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Dear Friends 

  

I don’t know about you but I am trying to keep 

busy doing anything and everything I can so 

that each day doesn’t merge into the next.  Mind 

you, some days I wake up and wonder which day 

it is.  Have you noticed the silence outside? 

 

I am one of the 1.5 million people who received a 

letter from the NHS telling me that I must not go 

out for at least 12 weeks as I am at high risk of 

catching Covid-19; hence, why I am trying to 

keep busy. 

 

I am sending you all my thoughts and prayers 

in the hope that you remain well. 

 

Do keep well and stay safe. 

  

With very best wishes 

  

Sylvia 

  

 

 

 

PS:  Handwritten articles should be left in the 

Parish office. 

 
Email:  sylviaandmike13@outlook.com 

 
 

mailto:sylviaandmike13@outlook.com
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Do Not Be Afraid 

 

One of the problems about writing for parish magazines like 

Outlook, is the long lead time. This has to be written some three 

to four weeks before anyone (apart from the editor!) is likely to 

be able to read it. We’re only into the second week of lockdown 

due to the Coronavirus pandemic. I expect the lockdown will 

still be in place. I don’t know whether it will be more severe or 

whether there may be signs that it will be made less severe. What 

is, unfortunately, certain is that Coronavirus will still be 

affecting the lives of everyone in this country. Even more it will 

be affecting lives in parts of the world that don’t have the 

infrastructure and medical facilities that we have in the First 

World - where those have been challenged and overrun. 

 

People have understandably been frightened: frightened for their 

own safety and for the safety of their loved ones, particularly if 

they are elderly or vulnerable. They have been frightened about 

job security, loss of income, their mortgage and other payments. 

Owners of businesses are frightened about whether their 

business can survive. With the cancellation of GCSE and A-

level examinations, many young people are frightened about the 

effect that might have on their futures. 

 

Meanwhile the church has been celebrating Easter, albeit in an 

altogether new way with help from streamed and broadcast 

services from otherwise empty churches or the priest’s study. 

The Easter season continues right through May, ending with 

Pentecost on its final day. 

 

The first Easter and the first day of Pentecost both involved 

frightened people. Those first Christians - although they didn’t 

yet have that title - were frightened because their new-found 

faith in Jesus seemed to have been shattered. They were 
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frightened, too, and indeed were in lockdown because they 

feared the religious authorities might come after them as well. 

‘Do not be afraid,’ Jesus says to them in St Matthew’s Gospel. 

Gradually they became aware that Jesus was alive, and in a new 

way. That belief, strengthened by the gift of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost, gave them strength and confidence to face the future.  

At present we cannot tell what the future holds, but gradually 

some sort of normality will return. We will pick up the pieces 

and go back to work, socializing, school and so on. Public 

church services will resume. But fears and worries will continue. 

Countries will be carrying huge debts; businesses may struggle 

to get going again. Many families will be suffering from the loss 

of loved ones and ongoing financial problems. That is the reality: 

it’s not going to alter. But our meeting with the risen Lord, as 

we continue to celebrate our Easter faith, can help us to face the 

future with strength and some sort of confidence. We may well 

need it. 

 

‘Put your hand into the hand of God,’ as the poet Minnie Louise 

Haskins put it. 

 

Fr Keith 

************ 
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Stained Glass Windows at Salisbury Cathedral 

 

 

 
 

One of Salisbury Cathedral’s magnificent stained glass windows 

has been restored, thanks to fundraising by its Friends’ 

association.  The money was raised at the Friends’ 2019 open 

gardens event and matched by the sales of paintings and a book 

by Salisbury Florilegium Society. 

 

A group of the Friends visited the cathedral’s glaziers’ workshop 

earlier this year to learn about the restoration process.  The 

window, one of twelve, by Clayton & Bell, was erected by 

‘grateful patients and friends’ in memory of William Martin 

Coates in 1886. 

 

Senior conservator Sam Kelly said water had been pouring 

through the window.  “When we put up the scaffolding, we 

discovered that the top was hanging out and could have fallen 

out,” he said. 

 

During the 16th century a huge amount of glazing and 

blacksmithing was being done and most of the bar work of the 

The stained glass window, which has 

been refurbished thanks to a grant from 

the Friends. 

(picture by Sam Kelly) 
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nave windows was 16th century.   However, the bars above the 

16th century ones were medieval and this explained why water 

was pouring in: in medieval times, handmade blacksmith’s nails 

would have been used and when these fail, the bars that held the 

glass in place also fail, letting in water. 

 

 
 

He explained that when a window is brought to the workshop, 

two rubbings are made of it and all the details of the work to be 

done are marked on the rubbings: the one on brown paper is the 

working document and the one on white paper is kept forever to 

enable future glaziers to know what materials had been used.   

 

“After this is done, we strip the old leadwork out and re-lead,” 

he said.  “We take it apart and lay it out like a jigsaw. Everything 

has to fit to the bar work.  It is impurities that make bars rust, so 

the more it is worked, the more impurities are worked out of the 

metal.  “Nowadays stainless steel is used – we cannot afford to 

have bars blacksmith-made!  Every light has at least a couple of 

bars on it to hold it totally in place.” 

 

The window was returned to the south nave aisle during March, 

just before the cathedral was closed to visitors due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 

 

Glazier Tom Clarke gets to 

work on the restoration. 

(picture by Sam Kelly) 
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Thoughtful Spot – Easter 2  

 

Acts 2 vv.14a + 22-32: St Peter addressed the crowds in 

Jerusalem. He declared that Jesus, whose actions were inspired 

by God, had been put to death by the Romans. But God has 

raised this Jesus from death, for, as David predicted, God would 

never abandon Him to death; and now from God’s right hand, 

His Spirit has been sent out to inspire all who witnessed this 

miraculous event so they will bring others to faith in Him.   

        

1 Peter 1 vv.3-9: St Peter writes to Jewish Christians who’ve 

settled in Asia Minor. He says that through their faith in the risen 

Jesus, God has given them an assured place in heaven. He says 

he knows their faith is being tested by suffering; but this will only 

make it more precious, like refined gold, He commends their 

love for and joyful faith in Jesus, saying these are signs of the 

salvation of their souls.    

 

St John 20 vv.19-31: St John tells us how the risen Jesus came 

to his disciples in a locked room, showed them His wounded 

hands and side, and empowered them with the Spirit to be His 

representatives. Thomas was not with them and doubted what 

they told him until, at another meeting, he too faced the risen 

Jesus. Jesus commended those whose faith doesn’t rely on 

physical proof. 

 

This is the second week when we rejoice in wonderful accounts 

of Jesus’ resurrection as witnessed and recorded in today’s Bible 

passages by two key disciples, St Peter and St John. 

  

In our first reading, we’re told how St Peter addressed the 

confused crowds in Jerusalem. They were from different 

countries and were confused because they were each able to hear 

in their own language the Good News of Jesus’ life and 
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resurrection. Peter told them that when this wonderful Jesus was 

killed by the Romans, God would never let His life be 

permanently extinguished; just as the great king David 

predicted, when he said “He was not abandoned in Hades, nor 

did his flesh experience corruption”.  

 

Peter went on to say, using the words of the prophet Joel, that 

God has now sent out His Spirit to inspire all who’ve witnessed 

this amazing event to spread the Good News of Jesus’ life so that 

all who believe in Him will be saved. 

 

In the Gospel reading, St John tells us how he witnessed, with 

other disciples, Jesus coming to them when they were in a locked 

room, hiding from Jewish authorities. He showed them His 

wounded hands and side, and empowered them with the Spirit 

to bring forgiveness to those who repent of their wrong-doings 

and to leave in their sinfulness those who would not repent.  

 

Thomas was not with them for this miraculous appearance of 

their risen Lord, and he refused to believe Jesus had risen from 

death until he saw Him and his wounds with his own eyes. 

 

A week later, Thomas was with the disciples when Jesus 

appeared to them again. He told Thomas to examine his 

wounded hands and side. Thomas was overwhelmed by this 

experience, and exclaimed “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus noted 

that Thomas now believed because he’d had physical proof; but 

He went on to commend those who come to faith in Him without 

such proof.    

 

In the second reading, St Peter echoes this affirmation in what 

he wrote to the Christian Jews in Asia Minor. He told them that 

through their faith in the risen Jesus, God had given them an 

assured place in heaven. He says he knows their faith is being 
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tested by suffering; but their endurance will make it only more 

precious, like refined gold. He commends their love for and 

joyful faith in Jesus, saying these are signs of the salvation of 

their souls. 

 

All this is wonderful assurance for us too in our faith, knowing 

it is supported by such reliable witness statements from those 

who saw and talked with Jesus after His resurrection and had 

personal contact with Him in His new life beyond the grave.  We 

can also be reassured by Jesus’ words to Thomas that we are 

blessed because our faith is based on trust, and does not depend 

on the kind of physical proof Thomas demanded. 

 

Also important for us are the two greetings of the risen Jesus to 

his friends and disciples when he appeared to them so 

unexpectedly. First, “Do not be afraid!” which we heard Him 

say in the Gospel for Easter Day when He appeared to the two 

Marys as they left the empty tomb, and second, “Peace be with 

you!” His greeting to the disciples in the locked room.   

 

Life at the moment is full of fear as we live with the possible 

effects of the spreading of the Coronavirus. Will we catch it? If 

we do, what will it do to us? What will happen if someone we 

love is infected?   How will we and others cope if we have to be 

isolated for a long time?  What can we do to help those who are 

vulnerable and live alone?  A faithful lady said this to me: “If I 

catch this virus, become seriously ill and am likely to die, I will 

put myself into God’s hands and hear Jesus say to me, “Do not 

be afraid, for I am with you whatever happens”. She said also, 

“I will try to bring reassurance and support to anyone I know 

who has to be self-isolated alone.”  This is a marvellous example 

of someone for whom the risen Jesus is very close, and who is 

consoled and inspired by His living presence always alongside 

her. She trusts with her whole heart and mind that she’s always 
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held in God’s love whatever happens to her.  This lady is clearly 

inspired by those key words of Jesus as she faces the same 

anxieties and fears we all do: “Do not be afraid!” and “Peace be 

with you!” 

 

During this time when we have to be without the support and 

reassurance of our worship in church, perhaps we can all set 

aside a time each day when we sit down comfortably in a space 

that’s special to us, indoors or outdoors. Then, slow down our 

breathing and sense Jesus alongside us. We can tell Him our 

fears for ourselves, for those we love and others for whom we 

are especially worried, and hear Him say to us “Do not be 

afraid!” and “Peace be with you”; and His promise, “Remember 

I am with you till the end of time”.  (St Matthew Chapter 28 

v.20). 

 

Now, in a time of silence, sense Jesus alongside you now. Tell 

him your fears and anxieties; and hear him say to you: “Peace 

be with you. Do not be afraid” and also whatever else He wants 

to say to you; or it may feel right just to sit quietly with Him, 

letting Him hold you in the reassurance of His loving presence.  

Finally, be reassured by repeating this verse from Anna Barrett 

Warner’s hymn: 

 

“Jesus loves me still today, 

Walking with me on my way, 

wanting as a friend to give 

Light and love to all who live.”  

Amen  

 

Michael Beesley  

 

 

************ 
                Can a match box?  No but a tin can!   
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MEWS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
3 Bournemouth Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH14 0EF 

Telephone:  01202 741169 
  

YEATMANS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 Albert Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH12 2BZ 

Telephone:  01202 741340 
  

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants 

Serving The Community 

For Over 100 Years  

 

Part of Dignity plc (a British Company) 



 

P
ag
e1
2

 

Dorset Historic Churches 

Holy Rood, Shillingstone 

 

Shillingstone features in the Domesday Book of 

1086 as a settlement of 46 households, with 

meadow, woodlands and a mill, under the 

lordship of Ascelin. Its name is a derivation of 

Eschelling’s (or Ascelin’s) town. 

 

There was probably a wooden church here in Saxon times but 

the current building dates from the C12th, constructed in banded 

flint and ashlar masonry. The square Purbeck marble font inside 

the church comes from this period and about 150 metres south 

of the church is the base of a medieval cross. The church was 

enlarged in the C15th and the impressive pulpit added in the 

C17th.  

 

In 1842, the hymn writer, Edward Dayman was appointed 

Rector. 

 

The most noticeable change to the church took place in 1888 

when F. W. Hunt remodelled the building and GF Bodley added 

the North Aisle together with the attractive painted ceiling of the 

nave. 

 

Shillingstone once had the tallest maypole in Dorset – 86 feet 

high and as an agricultural community, specialised in the 

production of moss. 

 

Jane Winter 

************ 
  

What do you call ten rabbits marching backwards? 

A receding hareline! 
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St Mary’s and the Coronavirus 

 

Churches are closed at present for Public Worship because of 

the Coronavirus but can be kept open to the general public for 

private prayer if social distancing is applied.  St Mary’s 

Branksea, being the Parish Church for Brownsea Island has 

more of a problem. As a National Trust volunteer on Brownsea 

Island, I have been told today that the island will be closed to the 

general public from Saturday 21 March. The closure is a 

temporary measure and will be under constant review. The 

island residents (about 30 including 9 children) will still have 

access to St Mary’s if they wish to visit it.  

 

The Castle has already closed as a hotel for John Lewis 

Partnership for at least 8 weeks. The campsite normally opens at 

Easter but will remain closed until 30 April, as will South Shore 

Lodge (a bunkhouse sleeping 24 people) and the two National 

Trust Holiday Cottages. The islanders are not cut off as 

Enterprise (National Trust boat) and Castello (John Lewis 

Partnership boat) will still operate to allow the residents access 

to the mainland. BOAT (Brownsea Island Open Air Theatre) has 

postponed the performance of Romeo and Juliet until next year. 

The Nature Reserve run by Dorset Wildlife Trust will also be 

closed. All planned events on Brownsea are cancelled until at 

least Sunday 31 May. 

 

Brownsea Island opened to the public for weekends on Saturday 

1 February and daily from Saturday 14 March. The weather, 

mainly gales, caused closure for at least 3 days and a less 

frequent boat service. The wildlife had just got used to the public 

being back and now the red squirrels, peacocks, sika deer, 

rabbits, bats, water voles, pheasants and all the other birds have 

the island to themselves again. This latest closure will not be as 

long as when Mary Florence Bonham Christie bought the island 
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in 1927, wanted it to be for nature and all the islanders had to 

leave. The island gradually became very overgrown and 

buildings became ruins. When National Trust took over the 

island in 1962, much clearance and buildings repair was needed. 

Maryland Village was demolished in 1964 but most of the other 

buildings survived. 

 

On National Trust webpage it says, ‘The Trust’s coast and 

countryside places will be open as usual with any car park 

charges suspended and the charity is working where it can to 

keep outdoor spaces open and free to access.’ This has proved 

not possible for Brownsea Island because a boat service is 

needed to access it. Let us hope that we will still be able to 

celebrate Sea Sunday with the Blessing of the Sea in July. 
 

(This article was written before church buildings and National Trust car 

parks, parks and gardens were closed.) 

 

Janet Mellors  

Branksea St Mary  
 

************ 
 

And Finally …… 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


