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We seem to find ourselves in something of a cusp this weekend. News has  
broken that churches may resume their services; but it is evident that this will 
be far from ‘normal service’! 
 
Perhaps that isn’t a bad thing, although it is uncomfortable and far from being 
straightforward. 
 
The cusp brings us to a place of hope but this is tinged with concern. We must 
be safe, considerate and careful. As I write this, we have yet to receive updated 
guidance from the Church of England about the restrictions that will need to 
be in place. But we do know that when the doors open for Sunday worship, 
things will be different: probably no singing for example. There will be signage 
to heed: prompts on where to sit and how to maintain hand hygiene. So please 
keep alert to the guidance that Churchwardens will put in place. 
 
If  you are at all uncomfortable about attending church, please don’t feel 
obliged to do so. The live-streamed services have been one way of keeping 
worship alive for those who can access it on Facebook. The service is also  
posted to our St Peter’s webpage under ‘Latest News/Livestreams’. Again, as we  
negotiate this ‘cusp’, we are exploring the possibility of continuing to 
livestream the 10am Sunday morning eucharist so that choir members can 
sing for us from their homes and those who are shielding or who want to  
remain at home can still be part of our worship. This is a work in progress, so 
please be patient with us as plans are put in place and things are organised.  
 
Meanwhile, thank you for your gracious responses to the efforts of   
Churchwardens, clergy, choir and others, both in our live-streamed services 
and in the gathering of information from the Church of England and the  
Salisbury Diocese so that the reopening of St Peter’s can be a time of  
celebration, made all the more robust through our mutual consideration and 
concern for safety. 
 
The Revd Sally Bedborough 

This Sunday is St Peter’s Patronal Festival and we’re delighted to  

welcome Archdeacon Antony as our preacher. 



 

“Praying and Fasting for Climate Justice on the First Day of Each Month” 

With services in church still suspended, please, set aside midday on Wednesday, 1
st
 July, to join 

with our prayer group to bring to mind and pray for those around God’s world whose lives are  

being wrecked by bereavement, loss of homes and livelihood, all caused by the damaging effects 

of climate change: flooding, drought, uncontrollable fires, cyclones, tsunami, and rising sea  

levels.  

Please, pray especially for those struck in El Salvador on 31
st
 May by Storm Amanda, causing 

landslides and flooding to kill 14 people and destroy the homes of 4200. Also; the tens of  

thousands who had to be evacuated on 15
th
 May when Typhoon Vongfong hit The Philippines at 

the beginning of the typhoon season; and the 15 people killed and three million who had to be 

evacuated on 20
th
 May in Bangladesh and East India by the destructive 150 mph winds of  

Cyclone Amphan.. All these countries also have to cope at the same time with the Coronavirus 

pandemic. Imagine what it would be like if such devastation happened in the UK.  

We’ll remember also those still suffering from the destructive effects of the terrifying bush fires in 

New South Wales and Victoria in Australia. In addition, on Monday, 25
th
 May, 620 miles of the 

coast in the south west region of Australia were hit by tropical cyclone Mangga with winds of 150 

mph, tearing off roofs and causing 60,000 homes in the Perth region to be without electricity.  

We’ll continue to pray for those in African countries where drought has caused loss of clean  

water, crops and livestock, leading to severe hunger, disease and death, as they too are having 

to cope with the Coronavirus.  

Let’s continue to remember also in our prayers those in Wales, The Midlands and West Yorkshire 

whose homes and towns are still uninhabitable after the flooding of the Storms Ciera, Denis and 

Jorge in February and March, with repairs made difficult because of the Coronavirus “lock-

downs”.    

Pray also for our national and international leaders who have the power to make decisions to  

reduce the human causes of climate change, especially those who met in Madrid on 2
nd

  

December and agreed to try to reduce carbon emissions. Pray too for yourself that you’ll be  

guided to care for God’s gift of creation by doing all you can to reduce the causes of global  

warming.  
 

Let’s pray too that ways will be found in the years ahead to maintain the cleaner air in major cities 

around the world and the repairing of the ozone layer over the earth. These are happening  

because damaging carbon emissions have been significantly reduced as most forms of air, sea, 

air and land transport have been stopped during the Coronavirus pandemic lock-down in most 

countries.   

Whilst Roger and I were weeding in the Churchyard on Saturday a lady approached us with a 

plastic bag.  She said she had found a field mouse under her sink in her flat.  She bought a 

'humane' mousetrap and now wanted to release the mouse into the churchyard.  So we did!  As 

soon as the gorgeous little mouse tasted freedom he scurried away at a great rate, so our 

churchyard now has even more wildlife than before! Jan Miller 

Margaret Jones has been discharged from hospital and is now at home. Both Margaret and Harry 

will be in our prayers as they make the adjustments necessary for her comfort and care. Please 

can we ask you not to make phone calls to them at this time. If you would like an update on their 

situation please phone Ruby Thompson. 



For your prayers 
 
The usual theme for June is "Helping Others". Please pray for all those collecting our  
rubbish each week, ensuring that our homes can remain clean and safe.  
 

Please pray for the residents and staff  of Ashley Court, Alexandra House, Hillsdon Nursing 
Home, Homelake House and Regency Manor during this extraordinarily difficult situation 
for them. 
 

For all businesses in our area, especially those who are fearful for the future. 
 

For individuals who are normally fairly isolated and for whom this lockdown situation is 
proving especially trying. Among these we remember those who usually attend Lunch 
Club, Circle Dancing, Mothers’ Union and Choir. 
 

Baden Powell and St Peter's Church of England Junior School. 

Interviews for a new Rector 
We had anticipated that because of Covid-19 we would not be able to interview for our 
new Rector until September but we are hoping to bring it forward to 8th July.  Obviously 
this will depend on the progress of getting the 'R' value down but let's hope and pray this 
will be possible.  We will let you know of any further developments. 

Can you help Routes to Roots give homeless and  
vulnerably housed people a centre where they can  
access all the help they need to make lasting changes 
to their lives? Please support their appeal, which is 

now live on the Aviva Community Fund's crowdfunding platform. They hope to raise 
£10,000 towards the refurbishment of their Hill Street building. Jude Brooks, UK Head of 
Corporate Social Responsibility at Aviva, said: "We know that even the smallest charities 
can have a massive impact in  
building stronger communities. We are extremely proud to support Routes to Roots and 
look forward to enabling them to bring their idea to life." The fund is open for donations 
for just one month. https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/poole-homeless-centre  
Alternatively you can give via https://www.routestoroots.org/charity/ 

Resources 
 

During this time when our churches, including St Peter's, are closed for all worship, there 
are many other resources available to help you join in prayer and worship from your own 
home.  
 

St Peter’s Church streams a service on Facebook each Sunday morning. 
 

 “A Meditation - God’s Pathway of Light” by Michael Beesley is on St Peter’s  
 website. 
 

“Lucy Holt was live” - Our Rural Dean, the Revd Lucy Holt, is posting on Facebook at 
2p.m. each day. 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/poole-homeless-centre


 

The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorman, posts regular messages on Facebook, at the 
end of which she invites people to join her in saying the Renewing Hope Prayer. 
 

Sacred Space: your daily prayer online: www.sacredspace.ie 
 

Sermons and reflections will be posted at least weekly on this website, plus we’ll try to 
keep up to date with this weekly newssheet for information and encouragement. 
Please send your contributions to office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk  

 

 The UK Blessing: Churches around the UK have come together to sing a blessing over 
 the nation during the current situation. Find it on You Tube at “The UK Blessing”. 
 

Daily Hope, a free phone line, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full  
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The line 
– which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up  

 particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of  
 restrictions in mind. If  you know anyone who would benefit from this service, please 
 pass these details on. 

 

In the current crisis a 24/7 prayer site has been set up. To make use of the 24-7  
resources go to https://www.24-7prayer.com 
 

Prayers for the transformation of Poole: These take place every Tuesday morning from  
8 am to 8.45 am by way of a Zoom meeting organised by the Revd Suzie Roberts of  
Longfleet Baptist Church. All denominations take part and are welcome. Please email 
Suzie Roberts at revsuzie.longfleetbc@gmail.com if  you would like to join it. 
 

BBC TV 
 

Sunday Worship is on BBC1 at 10.45am. 
 

Songs of Praise is on BBC1 usually at 1.15p.m. on Sundays. 
 

In addition the Church of England website has a vast amount of resources, including a 
weekly streamed act of worship at 9a.m. on Sundays: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 
BBC Radio 
 

Radio 4 has Prayer for the Day at 5.43a.m. Monday to Saturday. Thought for the Day at 
around 7.45a.m. Monday to Saturday. The Daily Service at 9.45a.m. Monday to Friday 
on Long Wave only. On Sundays there is an archive edition of Something Understood at 
6.05a.m. and Sunday Worship at 8.10a.m. 

 

Radio 3 has Choral Evensong 3.30p.m. Wednesday, repeated 3p.m. Sunday. 
 

Radio 2 has Pause for Thought at around 5.45a.m. and 9.20a.m. 
 

Radio Solent has a show presented by the Revd Tim Daykin, Sunday 6a.m.- 9a.m. 
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