
Newsletter 3rd May 2020 

 

 

Post Easter we have so many rich scenarios painted for us in the gospels: the Walk to  

Emmaus, the resurrection appearances of Jesus to Mary, Peter, the disciples - among 

them, Thomas. One of the most vivid of these appearances comes in the account of the 

Breakfast on the Beach – see John 21. It is a most human story of the disciples itching to 

get going and to deal with their loss and confusion by immersing themselves in activity. 

They go back to what they know well – back to fishing. But Jesus intervenes, turns their 

fruitless pursuit of reclaiming the past into a joyful feast and a most satisfying encounter.  

Michael Beesley has written a meditation that invites us to take a beach walk with Jesus. 

Although for many in our parish it is not impossible to have a walk along the beach, other 

constraints might make that unfeasible. So it is good at this time to use our imaginations 

and to take a walk along the beach where we might meet with Jesus and be blessed by 

him. I hope you find this meditation helpful. If  you do, why not start a conversation and 

let us know what occurred on your imaginary walk? It might be a source of help and 

strength to others.  

This coming week we have two ‘Lesser Festivals’, as follows: 

Monday 4th May English Saints and Martyrs of  the Reformation Era 

Friday 8th May Julian of  Norwich, spiritual writer, c1417 

I’ve been reading Wolf  Hall whilst being locked down, so the reformation period is very 

much on my mind. Here’s one of  my favourite bits from the book, it ties in with the 

theme above of  resisting activity and cultivating stillness. It describes a meeting between 

Thomas Cromwell and Henry V!!!: 

He (Thomas Cromwell) sits quietly, watching Henry, trying by stillness to defuse 

the situation; to wrap the king in a blanketing silence, so that he, Henry, can listen 

to himself.  

This is what stillness can do – help us to listen to ourselves, and within that to listen to 

the Holy Spirit of  God guiding us, keeping us and inspiring us.  

Julian of  Norwich would have understood this. She kept silence in her cell, in her own 

‘lockdown’; she received visions that sustained her and that she shared with others. Her 

legacy is the conviction that the God who created us out of  love, also sustains us and 

wills for us to be united to him. She said “the worst has already happened and been  

repaired” and her most famous quote, which is one that we might cherish at this time 

of  our lockdown is: “All shall be well, all shall be well, and all manner of  things shall be 

well.” 

As this lockdown ‘wraps us in a blanketing silence’ may we hear God’s words to us  
today and in the coming days. 

Revd Sally 



NEWS FROM YOUR CHURCHWARDENS 
 
As you will have realised the Annual Parochial Church Meetings, which were due to take 
place on 26th April, had to be postponed.  The Diocese has extended the deadline for  
holding APCMs to end of October so hopefully we'll be able to fit one in before then.  This 
means that you are stuck with the three of us, Clive, David and me as Churchwardens until 
we manage to hold the APCM! 
As many of you will be aware, we published another advertisement in the Church Times 
for the post of Rector and I am pleased to say we had a better response than last time.   
However, due to Covid-19 we are unlikely to be holding interviews for the post until the  
autumn, so a new Rector would probably not be joining us until nearer Christmas.   
David has been pushing forward with the plans for the new toilet in the North porch and 
we hope to submit the plans to the DAC shortly.  

Jan Miller 

Poole Food Bank 
 

Poole Food Bank have sent out a plea to say that their food stocks are reducing rapidly. 
They would welcome financial donations but if you prefer to donate food their current  
requirements are:  
UHT milk, coffee, tinned potatoes, tinned rice pudding,  cereal, tinned meat, pasta sauces. 
They are open for food deliveries on Wednesdays from 9.30am—12.30pm. 
Financial support can be made in the following ways:  
• by cash/cheque to Poole Foodbank, Longfleet United Reformed Church, Longfleet 

Road, Poole, BH15 2HP or sent to Faithworks Wessex, Heron Court Road, Bourne-
mouth, Dorset, BH9 1DE. Cheques should be made payable to “Faithworks Wessex” 
but marked for Poole Food Bank.  

• Direct payment to the Faithworks Wessex CAF bank account (a/c 00015300, sort code 
40-52-40) but again, please specify that your donation is for Poole Food Bank.  

• Local giving: http://localgiving.org/ search for Faithworks Wessex and specify Poole 
Food Bank in the message box when you donate. 

• Monthly giving: text POOLE and the amount you wish to donate to 70085 eg POOLE10 
will create a £10 monthly gift. (You will be charged the amount donated, plus a stand-
ard network rate message. You will then be charged the donation amount to your 
monthly mobile bill.) 

The Food Bank Team say “Thank you so much for all your support in EVERY way. We come 
to the Food Bank everyday, knowing that we are working on your behalf to serve the local 
community”. 



For your prayers 
 

Our Mission Prayer: please pray for the work of SSAFA as they continue to offer support 
and contact during the lockdown to the many ex service personnel  and their families  
during this worrying time. 
 
Elizabeth Airey’s funeral will take place on Wednesday 13th May at 12 noon. Please hold 
Elizabeth’s family in your prayers at this time. 
 
Please pray for the residents and staff  of Ashley Court, Alexandra House, Hillsdon Nursing 
Home, Homelake House and Regency Manor during this extraordinarily difficult situation 
for them. 
 
South Sudan: There will be a zoom prayer meeting on Monday May 4th at 12.25 for 
12.30pm. The link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89165403044?pwd=VmdWYTJJRGV1aE9OY21PRDBtRmhhUT09 
Meeting ID: 891 6540 3044. Password: 008212. 
 
For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 
For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 
For those with young children who are trying to share their time between working at home 
and childcare; for those with financial anxieties; and for the children who find it hard to 
understand why they can’t see friends or use their usual playgrounds. 
 
Baden Powell and St Peter's Church of England Junior School. 
There are usually 10 members of staff on site at any one time, with between 40 and 50 
children present. Please pray for all staff, children and parents at this time; especially for 
those who need to make decisions for the future in these times of uncertainty. 
 
Resources 

 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 

are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 

home.  
 

St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

 “A Meditation - Meeting Jesus on The Beach” by Michael Beesley is on St Peter’s  
 website. 
 

“Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 
 

The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. Please 
send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89165403044?pwd=VmdWYTJJRGV1aE9OY21PRDBtRmhhUT09
http://www.sacredspace.ie
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 Daily Hope, a free phone line, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full 
 worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The 
 line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up  
 particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of  
 restrictions in mind. If  you know anyone who would benefit from this service, please 
 pass these details on. 
 

Churches in Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole supported by Faithworks Wessex are 
setting up a Prayer Line to enable members of the public to be able to ask someone on 
the phone to pray for a specific situation. Those praying would encourage those who 
call to try praying for themselves.  
This would also support a wider “Try Praying” initiative” in the town (based on the 
resources at www.trypraying.co.uk). Pray-ers would need to complete an application 
form, provide references and undergo some training. If  this is something you might be 
interested in exploring please contact Revd Sally. 
 
During the period between Ascension and Pentecost we are all encouraged to link into 
the national Thy Kingdom Come initiative http://www.thykingdomcome.global  
 
In the current crisis a 24/7 prayer site has been set up. To make use of the 24-7  
resources go to https://www.24-7prayer.com 
 
 
BBC TV 
 
Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 
In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 
 
BBC Radio 
 
Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 
Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 

 
Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 

 
Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.-9a.m. 
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