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The Easter period culminates in the Festival of Pentecost; the time when the gift of the  

Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and the church was born! 

The Holy Spirit is symbolised in five ways: wind, water, fire, oil and a dove. 

Pondering these symbols, I want to share some thoughts about how the dove, especially, 

can be our comforter, encourager and guide at this time of lockdown.  

First, the dove is a gentle bird. How much we need this gentleness in these difficult times 

when we might be feeling anxious and concerned for our own health and the health of 

our loved ones. We might have enjoyed the slower pace of lockdown life for a while, but 

then find that it’s palled as we are without our usual social interactions. With time on our 

hands we might feel we should be doing something worthy: learning a new language or 

skill, catching up with spring cleaning and tackling all those outstanding chores we’ve 

previously had no time to complete…..and yet feelings of lethargy can descend and the 

days go by with us having achieved little or nothing. This is when gentleness is key to our 

wellbeing. Can we accept the Holy Spirit’s gift of gentleness? Allowing the Spirit to be our 

counsellor, the one who understands our lack of drive, and who advises us to be care-full 

of ourselves? These times we are going through are shocking and people in shock need 

gentleness, rather than demands, goals and targets. So the Holy Spirit can be that gentle 

dove of peace, so necessary for our health in mind, body and spirit. 

Secondly, the dove is an alert bird. How relevant is that in these times? When doves stoop 

to drink at sources of water, they keep their eyes on the landscape; they are constantly 

watchful. Just this past Sunday, our readings included a section from the first letter of  

Peter, where we were bidden to ‘be alert’. The latest government advice includes this 

phrase. It was welcomed fairly coolly when it was first announced, criticised for being 

‘too general’. And yet it is good advice. To be alert is to be aware, watchful, careful and 

fully alive! 

Thirdly and finally, the dove is that bird that was released from the ark in Noah’s time. 

The dove searched out safety. It looked for land and after a failed attempt, it eventually 

found a symbol that would be an assurance of the subsidence of chaos – an olive leaf. 

May the Holy Spirit be our guide in this same way, steering us to places of safety and 

guarding us from taking risks that endanger ourselves and others.  

This Pentecost, let us hold this symbol of the dove in our hearts as we ponder its gentle 

message of care, alertness and safety. 

Revd Sally 



“Praying and Fasting for Climate Justice on the First Day of Each Month” 

With services in church still suspended, please, set aside midday on 1st June to join with 

our prayer group to bring to mind and pray for those around God’s world whose lives 

are being wrecked by bereavement, loss of homes and livelihood, all caused by the dam-

aging effects of climate change: flooding, drought, uncontrollable fires, cyclones, tsuna-

mi, and rising sea levels.  

Please, pray especially for those struck on 15th May by Typhoon Vongfong which hit The 

Philippines at the beginning of the typhoon season. The destructive winds of 120 mph 

caused tens of thousands to be evacuated while they also have to cope with the Corona-

virus. Imagine what it would be like if  this happened in the UK. We’ll remember also 

those still suffering from the devastating effects of the terrifying bush fires in New South 

Wales and Victoria in Australia; and those in African countries where drought has 

caused loss of clean water, crops and livestock, leading to severe hunger, disease and 

death, with them too having to cope with the Coronavirus. Let’s remember also in our 

prayers those in Wales, The Midlands and West Yorkshire whose homes and towns are 

still uninhabitable after the flooding of the Storms Ciera, Denis and Jorge in  

February and March, with reparations still delayed by the Coronavirus “lock-downs”.    

Pray also for our national and international leaders who have the power to make  

decisions to reduce the human causes of climate change, especially those who met in 

Madrid on 2nd December and agreed to try to reduce carbon emissions. Pray too for 

yourself  that you’ll be guided to care for God’s gift of creation by doing all you can to 

reduce the causes of global warming.  

Let’s pray too that ways will be found in the years ahead to maintain the cleaner air in 

major cities around the world and the repairing of the ozone layer over the earth. These 

are happening because damaging carbon emissions have been significantly reduced as 

most forms of air, sea and land transport have been stopped during the Coronavirus 

pandemic lock-down in most countries.   

Beyond Pentecost - the week ahead: 

Monday 1st June Visit of  the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
 
Wednesday 3rd June Martyrs of  Uganda 
 
Thursday 4th June Petroc, abbot, 6th Century 
 
Friday 5th June Boniface, (Wynfrith) bishop, martyr, 754 
 
Saturday 6th June Ini Kopuria, founder of  the Melanesian Brotherhood, 1945  



For your prayers 
 

Our theme for May is Christian Aid. "For it is certain that whatever seeming calamity hap-
pens to you, if  you thank and praise God for it, you turn it into a blessing" - William Law. 
 
Please pray for the residents and staff  of Ashley Court, Alexandra House, Hillsdon Nursing 
Home, Homelake House and Regency Manor during this extraordinarily difficult situation 
for them. 
 
Please pray for all key workers including NHS staff, those who work in care homes, and 
paid carers who are caring for people in their own homes. 
 
For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 
For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 
For those with young children who are trying to share their time between working at home 
and childcare; for those with financial anxieties; and for the children who find it hard to 
understand why they can’t see friends or use their usual playgrounds. 
 
Baden Powell and St Peter's Church of England Junior School. 
There are usually 10 members of staff  on site at any one time, with between 40 and 50 
children present. Please pray for all staff, children and parents at this time; especially for 
those who need to make decisions for the future in these times of uncertainty. 
 
Resources 

 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 
are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 
home.  
 

St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

 “A Meditation - Meeting Jesus on The Beach” by Michael Beesley is on St Peter’s  
 website. 
 

“Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 
 

The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 

Interviews for a new Rector 
We had anticipated that because of Covid-19 we would not be able to interview for our 
new Rector until September but we are hoping to bring it forward to 8th July.  Obviously 
this will depend on the progress of getting the 'R' value down but let's hope and pray this 
will be possible.  We will let you know of any further developments. 



Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. 
Please send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

 
 The UK Blessing: Churches around the UK have come together to sing a blessing over 
 the nation during the current situation. Find it on You Tube at “The UK Blessing”. 
 

Daily Hope, a free phone line, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full  
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The line – 
which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up  

 particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of  
 restrictions in mind. If  you know anyone who would benefit from this service, please 
 pass these details on. 

 
In the current crisis a 24/7 prayer site has been set up. To make use of the 24-7  
resources go to https://www.24-7prayer.com 
 
 
BBC TV 
 
Sunday Worship is on BBC1 at 10.45am. 
 
Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 
In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 
 
BBC Radio 
 
Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 
Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 

 
Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 

 
Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.-9a.m. 
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