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Reading of the Passion Narrative 
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Welcome to St Peter’s  

The idea of this service sheet is that we all follow it 

along with the Live Streamed Service…. 

Or it may be that you are reading this alone at a 

different time.  

Know that you are not alone. 

 

A collection would normally be taken during one of the hymns. If you have a 

standing order already set up, that’s great – St Peter’s will continue to be 

supported financially by you. If you do not, please consider putting aside your 

contribution or sending a cheque to the parish office, letting us know if you 

pay tax. It may be that you could then ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and  

St Peter’s will be able to get some money back from the tax man. 

Thank you. 
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In our imaginations, we gather with all those we know and love; all 

those we expect to meet at a usual 10am service; all those who are far 

away and who we carry in our hearts. You may have seen the notice in 

our newsletter about making your own palm cross. If so, hold it aloft as 

we make the following responses: 
 

Hosanna to the son of David,  
All Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Behold your king comes to you, O Zion, meek and lowly, sitting 
upon an ass. Ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of 
justice. Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever; and 
the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre. You have loved 
righteousness and hated evil. Therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

All Hosanna to the son of David,  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been 
preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of 
our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today we come together to 
begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout 
the world. Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our 
Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go with him in 
faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may 
share his risen life. 

 

All hold their Palm crosses high 
 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as 
Messiah to suffer and to die; let these palms be for us signs of his 
victory and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail 
him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 



4 
 

  Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All say Glory to you O Lord 
 

As Jesus approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called 
Olivet, he sent off two of the disciples, telling them: "Go into the 
village opposite; as you enter it you will find tethered there a colt 
which no one has yet ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone 
asks why you are untying it, say, ""The Master needs it.'' ' 
 
The two went on their errand and found everything just as he had 
told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked, "Why are 
you untying that colt?' They answered, "The Master needs it.' So 
they brought the colt to Jesus, and threw their cloaks on it for Jesus 
to mount. 
 
As he went along people laid their cloaks on the road. And when he 
reached the descent from the mount of Olives, the whole company 
of his disciples in their joy began to sing aloud the praises of God 
for all the great things they had seen: 
 

All "Blessed is he who comes as king in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, glory in highest heaven!' 
 
Some Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, restrain your 
disciples.' He answered, "I tell you, if my disciples are silent the 
stones will shout aloud.' 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All say Praise to you O Christ . 

 
Let us go forth in peace, praising Jesus our Messiah as did the 
crowds who welcomed him to Jerusalem. 

 
We sing this hymn 

 
All glory, laud, and honour 
To thee, Redeemer King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 
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Thou art the King of Israel, 
Thou David's royal Son, 
Who in the Lord's name comest, 
The King and blessed one. Refrain. 
 
The company of angels 
Are praising thee on high, 
And mortals, joined with all things 
Created, make reply. Refrain. 
 
The people of the Hebrews 
With palms before thee went: 
Our praise and prayer and anthems 
Before thee we present. Refrain. 
 
To thee, before thy passion, 
They sang their hymns of praise; 
To thee now high exalted 
Our melody we raise. Refrain. 
 
Thou didst accept their praises, 
Accept the prayers we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, 
Thou good and gracious king. Refrain. 
 

We say these antiphons from Psalm 24 
 
 Lift up your heads, you gates and be lifted up you everlasting doors 

and the King of glory shall come in. 
All Who is the King of Glory? 
 
 It is the Lord, strong and mighty, even the Lord, mighty in battle. 
All Lift up your heads, you gates  

and be lifted up you everlasting doors 
 

 And the King of Glory shall come in 
All Who is the King of Glory? 
 Even the Lord of hosts. He is the King of Glory. 
 
All sit for a while in silence.  
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Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering  
and in his glory. 

 
 Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the 

human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon 
him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may 
follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made 
partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen 
 
 
¶ The Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

… The Passion Narrative according to the Donkey Owner 
 

Donkey Owner by David Holliday; a piece of prose written at our Lent 
Poetry Workshop just before Lockdown: 
  

Another day, another chance to make some money 
Enough to feed my family 
Keeping my animals fed, I might have to slaughter one 
To make ends meet 
  
Put the bridle on the donkey 
He’s served me well, he might be the one 
The leather, it’s worn 
Can’t afford to replace it 
  
The cow the hide came from is dead now 
I wonder? 
If it’s owner made a lot of money 
Selling the hide and meat 
  
The leather worker, who made the bridle 
Made a fine piece when it was new 
But look at it now, old and worn 
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It would cost a lot to replace it 
 The toolmaker, who made the bradawl for piercing the holes 
The knife for cutting and trimming the leather 
The hammer for hitting the rivets to secure the straps 
I bet he made enough money to feed his family and more 
  
Ah, here comes a crowd hope they want hire my donkeys 
Good day sir, you look tired 
Care to ride on my donkey  
Let it take the strain from your weary body 
  
Ride on sir, you look an honest man 
See you when you return it 
You can pay me then 
  
I may not make much money today 
But when he brings it back 
I’ll have double. 

 
Silence is kept after the reading 
 

Short Reflection by the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest 

 
Prayers of Intercession.  
The response is: 
  Let us pray to the Lord 
All  Lord have mercy 
 
At the end all say together 

 Holy God 
 Holy and Strong 
 Holy and Immortal 
Have mercy on us. Amen. 
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¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have 
been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is 
our peace.  

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  and also with you. 
 
We offer one another a sign of peace, either by bowing or using sign 
language. Bread and wine are placed centrally. 
 

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose 
love heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of 
praise. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (A) 
  The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For as the time of his passion 
and resurrection draws near the whole world is called to 
acknowledge his hidden majesty. The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world and the 
triumph of Christ crucified. He is the victim who dies no more, the 
Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, our advocate in heaven to 
plead our cause, exalting us there to join with angels and 
archangels, for ever praising you and singing: 
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest 
 

 Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his 
command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of 
bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of 
your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the 
memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
  Jesus Christ is Lord. 
All say  Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us 

free. You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of 
thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the 
presence of your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us 
with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we 
worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
We keep silence for a short while and then say together: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

All  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
   have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
   have mercy on us.  
   Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
   grant us peace.  
 

The President invites the people to receive Communion with these 
words: 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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Hymn:  
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a 
servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give 
us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to 
the glory of God the Father.  

All Amen 
 
All  Faithful God,  

may we who share this banquet  
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
our salvation, our life and our hope,  
who reigns as Lord,  
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Announcements are made 
 
¶ The Dismissal 
 
A Hymn  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
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Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
Were you there when he rose from out the tomb? 
Were you there when he rose from out the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
Were you there when he rose from out the tomb? 
 

Blessing 
May the Father, who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
bring you by faith to his eternal life. 

All Amen. 
May Christ, who accepted the cup of sacrifice in obedience to the 
Father’s will, keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of 
his cross. 

All Amen. 
May the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ 
that we may share his glory, set your minds on life and peace. 

All Amen. 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen 
 
  Go in the peace of Christ. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
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