
 

The Easter Eucharist  
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President: the Revd Sally Bedborough, 

Associate Priest 

 

 



A collection would normally be taken during one of the hymns. If you 

have a standing order already set up, that’s great – St Peter’s will 

continue to be supported financially by you. If you do not, please 

consider putting aside your contribution or sending a cheque to the 

parish office, letting us know if you pay tax. It may be that you could 

then ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s will be able to get 

some money back from the tax man. Thank you. 

 

A poem from our Lent Poetry Workshop: 
Vulnerable Bystander 

 

Standing in the crowd, all waving palms, what a joyful day. 
I felt optimistic. 

 
The trial left me feeling insecure. 

Why was this happening? 
Please, stop! 

Why are you treating this Man like a criminal? 
Can’t you see the good in Him? 

 
Then……the three crosses, too sad to recall. 

 
On Sunday I heard the news that He is alive! 

Now I am happy. 
I hold on to the belief that something special has been undertaken, 

for me. 
by this very special Man. 

 
Jean Robinson 

 
 

  



The service is introduced by these words 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha 
and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be 
glory and power, through every age and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death 
to life. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the awesome 
power of God. As we hear his word and proclaim all that God 
has done, we can be confident that we shall share his victory 
over death and live with him for ever. 

 
A candle is lit 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from 
our hearts and minds. 
 
The light of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
All join in saying 

Sing, choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing! 
Around God’s throne exult in harmony! 
Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave! 
Salute your King in glorious symphony! 
 
Sing, choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come! 
The glory of the Lord shines radiantly! 
Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death! 
The night is past, the day of life is here! 
 
Sing, Church of God! Exult with joy outpoured! 
The gospel trumpets tell of victory won! 
Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore! 
Let all God’s people sound the long Amen! 

 
 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 



Gloria in Excelsis 
All Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 
worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on 
us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 We pray that the light of Christ may dawn in our hearts. 
 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the 
chains of death and hell: fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of 
Cornelius. ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 
of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 



people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ (10:34-43) 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 
 Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss, alleluia! 
 
 Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save, alleluia! 
 
 But the pains that he endured, alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured, alleluia! 
 now above the sky he’s king, alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing, alleluia! 
       Lyra Davidica 1708 

 
 Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 He has defeated the powers of death. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 He has the words of eternal life. 
All Alleluia. 
 
  
 



Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do 
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is 
my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.’ 
 

 This is the gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Reflection: the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we 
have died and been buried with him in baptism. Sisters and 
brothers, I invite you to profess the faith of the church. 

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Intercessions 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your 
gospel to the nations … 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
recover the straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick 



and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you 
.… 
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, 
accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen. 

 
Liturgy of the Sacrament 
We share the peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the 
Lord. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Hymn 
 I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
 and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
 I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth; 
 at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
  Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
  I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 
  and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
  and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
 I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 
 but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 
 I danced for the fishermen, for James and John - 
 they came with me and the dance went on. 
 
  
 
 
 



I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
 the holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on  
 high; 
they left me there on a cross to die. 
 
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black - 
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone; 
but I’m the dance and I still go on. 
 
They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that will never, never die; 
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me - 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he. 
      Sydney Carter 

 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 
 make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
All Amen 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere 
to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and in these 
days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of 
your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in 
men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to 
them the gate of life eternal. 



And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound 
with gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of 
all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey 
his command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his 
blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and 
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of 
himself made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the 
coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we 
make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of 
thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, 



inspire us with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we 
worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as 
our Saviour has taught us 

All Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will 
live for ever. 

All Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
 give us this bread always. 
 
 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
We make a spiritual act of communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten 
Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 



have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to 
die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of 
his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
Blessing 

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new 
future, fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
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