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As we enter Holy Week, we do so almost in exile from our church 
building. This is the week when we trace the journey of Jesus from 
his entry into Jerusalem, through to his last supper with his 
disciples, his betrayal, arrest, trial and crucifixion. Set against this 
dark backdrop, we anticipate the celebration to come and the release 
from pain, misunderstanding, sin and death, to the wonder of the 
empty tomb, freedom and life. 
 
The circumstances in which we find ourselves may to some extent 
join us to the isolation of Christ’s passion. Those who looked on may 
have considered Jesus to be just another crazed individual with 
strange ideas; others may have wondered if this man was indeed the 
awaited Messiah; some would misunderstand his actions and his 
words; others would make their own judgements and possibly think 
he got what was coming to him. In all this, how alone Jesus must 
have felt. He was unable to fully explain his story even to his closest 
friends. Ultimately, he found himself alone and isolated from all 
people, and on the cross this isolation extended even to a temporary 
severing of his relationship with his Father, God. 
 
Jesus underwent this severing of relationship so that we may never 
have to. His isolation healed any isolation that we may have felt from 
others, from ourselves and from God. The cross answers all gaps that 
exist between people, as well as those wounds that become apparent 
within ourselves, and those divisions that separate us from God. But 
we have to implement this healing by putting ourselves in Healing’s 
way. How do we do that? Let God answer that as we come before 
him each day of Holy Week and join Jesus on his journey to 
Jerusalem and to the Cross. 
 
 
 
 



This Week: 
 
Palm Sunday 
 
 

 
 
We can’t distribute palm crosses, but why not make your own? 
Below is a guide. Have a go if you have a suitably long leaf – I’ve had 
some measure of success with a daffodil leaf, but I’m sure I’d do 
better if I had access to a pampas grass. 
 
 
 
Here’s my daffodil effort: 
 

 
 

 

A picture drawn by Eva Lake 

Thank you, Eva! 



 

 
 



Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
Make use of the Stations of the Cross resource that will be posted 
under ‘Latest News’/Service Sheets. This is an adapted resource for 
our times, originally devised by the Faith Development Services 
Team of the Ossary Diocese in Ireland. The images that accompany 
each reflection are the work of Ken Cooke and were sourced from 
the Church of St George in Newbury. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
A service sheet will be posted in the same section of the website; 
along with a sermon for Maundy Thursday to be found in the 
sermon tab. 
 
Good Friday 
At the Lent Poetry Workshop held just before we were advised to 
close the church building, a number of imaginative poems and 
pieces of prose were created by those who attended. These will be 
posted as part of a service sheet that can be used on this most solemn 
of days. You may want to reflect on the individuals who have been 
imaginatively portrayed in these pieces. 
 
Easter Eve 
A day to consider the events of Holy Week and to stay with the 
darkness, isolation and fear that many are experiencing in our 
world today as a result of the Covid-19 virus. 
 
 
For your prayers this week: 
 
Our Mission Prayer theme for April is “Changing Lives”. 
A refuge is "a safe house for victims of abuse and their children to 
escape to where they can find support to help them rebuild their 
lives". We pray for all those in Poole Refuge at this time and trust 
that they may continue to live their lives free from abuse. 
 
For all hospitals, hospices, care homes and nursing homes in our 
area. We pray for staff and patients/residents.  
 
For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for 
the future. 
 



For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this 
lockdown situation is proving especially trying. Among these we 
remember those who usually attend Lunch Club, Circle Dancing, 
Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 
For those with young children who are trying to share their time 
between working at home and childcare; for those with financial 
anxieties; and for the children who find it hard to understand why 
they can’t see friends or use their usual playgrounds. 
 
 
Resources 

 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed 
for all worship, there are many other resources available to help you 
join in prayer and worship from your own home.  
 

• St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday 
morning. 
 

• Salisbury Cathedral are posting 10 minute reflections every 
day at 5.00pm.  The reflections on Palm Sunday and the 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week will be 
delivered by members of the Bishop's Staff.  The Bishop of 
Salisbury will be doing the one on Easter Day, also at 
5.00pm.  They are designed to help us make a corporate 
journey through Holy Week to Easter. 
www.salisburycathedral.org.uk 
 

•  “Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is 
posting on Facebook at 2p.m. each day. 
 

• The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular 
messages on Facebook, at the end of which she invites people 
to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

• Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 
 

https://anglican.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1382fc138f5abc38c79498c8e&id=26a046178d&e=40abd4a158
http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/
http://www.sacredspace.ie/


• Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this 
website, plus we’ll try to keep up to date with this weekly 
newssheet for information and encouragement. Please send 
your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

 
BBC Radio 

• Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to 
Saturday. Thought for the Day at around 7.45a.m. Monday to 
Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday on 
Long Wave only. During Lent there is a Lent Talk at 8.45p.m. 
Wednesday, repeated at the weekend. On Sundays there is an 
archive edition of Something Understood at 6.05a.m. and 
Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 

• Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 
3p.m. Sunday. 

 

• Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 
9.20a.m. 

 

• Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, 
Sunday 6a.m.-9a.m. 

 
BBC TV 

• Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 

• In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount 
of resources, including a weekly streamed act of worship at 
9a.m. on Sundays: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online 

 

mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online

