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This weekend brings us to a kind of crossroads. A ‘new roadmap’ will be unveiled to us on  

Sunday and we already have hints that the lockdown is to be relaxed to some extent. For the 

past 6 weeks, clergy have not been allowed to enter the church for prayer; but on Wednesday 6
th
 

May, Bishop Nicholas wrote to say that clergy may now enter the church for their private prayers;  

they may ring the bells to indicate that prayer is back on the horizon of our churches and live-

streaming may take place from inside the church. 

Restrictions remain in place for ‘mass’ gatherings – a fitting description in our case as we are still 

unable to celebrate the Mass together in church. Richard McLester is doing sterling work in  

facilitating our live streamed services and because his technology is pivotal to the continuation of 

these services, it is likely that contributors will continue to gather virtually from their own homes 

for the foreseeable future. But watch this space for any changes to these plans. 

This coming week we have two ‘Lesser Festivals’, as follows:  

Tuesday 12
th
 May – Gregory Dix, priest, monk, scholar, 1952 

Saturday 16
th
 May Caroline Chisholm, social reformer, 1877 

And a Saint’s Day on 

Thursday 14
th
 May Matthias the Apostle 

This week may be a good time to reflect on our liturgy. The word is not just about the words of 

our church services; the original meaning of the word ‘liturgy’ was ‘the work of the people’.  

Gregory Dix wrote a book called The Shape of the Liturgy, and in this he outlined the four-fold 

shape of our Mass: offertory, prayer, fraction and communion. By offertory, he meant not just our 

financial offerings together with the bread and wine that are brought up during the time of the  

offering; he meant the whole of our world’s life and needs. As we watch our world being affected 

by the Covid 19 virus, it becomes clear that we are not as connected as we might be to the  

various countries around our globe. There are different measurements of statistics, different  

approaches to the containment of the virus and different levels of lockdown and exit plans. As 

work continues on finding a vaccine and treatments for this disease, please pray that this might 

be a time when nations come together. As our worship is restricted and we are unable to  

experience the words and the works of liturgy as we have done in the past, may we bring the 

world to God in our prayers and ask his help in uniting us and making us a more joined up race of 

human beings.  

The shape of our liturgy continues in this way as our hearts and minds are enlarged through the 
work of our offertory. 

Revd Sally 

           The UK Blessing 

Churches around the UK have come together to sing a blessing over the nation during the 

current situation. It is wonderfully uplifting. Find it on You Tube at “The UK Blessing”. 



Christian Aid 
 

This week, 10th -16th May, is Christian Aid Week. 
Coronavirus means that this year’s Christian Aid 

Week will be very different. There will be no sponsored walk along the prom and no 
house-to-house collecting, both of which usually make up the majority of the funds raised 
through St Peter’s. Sadly the need amongst the world’s poorest communities remains very 
great. Whilst it is hoped that once we are all back together again in St Peter’s we will be 
able to raise much needed funds for Christian Aid, please do consider making a donation 
on-line now if  you are able to at www.christianaid.org.uk 
 

From Christian Aid’s website: The coronavirus outbreak 
threatens the health of our neighbours near and far.  
Together we must respond quickly to help the most  
vulnerable.  
 

Coronavirus has shown us that our futures are bound 
more tightly together than ever before. And now it is 
spreading across the world’s poorest countries, putting 
people living in poverty at great risk.  These people are  
already facing a lack of water, food and healthcare. Some 
are homeless. Some are living with underlying health  
issues such as HIV.  
 

As coronavirus infection rates speed up, they will feel the 
impacts of the virus deeply. We must respond now. 
 

Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. 
 

Christian Aid’s response 
 

Together with our local partners, we are working quickly to limit the impact of coronavirus in some 
of the most vulnerable communities around the world.   

• We are drawing on our experience from the Ebola crisis and helping communities to prevent 
and delay infection.   

• We are providing essential soap, water and handwashing training. 

• We are ensuring urgent health messages get through to help keep people safe. 

• We are working through our networks of church partners and faith-based organisations to 
reach the most vulnerable at this critical time. 

 

With your help we can do even more. 
 

We're responding now 
 

Christian Aid is responding to the coronavirus outbreak in Africa, Asia and Latin America and the 
Caribbean.  
 

We're working together with partners and faith leaders to inform people about the risks, offering 
hygiene and hand washing sessions, equipping health facilities with supplies and providing train-
ing to frontline aid workers.  
 

We're providing food packages to some of the most marginalised families and ensuring protection 
for women affected by domestic violence. 
 

Your gifts will save lives 
 

Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. Now is the time to reach out to our neigh-
bours near and far. 
 

Poor communities are hit hardest by coronavirus. It’s affecting families living in overcrowded refu-
gee camps, and many vulnerable people who have no water to clean their hands. 
 

With your support, we can limit the impact of the virus, with life-saving soap and water. 
 

 

Your global neighbours urgently need your help. Please support our response to the  
coronavirus pandemic and give what you can today. Thank you. 



Elizabeth Airey 

Elizabeth was married to Tom, a senior member of staff at Barclays Bank. They spent some 

years in Nigeria when Tom was posted there to manage the bank’s business.  

While there, Elizabeth was pleased to put her Christian faith into practice by setting up a Girl 

Guides’ group to support the well-being of the children in the area where she and Tom lived. 

Elizabeth was always very proud of their three sons, Thomas, Anthony and Peter, all of whom 

did well in a variety of businesses after their boarding school education back in the UK. 

When Elizabeth and Tom returned from Nigeria to live in Poole near the Barclays’ headquarters, 

they set up home in Flambard Road. They became members of St Peter’s Church; and took part 

faithfully in the 8 a.m. Communion each Sunday. Elizabeth became a regular reader of the Old or 

New Testament lessons which she always prepared well and expressed thoughtfully with clear 

understanding. 

After Tom died, Elizabeth moved to a flat in Powell Road. There, she welcomed into her home  

St Peter’s house groups following the annual Lent and Advent courses.  

Elizabeth was a long-standing member of St Peter’s Mothers’ Union.  She took the role of Leader 

about 30 years ago, representing St Peter’s at diocesan and national events. Then, she became 

Treasurer for a time and continued to serve on committees for many years.  Elizabeth is  

remembered affectionately and with gratitude for her dedication, loyalty and loving-kindness. 

Elizabeth continued to maintain friendship with many families connected with Barclays Bank and 

enjoyed taking part in trips and events they organised. 

When Elizabeth needed more care with her daily life, she moved to Regency Manor Care Home. 

There, she maintained her Christian commitment though her prayer life and taking part regularly 

in the weekly Communion led by their chaplain.  

Elizabeth often said she was very grateful for the care she was being given by the staff at  

Regency Manor and the way they made her feel content and at ease despite her ailments. 



For your prayers 
 

The theme for May is Christian Aid. From Christian Aid's website, let us remember the 
words: "Love never fails." Dear God your love protects from storms, from drought and now 
from coronavirus. Your love protects our global neighbours battling the spread of this ill-
ness. Your love protects with soap, clear water and medical supplies.  
 
Elizabeth Airey’s funeral will take place on Wednesday 13th May at 12 noon. Please hold 
Elizabeth’s family in your prayers at this time. 
 
Please pray for the residents and staff  of Ashley Court, Alexandra House, Hillsdon Nursing 
Home, Homelake House and Regency Manor during this extraordinarily difficult situation 
for them. 
 
For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 
For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 
For those with young children who are trying to share their time between working at home 
and childcare; for those with financial anxieties; and for the children who find it hard to 
understand why they can’t see friends or use their usual playgrounds. 
 
Baden Powell and St Peter's Church of England Junior School. 
There are usually 10 members of staff  on site at any one time, with between 40 and 50 
children present. Please pray for all staff, children and parents at this time; especially for 
those who need to make decisions for the future in these times of uncertainty. 
 
Resources 

 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 

are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 

home.  
 

St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

 “A Meditation - Meeting Jesus on The Beach” by Michael Beesley is on St Peter’s  
 website. 
 

“Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 
 

The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. This 
week there will be sermons from Sally Bedborough and Michael Beesley. 
Please send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

http://www.sacredspace.ie
mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk


 Daily Hope, a free phone line, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full 
 worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The 
 line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up  
 particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of  
 restrictions in mind. If  you know anyone who would benefit from this service, please 
 pass these details on. 
 

Churches in Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole supported by Faithworks Wessex are 
setting up a Prayer Line to enable members of the public to be able to ask someone on 
the phone to pray for a specific situation. Those praying would encourage those who 
call to try praying for themselves.  
This would also support a wider “Try Praying” initiative” in the town (based on the 
resources at www.trypraying.co.uk). Pray-ers would need to complete an application 
form, provide references and undergo some training. If  this is something you might be 
interested in exploring please contact Revd Sally. 
 
During the period between Ascension and Pentecost we are all encouraged to link into 
the national Thy Kingdom Come initiative http://www.thykingdomcome.global  
 
In the current crisis a 24/7 prayer site has been set up. To make use of the 24-7  
resources go to https://www.24-7prayer.com 
 
 
BBC TV 
 
Sunday Worship is on BBC1 at 10.45am. 
 
Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 
In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 
 
BBC Radio 
 
Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 
Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 

 
Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 

 
Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.-9a.m. 
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