 

 
The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then 
sings the Collect for the day, the opening prayer of the 
Eucharist. 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we 
may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

We sit for the first reading, Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me 
out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 



were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



The second reading, Romans 8:6-11 
 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
We remain seated for the Gradual Psalm   
 

Jesus reigns, our Lord and King. 
 
Let all nations clap their hands, 
Sing to God with hymns of praise, 
For the Lord is high and to be adored, 
The great King over all the earth. R 
 
He is gone up with shouts of joy, 
The trumpet sounds as the Lord ascends: 
O sing praises to our God, 
Sing praises to our King. R 
 
For God is King of all the earth, 
His mighty acts shall be proclaimed: 
The Lord is King over all the world, 
He reigns in glory on his throne. R 

 
 



The Gospel, John 11:1-45 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  

All sing Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and given him the name that is above every name. 

All sing  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 The Lord be with you 
All sing And also with you 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John 
All sing Glory to you O Lord. 
 

A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But 
when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. Then after this he said to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 



not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ When 
Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.’ When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus 
had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her 
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where 
have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 



dying?’ Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All sing Praise to you O Christ. 
 
The Sermon Fr Robin Harger 
 
We proclaim the Creed. 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
Let us pray to the Father through his Son 
who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption. 
 
Fill with your Spirit Christ’s broken body, the Church … 
Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing 
to take up the cross and to understand its mysterious glory. 



By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Lord, save us and help us. 
 
Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much 
that you sent your Son to suffer and to die … 
Strengthen those who work to share 
the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Lord, save us and help us. 
 
Bring healing by the wounds of Christ 
to all who are weighed down by pain and injustice … 
Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and the dying, 
to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, 
and in his passion to know their salvation. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Lord, save us and help us. 
 
Welcome into paradise all who have left this world in your 
friendship … 
According to your promises, 
bring them with all your saints 
to share in all the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 
Lord, save us and help us. 
 
At the end of the prayers all say together 
    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Peace 
 
The President introduces the peace  

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one 
body by the cross. We meet in his name and share his 
peace. 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 
We sing a hymn during which the gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented and bread and wine are placed on the 
Altar.  
 

It is a thing most wonderful, 
almost too wonderful to be, 
that God's own Son should come from heaven, 
and die to save a child like me. 
 
And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept, and toiled, and mourned, and died 
for love of those who loved him not. 
 
But even could I see him die, 
I could but see a little part 
of that great love, which, like a fire, 
is always burning in his heart. 
 
It is most wonderful to know 
His love for me so free and sure; 
but 'tis more wonderful to see 
my love for him so faint and poor. 
 
 



And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 
and I will love thee more and more, 
until I see thee as thou art. 

 
The President offers this prayer for the preparation of the Altar. 

Jesus, true vine and bread of life, ever giving yourself that 
the world might live, let us share your death and passion: 
make us perfect in your love. 

All Amen. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

The Lord be with you 
All sing and also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All sing  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All sing It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden 
majesty. 
The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 
and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
He is the victim who dies no more, 
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

 
 



All sing Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant 
that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to 
your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread 
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given 
for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave 
you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:  Drink this, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith. 

All sing Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again. 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his 
perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
 



As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your 
presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your 
people and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 
the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. 
Osmund, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for 
ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and 
ever.  

All Amen. 
 
We keep silence for a moment and then kneel 
 
 Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All sing Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 



 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
 
The President invites the people to receive Communion  

Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord I am not worthy to receive you  
but only say the word and I shall be healed 

 
The President receives communion and if you have bread and 
wine in front of you, you may receive them at this time as 
symbols of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure: 
until with thee I will one will 
to do and to endure. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with the fire divine. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 
 

After Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for 
the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the 
servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but 
are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 



All  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
Announcements are made 
 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

A hymn is sung,  
 

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
 Lift up your heart, 
 Lift up your voice! 
 Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When he has purged our stains, 
He took his seat above: Refrain 
 
His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given: Refrain 
 
He sits at God’s right hand 
Till all his foes submit, 
And bow to his command, 
And fall beneath his feet: Refrain 
 

 



The Blessing. 
Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure 
ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the 
assurance of sins forgiven; 
and the blessing of God almighty; the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always 

All Amen 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
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