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The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday 19th April 2020   

 

 

 



A collection would normally be taken during one of the hymns. If you 

have a standing order already set up, that’s great – St Peter’s will 

continue to be supported financially by you. If you do not, please 

consider putting aside your contribution or sending a cheque to the 

parish office, letting us know if you pay tax. It may be that you could 

then ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s will be able to get 

some money back from the tax man. Thank you. 

  



The service begins with a hymn 
 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
 of triumphant gladness; 
 God hath brought his Israel 
 into joy from sadness; 
 loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke 
 Jacob’s sons and daughters; 
 led them with unmoistened foot 
 through the Red Sea waters. 
 
 ’Tis the spring of souls today; 
 Christ hath burst his prison, 
 and from three days’ sleep in death 
 as a sun hath risen; 
 all the winter of our sins, 
 long and dark, is flying 
 from his light, to whom we give 
 laud and praise undying. 
 
 Now the queen of seasons, bright 
 with the day of splendour, 
 with the royal feast of feasts, 
 comes its joy to render; 
 comes to glad Jerusalem, 
 who with true affection 
 welcomes in unwearied strains 
 Jesu’s Resurrection. 
 

Neither might the gates of death, 
nor the tomb’s dark portal, 
nor the watchers, nor the seal, 
hold thee as a mortal; 
but today amidst thine own 
thou didst stand, bestowing 
that thy peace which evermore 
passeth human knowing. 
   St John of Damascus, trans. J.M. Neale 

 
 The service is introduced 



In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

All   Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of 
your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not 
believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in 
heaven. 



In your mercy, forgive us. 
All Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

May the God of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, and 
restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
All Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 
worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on 
us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 We pray that the light of Christ may dawn in our hearts. 
 

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our 
sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put 
away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always 
serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and 



signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having 
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 
held in its power. For David says concerning him, 
“I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so 
that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my 
tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you 
will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One 
experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways 
of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to 
Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 
(2:14a, 22-32) 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you 
have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of 
your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although 
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 



not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1:3-9) 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 
 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
 Now is the triumph of our King: 
 to all the world glad news we bring: 
 Alleluia! 
 
 The Lord of Life is ris’n for ay: 
 bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
 let all mankind rejoice and say: 
 Alleluia! 
 
 Praise we in songs of victory 
 that Love, that Life, which cannot die, 
 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
 Alleluia! 
 
 Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
 and sing today with one accord 
 the life laid down, the life restored. 
 Alleluia! 
      Cyril A. Alington 

 
 Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 He has defeated the powers of death. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 He has the words of eternal life. 
All Alleluia. 
 
 



Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told 
him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’ 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. (20:19-end) 
 

 This is the gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

All   Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
Intercessions 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your 
gospel to the nations … 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
recover the straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick 
and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 



we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you 
.… 
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, 
accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen. 

 
Liturgy of the Sacrament 
We share the peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the 
Lord. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Hymn 
 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 
 first-begotten from the dead, 
 thou, alone, our strong defender, 
 liftest up thy people’s head. 
 Alleluia, 
 Jesu, true and living bread. 
 
 Here our humblest homage pay we; 
 here in loving reverence bow; 
 here for faith’s discernment pray we, 
 lest we fail to know thee now. 
 Alleluia, 
 thou art here, we ask not how. 
 

Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 
 as of old in Bethlehem, 
 here as there thine angels hail thee, 
 Branch and Flower of Jesse’s stem. 
 Alleluia, 
 we in worship join with them. 
 
  
 



Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 
 once for all when thou wast slain, 
 in its fullness undiminished 
 shall for evermore remain, 
 Alleluia, 
 cleansing souls from every stain. 
 
 Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
 stricken rock from streaming side, 
 heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
 worship thee, the lamb who died, 
 Alleluia, 
 risen, ascended, glorified! 
      G.H. Bourne 

 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 
 make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
All Amen 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere 
to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and in these 
days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of 
your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in 
men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to 
them the gate of life eternal. 



And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound 
with gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of 
all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey 
his command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his 
blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and 
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of 
himself made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the 
coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we 
make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of 
thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, 



inspire us with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we 
worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as 
our Saviour has taught us 

All Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will 
live for ever. 

All Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
 give us this bread always. 
 
 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
We make a spiritual act of communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you 
have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have 
made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and 



raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All Amen 
 
Hymn 
 Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation; 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
 come ye who hear, 
 brothers and sisters draw near, 
 praise him in glad adoration. 
 
 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
 shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustained: 
 hast thou not seen 
 all that is needful hath been 
 granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend 
thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
ponder anew 
all the almighty can do, 
he who with love doth befriend thee. 
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen 
sound from his people again: 
gladly for ay we adore him. 
    Joachim Neander, trans Catherine Winkworth et al. 

 
Blessing 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will; and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
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