
 
 
 

Newsletter 29th March 2020 
 
Welcome to our first webpage newsletter. We hope in this difficult time to be 
able to use this as a weekly resource to share prayer requests, information and 
resources. 
 
As the church building is closed until further notice, this will be one way to 
share the prayers and spiritual resources that will hold us together as the living 
church of God. Please send ideas and helpful information to the office as you 
usually would so that it can be put on this page and shared more widely. 
 
Every day is special for some reason, but in the Church of England some days 
are set apart to remember certain individuals and events. There are Feast Days 
and Holy Days, Festivals, Lesser Festivals and Commemoration Days. 
 
This week we have two Commemoration Days: 
Tues 31st March John Donne, Priest, Poet, 1631 
Weds 1st April: Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, Teacher of the Faith, 1872 
 
Why not find out a bit more about these people and let their lives inspire 
yours? 
 
 

Prayer 
 
Our Mission Prayer theme of March is “Spreading the Word”. 
 

Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch council have asked for prayers for all the 
hospitals in our locality. Bishop Karen sent a message earlier this week to ask 
for prayers for the two chaplains at Poole hospital, Declan and Fraser, and for 
Debbie Fleming, the Chief Executive of both Poole and Bournemouth hospitals. 
 
Please pray for the local businesses and pubs in Ashley Cross; for all who will be 
affected economically by the pandemic.  
 
And for those in our parish who are self-isolating; for those with children at 
home; for all who miss company and who cannot visit their friends and families 
due to the restrictions at this time. 



For all who have anxieties over their wedding and baptism plans as the 
government has stopped these being held over the next few weeks, and this may 
continue for longer. 
 
If you would like someone prayed for by name, please send the request straight 
to the Revd Sally Bedborough or to office@stpetersparsktone.org.uk and we will 
pass them on to the Pray 4 the Week group who are praying at the same time 
each week, in their own homes instead of in their usual venue at the church. 
 

 
 

Invitation to make Easter Gardens 
 
At our last Breakfast Worship session, we made flowers from 
scrap paper. We planned to keep on with this task at our 
next BW session on 29th March. We intended to use 

recycled materials such as bottle tops and foil lids, and to extend the craft to the 
'Journey to Easter' session that we'd intended holding in Holy Week. The flowers 
would have been used to decorate a basic Easter Garden made from cardboard 
and junk materials. As we can't meet in the coming weeks, Rachael has 
suggested that we all make our own Easter Garden, using anything to hand in 
our homes, gardens or balconies, including real plants, moss, and stones from 
the garden. You could mould stuff from clay, use drawings or use the rubbish. 
Just have fun and get creative! 
Then send photos of your gardens to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk and post 
them to Facebook if you are on it. 
 
The photos will also be posted on our website and on the St Peter's Facebook 
page. They could be 'undressed' throughout Holy Week; and then dressed with 
homemade or fresh flowers on Easter Day. This way we can all share and come 
together for the Easter Celebration, even though this can't be at church. 
 
Here’s one Tasha made earlier: 
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Resources 
 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all 
worship, there are many other resources available to help you join in prayer 
and worship from your own home.  

 

• St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

• “Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on 
Facebook at 2p.m. each day. 
 

• The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on 
Facebook, at the end of which she invites people to join her in saying the 
Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

• Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

• Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, 
plus we’ll try to keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for 
information and encouragement. Please send your contributions to 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  
 
BBC Radio 

• Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought 
for the Day at around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 
9.45a.m. Monday to Friday on Long Wave only. During Lent there is a 
Lent Talk at 8.45p.m. Wednesday, repeated at the weekend. 
 

• Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. 
Sunday. 

 

• Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 
 

• Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 
6a.m.-9a.m. 

 
BBC TV 

• Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 

• In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of 
resources, including a weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on 
Sundays: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online 
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