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Lord  Baden-Powell has passed to Robert’s brother Michael in Australia. In 
2007 for Scout Centenary members of the Baden-Powell family were on 
Brownsea for the celebrations, visited St Mary’s Church and signed the church 
visitor’s book. The book is signed by many of our Scouting 
and  Guiding  visitors from all over the world.  The 1st Baron of Gilwell was 
BP, when he died on 8 January 1941, his son Peter, born 30  October 
1913  became the 2nd Baron. Peter died on 9 December 1962 when his 
son  Robert,   born   15   October 1936, became the 3rd Baron. Robert died on 
28 December 2019 and his brother Michael, born 11 December 1940 became 
the 4th Baron. 
 
Janet Mellors   
Branksea St Mary 
 

************ 
Historical Heroines 

(Historical Heroines: 100 Women You Should Know About  
by Michelle Rosenberg) 

 
Christina of Sweden (1626-1689) 

 
Born a girl when her parents wanted a 
boy, Christina’s father was adamant that 
gender wasn’t going to stop him raising a 
prince.  She cut her hair short, wore 
men’s clothes and swore like a trooper.  
An arts patron she is thought to have had 
a lesbian relationship with a lady-in-
waiting. 
 
She converted to Roman Catholicism, a 
criminal offence and moved to 
the  Vatican to further her intellectual 
pursuits.  She is buried in St Peter’s in the 
Vatican rare for anyone, let alone 
a  woman. 

 
************ 

 
Never discuss infinity with a mathematician;  

they go on about it forever. 

   

 

The Parish of Parkstone 
St Peter and St Osmund 

with 
Branksea St Mary 
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Dear Friends 

 

We are living in difficult times at the moment.  However, 

if we all pull together and support one another we will 

get through it.  Everything has been cancelled and most 

of us are in self-isolation.  It’s times like these that the 

telephone and technology comes into its own.  By keeping 

in contact with each other will, somewhat, lessen the 

feelings of isolation and I know, from personal  

experience that a surprise phone call really does help.   

 

Do keep well and stay safe. 

  

With very best wishes 

 

Sylvia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS:  Handwritten articles should be left in the Parish  

office. 

Email :  sylviaandmike13@outlook.com 
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St Mary’s Branksea, St Peter’s Parkstone  
and the Baden-Powell Family 

 
Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell, often known as B-P, was born 
in  London, on February 22, 1857. After serving in the army at the siege 
of  Mafeking in the Boer War, in 1907 he held an experimental camp 
on  Brownsea Island for 20 boys from 1 -8 August to test his ideas for activities 
for the boys of Britain aged over 11 years. He wrote ‘Scouting for 
Boys’  published in 1908 in fortnightly parts, boys and girls bought it, formed 
Patrols and Troops. BP always said that little Brownsea Island was the acorn 
from which World Scouting and Guiding grew. In 1912 BP met Olave St. Clair 
Soames, the youngest child of Harold and Katharine Soames. Olave was born 
February 22, 1889, near Chesterfield, Derbyshire. When she was old enough, 
she went on cruises with her father. On the way to Jamaica with him she met the 
“Scout man,” General Baden-Powell. Despite a great difference in their ages, 32 
years, they fell in love. B-P continued with his tour for Scouting and 
Olave  returned to England with her father. Olave and Robert found they had 
much in common, including the same birthdays. By the time the ship reached 
Jamaica, they were unofficially engaged and were married on 30 October 1912, 
at St Peter’s Church, Parkstone. They had three children, Peter, Heather 
and  Betty, Peter was christened in St Peter’s in February 1914. There is 
a  picture of him in his christening gown on display in St Peter’s, also a copy of 
his parents’ wedding certificate. 
 
Agnes Baden-Powell, Robert's only sister, was born in 1858, only girl in the 
large family so was rather a tom boy. Girls gate crashed the Crystal Palace Boy 
Scout Rally in September 1909, asking BP for ‘Something for the girls’. Agnes 
wrote the first Girl Guide Handbook called, ‘How Girls can help build 
the  Empire’. Agnes was a witness at Robert and Olave’s wedding. In 1915 
Olave became a Scouter, then a Guider and took over the leadership of the Girl 
Guides from Agnes, eventually becoming World Chief Guide. Olave visited 
Poole many times and received the Freedom of the Borough of Poole in May 
1950, an  honour given to Robert in 1929, when he was made Chief Scout of the 
World. They were the first married couple to have this honour. In 1929 Robert 
became Lord Baden-Powell, 1st Baron of Gilwell. On 15 May 1963 
Olave  visited Brownsea Island and officially opened the island for the public to 
visit. She visited the original campsite, planted a Mulberry tree on Church field 
and attended the Re-hallowing Service of the Church.  
 
As Robert and Olave shared a birthday, 22 February is a special day for Scouts 
(Founder’s Day) and Guides (World Thinking Day) when members renew their 
promise. Both St Peter’s and St Mary’s have held Thinking Day Services. The 
latest was 22 February 2020 in St Mary’s when one of the Founders grandsons, 
Robin Clay lit a candle to remember his grandfather, his wife lit a candle for 
Olave.   Robin then said that his cousin Robert had died and the title 
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(Historical Heroines: 100 Women You Should Know About  

by Michelle Rosenberg) 
 
Anne of Cleves (1515-1557) 

 
Dismissed as the Flanders Mare, Henry VIII’s 
fourth wife arguably got a good deal by being 
relieved of royal duties early.  The one wife for 
whom the famed lothario couldn’t perform, her 
physical reality may not have lived up to Hans 
Holbein’s charming portrait.  “I like her not!  I 
like her not!” Henry yelled.  His attempts 
at  surprising his bride-to-be with a kiss whilst 
disguised reputedly led to a slew of German 
curses.   
 
Anne, 24, kept a level head (pun  intended) and 
outlived her ex and all his other wives.  She lies 

in Westminster Abbey, the only one of  Henry’s wives to do so. 
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Holy Week and Easter 
 

Jesus’ death and resurrection are at the heart of the Christian faith. In 
the  mystery of Jesus’ obedient submission to degrading and painful crucifixion 
is to be found the answer to sin and evil, as Fr Robin wrote in his piece last 
month. The belief that Jesus overcame death by the resurrection provided the 
impetus and the energy of those first Christians who formed the early church. As 
St Paul puts it in one of earliest passages in the New Testament: ‘I passed onto 
you as most important what I also received: Christ died for our sins in line with 
the scriptures, he was buried, and he rose on the third day in line with 
the  scriptures’ (I Corinthians 15:3-4, Common English Bible translation). 
 
Normally the services of Holy Week and Easter provide us with 
an  annual  opportunity to enter into the mystery of those events and so to try to 
get a renewed understanding of their significance for us. We are able, as the 
Common Worship introduction to the week’s services puts it, to share ‘in 
Christ’s own journey, from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
to the empty tomb on Easter morning’. 
 
The Palm Sunday liturgy recalls Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem as the 
crowd shouted their ‘Hosannas’, but that is soon overcome by the crowd’s 
shouts of ‘Crucify’ as we hear the reading of the Passion Gospel. The Maundy 
Thursday liturgy, likewise, has a rich mixture of themes: 
‘humble  Christian  service expressed through Christ’s washing of the disciples’ 
feet, the institution of the Eucharist, the perfection of Christ’s loving obedience 
through the agony of Gethsemane’ (Common Worship again). Good Friday’s 
worship marks the most solemn day of the Christian year with the cross at the 
centre of everything. 
 
Holy Saturday - Easter Eve - is deliberately an empty day for the church, but 
then, Easter Day’s worship provides ‘a real experience of new life for 
the  worshipper, a passing from darkness to light which offers hope to all the 
faithful’. 
 
This year will be completely different with no opportunity to gather for public 
worship because of the coronavirus pandemic. Individual Christians will have to 
try to enter into the meaning of the week’s events through their own prayer and 
bible reading. There will be worship and devotional resources available on radio, 
TV and on-line.  
 
Fr Keith 
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That’s what the lady I’m recalling was all about. In life, she was a lively and 
committed follower of the way to love God and her fellow human beings. She 
knew the joy of being in God’s community of love in this life; and undoubtedly 
she does now in the life of heaven. 
 
So, here’s a very demanding Lent question: Is it our priority in life to love God 
as we know God loves us and to show it by keeping His commandments to love 
our neighbour whoever and wherever she or he may be; or is it to love ourselves 
first before everything else by doing all we can to satisfy our own needs 
and  desires? 
 
So now, in a time of silence, be honest with yourself and with God:  Is your first 
priority in life to love God and your fellow human beings; or is it to put yourself 
first to satisfy and enjoy your own well-being and pleasures? 
 
Finally, commit yourself to God by praying these words three times 
 
“Thy will be done!”; “Thy will be done!”; “Thy will be done!”.  
Amen. 
 
…… and continue to do so in the coming days. 
 
Michael Beesley 
 

************ 
 
 

Parish Registers 
 

Baptism 
 
23rd February Grace Victoria Turner 
 

************ 
 
 
 

What training do you need to be a rubbish  
collector? 

 
None, you pick it up as you go. 
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friend,  Lazarus, and the distress of Martha and Mary.  Then we get 
the  wonderful account of Jesus going to the tomb and, with His divine power, 
He calls for Lazarus to come out from death; and he does!  
 
With our limited human brains, we have no way of understanding or explaining 
what happened, for God’s limitless power was working through Jesus. All we 
know is that Lazarus was reunited in this life with his sisters and they with him.  
So,   we   are   left,   like   Ezekiel, with a glimpse, through Jesus, of 
God’s  mind-blowing power of love over life and death. This is beyond all the 
boundaries of our limited human knowledge and reasoning. 
 
These readings reveal to us the amazing gift of God’s power over the life and 
death of the human body; and over the life and death of the human spirit, as we 
see in Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Like Martha and Mary, when our 
own body or the body of a loved one is threatened by severe illness or injury, we 
can only put ourselves or our loved one into God’s loving hands, believing that 
we or our loved one will be safe in God’s care whatever happens physically to 
us or our loved one. 
 
There have been some amazing examples of miraculous healings of people 
who’ve been in danger of losing their life through serious illness or injury; but 
have recovered against all apparent odds.   Of course, there have been many 
tragic losses of people who are greatly loved. Whatever happens when we face a 
serious or life-threatening situation, today’s readings tell us we should put our 
total trust in God and pray with all our heart, “Thy will be done …”.  Sure 
enough, it will be done. God’s love will always enfold us and our loved one 
whatever happens in this life and as we move into the dimension of God’s life 
beyond this one.  
  
When thinking of this, I always remember a member of our church who was 
loved and respected for the way she cared for others. It seemed so wrong when 
she was struck down by Motor Neurone Disease. It was obvious from her faith 
and her way of caring for others that she loved and was loved by God, especially 
when she was close to death.  The physicians and nurses who cared for her, as 
well as those who loved her, were amazed by the way she lived the prayer “Thy 
will be done” right up to the moment she died. And when she died, there was a 
profound sense that she was then forever at peace in God’s love.  She was a 
wonderful example of the second contrast in today’s readings that the life and 
death of the human spirit is determined by the way we choose to respond to 
God’s love. We can do this by loving our fellow human beings; or letting our-
selves be locked in a self-centred desire for personal wellbeing and enjoyment 
before anything else. St Paul said this is as good as being dead.  But, as Jesus 
seemed to say so often, those who put first in their life their love of God and 
caring for their fellow beings on earth will be blessed now and in the life to 
come with the joy of being in God’s eternal community.  
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An Unexpected Banquet 
  

I was just nodding off for a nap 
When this young lad came up to me bed. 

With a sly, leering grin on ‘is face, 
He prodded and tugged at me ‘ead. 

  
For a while I tried to ignore ‘im 
And hoped he’d toddle off ‘ome 

But no, he stayed there and poked me, 
With a stick made of nag’s ‘ead bone. 

  
I thought I’d teach ‘im a lesson, 

So I opened me mouth and I raged; 
Then decided to have ‘im for dinner 
And pulled ‘im right into me cage. 

  
By jove that was a nice bit of dinner; 

I wonder what I can ‘ave for me sweet. 
Perhaps his mother and father 

Would go down a jolly nice treat. 
© Sylvia Elkins 
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A-Z of Fear 

ACROPHOBIA – fear of heights 

AEROPHOBIA – fear of flying 

AGORAPHOBIA – fear of public space 

AILUROPHOBIA – fear of cats 

AMATHOPHOBIA – fear of dust 

ARACHNOPHOBIA – fear of spiders 

ASTRAPOPHOBIA – fear of lightning 

CLAUSTROPHOBIA – fear of closed-in spaces 

EMETOPHOBIA – fear of vomiting 

EREUTHOPHOBIA – fear of blushing 

GENOPHOBIA – fear of sex 

HAEMATOPHOBIA – fear of blood 

KERAUNOPHOBIA – fear of thunder 

MICROPHOBIA – fear of germs/small things 

MYSOPHOBIA – fear of dirt 

NYCTOPHOBIA – fear of the dark 

OCHLOPHOBIA – fear of crowds 

ORNITHOPHOBIA – fear of birds 

PATHOPHOBIA – fear of disease 

PNIGOPHOBIA – fear of choking 

PTERONOPHOBIA – fear of feathers 

PYROPHOBIA – fear of fire 

TRISKAEDEKAPHOBIA – fear of the number thirteen 

XENOPHOBIA – fear of strangers 
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Thoughtful Spot – Lent 5  
 

Ezekiel 37 vv.1-14: Ezekiel is given a vision of a valley of dry human bones; 
and is commanded by God to breathe new life into them so they become living 
human beings filled with the Spirit of God. The word of the Lord says this is how 
God will transform the people of Israel when He brings them back from being 
like dead people in exile.     
   
Romans 8 vv.6-11: St Paul says those who live for bodily pleasures are as good 
as dead, for they cannot please God. He says they are hostile to God because 
they do not keep God’s commandments; but those who are inspired to live by the 
Spirit of the risen Jesus are blessed with eternal life and peace.     
                          
St John 11 vv.1-45: Jesus hears his friend Lazarus, brother of Mary 
and  Martha, is seriously ill. He is delayed on His journey to go to Lazarus; and 
when he gets there, he is greatly upset to find Lazarus has died, his body has 
been put in a tomb and his sisters, Mary and Martha, are devastated. Jesus is 
empowered by God to bring Lazarus back to life. 
 
The theme running through these readings is “death and life”, both the death and 
life of the human body; and the death and life of the human spirit.  In a vision, 
the prophet Ezekiel sees a valley of dry human bones. He is commanded by God 
to breathe new life into them. They become new living human beings. God says 
that’s how He’ll transform the exiled people of Israel when He brings the back 
to their homeland.  St Paul says people who live selfishly for their own bodily 
pleasures are as good as dead because they are hostile to God’s Goodness and do 
not care about keeping God’s commandments to love God and their neighbour. 
 
St John tells us about the amazing occasion when Jesus heard his 
friend,  Lazarus, brother of Mary and Martha, was seriously ill in Bethany, near 
Jerusalem. Jesus said he’d go to be with him, but got delayed on his way from 
the Jordan area, by the demands of people who were saying He was as 
just  divine as John the Baptist said he would be.  Jesus’ disciples warned him 
not to go back to the Jerusalem area where the Jewish leaders wanted him stoned 
to death; but Jesus, sensing that Lazarus had died, was determined to go 
to  Bethany. He knew that God would enable Him to do something miraculous 
with His divine faith and power. When Jesus gets near Bethany, He hears that 
Lazarus’s body had been in a tomb for four days. He’s met by Martha as 
he  approaches Bethany.  She says she believes her brother will rise again in the 
life after death. Jesus then makes the amazing statement that He is the 
“Resurrection and The Life” and those who believe in Him will never 
die  eternally. 
 
Mary comes out to meet Jesus and falls at his feet, weeping with tears of grief. 
Jesus is also moved to tears as He’s overwhelmed by the loss of His 



 10 

 

Historical Heroines 
(Historical Heroines: 100 Women You Should Know About  

by Michelle Rosenberg) 

 
Gracia Mendes Nasi (1510-1569) 

 
One of the richest Jewish women in 
the  European  Renaissance, Gracia was “Saviour of the 
Jews”.   
 
In 1536, the Pope set up a Portuguese Inquisition, based on 
the horrific Spanish version, a disaster for families 
like  Gracia’s who, while outwardly confirming to Catholic 
tradition, secretly practised Judaism.  She fled 
to  Flanders,  helping  other families flee. 
 

************ 
 
 
Hatshepsut (1508-1458 BC) 

 
The second female pharaoh (14 centuries later Cleopatra was 
the third), Hatshepsut was Egypt’s longest reigning queen.  A 
brilliant political operator, she would manipulate her image 
to suit her ends, depicted as a bearded, muscled male 
in  images and statues, reverting to female form 
when  needed.  She is buried in the Valley of Kings 
but  Thutmose III destroyed many of her statues. 
 
 

 
************ 

 
Flora Sandes (1876-1956) 

 
The only British woman to officially fight in the First World 
War, Flora was desperate for the freedom her brothers enjoyed.  
She took part in suffrage events and at 40, joined the St John 
Ambulance bound for Serbia.  At Valjevo, hit by typhus, she 
nearly died.  She joined the Serbian army and wonded by 
a  grenade, was honoured, promoted and hailed as a hero back 
home, where the freedom of war vanished.  She retired 
to  Suffolk, a rebel in an electric wheelchair. 
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Dorset Historic Churches 
St George, Langton Matravers 

 
The name Langton comes from the 
Old English “lang-tun” meaning “the 
long farmstead”. The addition of 
Matravers was made when 
the  Mautravers family became lords 
of the manor in 
the  thirteenth  century. 
 
Langton Matravers is in the heart of 
the Purbeck Stone area and stone has 
been quarried here for hundreds of 

years. A seal belonging to the Prioress of  Ivinghoe, from a nunnery 
near  Leighton Buzzard was found in 1845 when digging foundations for the 
National School. It is believed that she lost the seal when visiting a quarry to 
purchase marble for an effigy in 1370. There are still quarries in 
the  village  today. 
 
The church of St George is at least the third, if not fourth building on the site. 
Hutchins in “The History of Dorset” describes the building as 
“an  ancient  building, consisting of a chancel, body and two aisles whereof the 
north is a small one belonging to Wilkswood farm and was probably a chapel 
made use of by that priory; the south aisle is of equal length with the body of the 
church”. On the west wall the remains of a chapel built around 1290 can be seen 
and the embattled tower was added in C15th. 
 
In 1828 the church, with the exception of the tower, was taken down and rebuilt 
with nave, chancel and south porch. However, in 1876, this larger 
church  became unsafe because kegs were being stored by Charles Hayward and 
fellow smugglers in the concealed attic space. Hayward later became parish 
clerk, sub-postmaster, churchwarden and sexton. 
 
The church was again rebuilt in Purbeck stone decorated with Portland Stone, 
Purbeck Marble and Studland Sandstone. George Crickmay 
of  Dorchester  designed the tower which houses three bells, the tenor being the 
original dated 1420.  
 
Jane Winter 
 

************ 
 

Did you hear the rumour about butter?   
Well, I’m not going to spread it. 
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20 January 2020  
      
   
 
Mothers’ Union Worldwide President, Sheran Harper unites with global 
faith leaders in talks to advance sustainable peace and mutual respect 
amongst faiths 
  
The Abrahamic Faiths Initiative (AFI) dialogue in Rome brought together faith 
leaders with one overarching goal: to advance sustainable peace 
and  mutual  respect amongst faiths and around the world. 
  
Faith leaders came together from the 14th - 16th January at Pontifical Gregorian 
University to discuss effective ways to cultivate and extend peace, in their 
neighbourhoods, countries, and around the globe. They discussed ways to build 
upon good practice to date; bridge gaps between efforts at grassroots and the 
highest levels of leadership; share knowledge and resources; 
and  increase  inclusion of women and youth. 
  
Sheran Harper, Mothers’ Union Worldwide President said; ‘It was a deep and 
profoundly moving experience to sit alongside such diverse 
faith  leaders,  completely united in discussion around these outstanding issues 
of our time. When we can work together in all of our faiths, we have 
the  potential to create real and lasting pathways to peace. With four million 
members, Mothers’ Union is already leading and delivering impact with women 
as change and peace makers and I look forward to continuing to bring 
this  learning and sharing to future conversations and action.’ 
  
Participants at the event also met with Pope Francis and in their final statement 
they quoted his Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 
Together,     signed   in   February   last   year   with   the   Grand   Imam   
of    al-Azhar,  Ahmed el-Tayeb, in the United Arab Emirates. In doing so, the 
AFI provided a resounding “yes” to Pope Francis and Grand Imam of al-Azhar 
el-Tayeb’s ‘invitation to reconciliation and fraternity among all believers, indeed 
among believers and non-believers.’ 
  
The AFI united 25 religious leaders 
and  attendees  included  Cardinal  Miguel  Ángel Ayuso Guixot, president of 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue; Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah, 
president of the Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies; Riccardo di 
Segni, the chief rabbi of Rome; and the Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theophilos III 
of Jerusalem and all Palestine. 
 
Mothers’ Union is a movement of 4 million Christians in 
84  countries  worldwide. Founded 144 years ago by Mary Sumner, Mothers’ 
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Union is unique because our members work as volunteers in local communities, 
putting their faith into action by acts great and small, giving individuals in need 
a helping hand and engaging communities (of all faiths and none) to have the 
confidence and skills to transform their lives in a sustainable way. Thanks to 
donations and subscriptions, members, as volunteers, 
are  transforming  communities and the lives of families, women and men, 
through practical grassroots support, empowerment, and by challenging systems 
that perpetuate injustice at the local, national and international level. 
  
The Abrahamic Faiths Initiative (AFI) In consultation with many religious 
and secular actors, the Multi-Faith Neighbors Network (MFNN) organised this 
dialogue under the leadership of Pastor Bob Roberts, Imam Mohamed Magid, 
and Rabbi David Saperstein, with the support of U.S. Ambassador at Large for 
International Religious Sam Brownback. The AFI dialogue participants are faith 
leaders representing a range of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim communities. 
  
The faith leaders’ aim was to develop actions to build peace and to counter those 
who sow discord within the tree of Abrahamic faith traditions. They 
will  continue to respond vigorously to those who invoke religion to justify and 
incite violence and bloodshed. By engaging these faith leaders and drawing upon 
their collective wisdom, the AFI seeks to galvanise a global constituency; model 
mutual respect for those of all faiths; and increase support for religious freedom, 
human dignity, equal justice and citizenship for all. 
 

************ 
 

 
 

What’s black and white and goes round and round? 
A penguin in a revolving door. 

 
 
 
 

************ 
 
 
    

 Exaggerations went up by a  
                   million per cent last year! 

  
 


