
Many of us are missing our church building at the moment. We miss the stones, the  
pillars, the stained glass windows; the high altar, the smell of the incense and the sound of 
the bells. Perhaps most of all, we miss seeing our friends, singing the hymns together and 
that shared experience of taking communion. There is so much to miss.  

Perhaps we get some glimpse of how the people of the Old Testament felt when they were 
exiled and far from their homeland. And in turn this gives us some insight, in a small way, 
of how refugees from all over the world feel when they are transplanted to a new country 
and a different culture. 

Over this Easter, when we miss most especially the beautiful Dawn Service, and the great 
celebration of the Parish Easter Eucharist, may I suggest that you imagine the church as it 
is in these present moments? We left the posters by Sieger Koder attached to each pillar 
and the various walls of the church, ready for us to walk the Stations of the Cross. When 
we return to the church building, whenever that might be, we plan to leave these as they 
are and to decorate them with lilies. Around the church we will have the celebratory signs 
of resurrection, but the posters depicting Christ’s passion and journey to the cross will re-
main. They will be incorporated into our return; the story they tell of Christ’s struggle 
will remind us of the present struggles that are affecting our lives. The posters can remind 
us of the pain of isolation, sickness, death and division that is an outcome of the Covid-19 
virus.  

The symbolism of the posters being festooned with flowers will bring together the Easter 
themes of pain and joy. The pain of the cross and the joy of resurrection will be evident to 
each one of us as we come through the doors of St Peter’s. One understanding of the cross 
is that of ‘solidarity’, which is Christ’s experience and identification with human suffer-
ing; his resurrection is the transformation of suffering, but not its obliteration. 

Easter Gardens 

Our plans in Breakfast Worship to contribute craft that would be embedded in the Easter 
Garden at St Peter’s, had to be adapted. The work of the BW attenders goes on and  
families have shared their photos with us; these are shown below. 

Easter Greetings 

In these strange times, we hope you are managing to stay connected by phone or by email. 
These newsletters are intended to be another way of staying connected. As a point of  
sharing please send your prayer requests and news to us at  
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk. If  you would like a list of those in need of prayer, please 
ask Caroline in the office to send this to you. We are not able to post this publicly as we 
want to protect peoples’ privacy. The list is used by the Intercessory group, Pray 4 the 
Week, who are linking up at their usual allotted time of 10am each Monday; doing so 
from their separate homes but joined in one purpose. 

And in the purer air, cleaner waters and quiet atmosphere of this very different Easter, 
may each one of us have a blessed experience of Christ’s risen life. 
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For your prayers 
 
Our Mission Prayer theme for April is “Changing Lives”. 
Please pray for the work of FRRME ( the Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East) in Jordan and Iraq and especially for the congregation of St. George's  
Baghdad at this time. 
 
For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 
For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 
For those with young children who are trying to share their time between working at 
home and childcare; for those with financial anxieties; and for the children who find it 
hard to understand why they can’t see friends or use their usual playgrounds. 
 
 
Resources 

 
During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 

are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 

home.  

 
St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 
The Bishop of Salisbury will be posting a 10 minute reflection on Easter Day at 
5.00pm. www.salisburycathedral.org.uk 
 
 “Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 
 
The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 
Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 

 
Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. Please 
send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

 
The Telegraph “Creative ways to worship and join in from home” lists additional 
resources. Go to: 
http://digitaleditions.telegraph.co.uk/data/189/reader/reader.html?social#!
preferred/0/package/189/pub/189/page/65/article/31507 
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BBC Radio 
Radio 4 at 8.10am on Easter Sunday - Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, will 
share an intimate family Communion service from the kitchen at Lambeth Palace. 
 
Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 
Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 

 
Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 

 
Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.-9a.m. 

 
BBC TV 
Holy Saturday - “Easter from King’s” - music and readings for Holy Week and Easter 
from King’s College, Cambridge at 7pm on BBC 2. 
 
Pre-recorded Easter Sunday Worship from Bangor Cathedral at 11.25am on BBC 1. 
 
Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 
In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
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JOURNEY TO EASTER 

During Holy Week, families from Breakfast Worship planned to build an Easter Garden n St Peter’s. 

Below are prototypes, built using banana boxes, prepared by the Wilkin family.  

Flowers to decorate the Easter Garden make by  

members of Breakfast Worship. 

Easter Gardens made by Breakfast Worship families 

The Bird Family’s colourful Easter Garden incorporating a rainbow, a symbol of hope. 



George Way with his lovely Easter Garden in the garden at his home. 

Phoenix with her beautiful “Home Sweet Home” castle 



Isaac’s wonderful Easter Garden, made to his  exact instructions! 

Rachael’s beautiful flower 

Ann & Clive Balaam’s beautiful garden 



Pat & Curt’s exotic Garden 

The Southgate Family’s colourful garden. Can you spot the candle in the tomb? 



Sarah Way’s ingenious hanging Garden 

The Lake Family’s bright and cheerful Easter window display. 

Tasha Way’s Good Friday Garden 



Lovely to see all the lovely Easter gardens. 

Thought you might like to see our Easter tree that 

we decorate every year. Happy Easter everyone. 

The Gilbert Family x 


