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This Thursday will be the feast of Corpus Christi, or the Day of Thanksgiving for the  
Institution of Holy Communion.  Our gospel reading is taken from the gospel of John 
chapter 6:51-58 - 
‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 
for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ 
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?’ 53 So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food 
and my blood is true drink. 56 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so who-
ever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 
like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 
for ever.’ 
How strange these words seem to us – eating flesh? Drinking blood? And how would those 

words have been received by those first listeners? And yet, eating bread and drinking wine 

is much more understandable and accessible – for most of us. 

One of the treasures Ken and I have discovered in this time of Lockdown has been the  

discovery of some fine, local, independent shops in Wimborne. Each Saturday we have  

cycled over to Wimborne from our home in Oakdale for what we describe as our ‘foraging 

trip’. We come home laden with fresh veg, meat and bread. The latter from a bakery that 

has only just re-opened. The selection of bread in there is wonderful – I hardly trust Ken 

to do that part of the shopping as we always end up with extravagant confections of some 

sort! 

But the choice of bread is astounding: not just white, brown and wholemeal, but sour-

dough, pumpkin seeded spelt, rustic granary and light rye and caraway to name but a 

few. What a choice! 

And perhaps seeds of different kinds, herbs, fruit and spices were added to the bread Jesus 

shared with his friends, and which he urged them to use as a symbol and reminder of his 

flesh. 

In our culture we have enormous choice: we are surrounded by so much variety. And 

maybe Jesus knew variety of this sort as well. At his disposal, as well as ours, would have 

been the cereal and grains needed to form the bread, along with water and various  

additional ingredients. Nothing exotic, just the simple elements and natural plants at hand.  

This reminds me of a wonderful line from a eucharistic prayer in an Iona liturgy: ‘we take 

the ordinary things of this world, which Christ will make special….’ 

In this coming week, can we take time to notice the so-called ‘ordinary things’ of this 

world? Especially at this time when taking the blessed bread of the eucharist is not  

available to us as it has usually been? Can we welcome the fresh air, the birdsong, the wild 

flowers; the voices of friends and family; the variety of simple sounds, sights, smells, tastes 

and touches as those ordinary routes by which Jesus makes himself  known to us? 



For your prayers 
 
The usual theme for June is "Helping Others". It seems appropriate this year that, instead 
of praying for missions or societies, we should remember the many individuals who have 
worked tirelessly during the last couple of months to keep us all safe. Let us pray for all 
those working in our local hospitals and care homes especially those known to us. 
 

Please pray for the residents and staff  of Ashley Court, Alexandra House, Hillsdon Nursing 
Home, Homelake House and Regency Manor during this extraordinarily difficult situation 
for them. 
 

For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 

For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 

Baden Powell and St Peter's Church of England Junior School. 

Interviews for a new Rector 
We had anticipated that because of Covid-19 we would not be able to interview for our 
new Rector until September but we are hoping to bring it forward to 8th July.  Obviously 
this will depend on the progress of getting the 'R' value down but let's hope and pray this 
will be possible.  We will let you know of any further developments. 

And then let us return to the simplest, most profound prayer of all; the one given to us by 

Jesus, the bread of life, as we pray with confidence: 

Our Father  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
For ever and ever.  Amen. 

We send very good wishes to our organist, Bev, who is celebrating his 80th birthday 
this Friday, 12th June. He has made a huge contribution to our church music over the 
years and we acknowledge this with gratitude and appreciation. We also send good 
wishes to his wife, Chloe, who celebrated her birthday recently and we thank her too 
for all her support. We look forward to a time when we can enjoy our musical worship 
once again. 



Resources 
 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 
are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 
home.  
 

St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

 “A Meditation - Meeting Jesus on The Beach” by Michael Beesley is on St Peter’s  
 website. 
 

“Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 
 

The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. 
Please send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

 

 The UK Blessing: Churches around the UK have come together to sing a blessing over 
 the nation during the current situation. Find it on You Tube at “The UK Blessing”. 
 

Daily Hope, a free phone line, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full  
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The line – 
which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up  

 particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of  
 restrictions in mind. If  you know anyone who would benefit from this service, please 
 pass these details on. 

 

In the current crisis a 24/7 prayer site has been set up. To make use of the 24-7  
resources go to https://www.24-7prayer.com 
 

Prayers for the transformation of Poole: These take place every Tuesday morning from  
8 am to 8.45 am by way of a Zoom meeting organised by the Revd Suzie Roberts of  
Longfleet Baptist Church. All denominations take part and are welcome. Please email 
Suzie Roberts at revsuzie.longfleetbc@gmail.com if  you would like to join it. 
 

BBC TV 
 

Sunday Worship is on BBC1 at 10.45am. 
 

Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 

In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 
BBC Radio 
 

Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 

Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 
 

Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 
 

Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.- 9a.m. 
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