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President: The Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest 
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Welcome to St Peter’s 

Or welcome back to St Peter’s! Sunday worship hasn’t taken place in this 

building since 15th March, so it is a great relief to open the doors once again. 

However, we are aware of the need to be cautious. Please maintain hand 

hygiene and social distance for the whole time that you are in the building.  

It’s great to be back but worship will be different for quite a while yet. There 

will be no singing of hymns as a congregation, no moving about or touching as 

we pass the peace and we will offer communion in one kind only. 

A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision for you 

to make your offering as you leave the building. Please put your contribution 

into a Gift Aid envelope if you pay tax and be sure to fill in the details on the 

envelope. That way you’ll be able to ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s 

will be able to get some money back from the tax man. 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
For enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact the Revd Sally 

Bedborough, Associate Priest: telephone 01202 245463 or email: 

sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

The parish administrator can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 

Website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/


3 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 
All and also with you. 
 
The President welcomes all to this celebration of Holy Communion 
 
The Deacon brings the Easter Candle forward  
 
The President says  

Christ yesterday and today,  
All  the beginning and the end,  
 

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages;  
All  to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever.  
Amen.  

 
The Deacon lights the Paschal candle 
 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our 
hearts and minds. Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

All  He is risen indeed.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 
The President says  

Everlasting God, we give you thanks that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was raised gloriously from the dead, crushing the power of sin and 
destroying the sting of death. May we, and all Christ’s people, 
shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the Father.  

All  Amen.  
 
The Deacon holding the Candle says  

The light of Christ.  
All  Thanks be to God.  
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Prayers of Penitence: 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to 
bring us to eternal life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and 
faith, firmly resolved to keep God's commandments and to live in 
love and peace with all. 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the  
Collect for today, a prayer of dedication as we re-enter this building. 

Almighty God, we praise you for the many blessings you have 
given to those who worship you in this house of prayer: and we 
pray that all who seek you in this place may find you, and, being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, may become a living temple acceptable 
to you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

We sit for the first reading, Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
   triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
   and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
   and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
   I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
   today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 



6 
 

The second reading, Romans 7:15-25a 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I 
agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot 
do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do 
it, but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when 
I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in 
the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gospel, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end 

Alleluia!  
All Alleluia!  
 

Lord, we love the house of your habitation 
and the place where your glory abides. 

All Alleluia!  
 
 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All Glory to you O Lord. 
 

At that time Jesus said “To what will I compare this generation? It 
is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one 
another, 17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
wailed, and you did not mourn.” 18For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a 
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drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.’ 25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.’ 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you O Christ. 
 
The Sermon, The Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest 

 
We stand to proclaim the Creed. 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
One of these responses may be used, if an alternative is to be used this 
will be announced 
 

Lord in your mercy.  or Lord hear us. 
All Hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
The Intercessions may end as follows 

Merciful Father. 
All  Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Peace 
 
We stand and the President introduces the peace  
 

Peace to this house from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace to this house from his Son who is our peace. 
Peace to this house from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All and also with you. 
 
We are invited to exchange a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the Altar.  
The President offers these prayers for the preparation of the Altar. 

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation through your goodness 
we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and 
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness  
we have this wine to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to 
give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, enthroned upon the 
praises of your people. We thank you for this house of prayer, in 
which you bless your family as we come to you in pilgrimage. Here 
you reveal your presence in sacramental signs and make us one 
with you through the unseen bond of grace. Here you build your 
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temple of living stones and bring the Church to its full stature as 
the body of Christ throughout the world, to reach its perfection at 
last in the heavenly city of Jerusalem, which is the vision of your 
peace. Therefore, in union with the heavenly Jerusalem, with 
angels in joyful assembly, with all whose names are written in 
heaven and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, we lift up 
our voices to join in the triumphal song of praise: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these 
gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave 
you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, 
eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of 
our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup 
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and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence 
and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 
the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Peter, St Osmund and 
all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty 
Father, for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
 
We keep silence for a moment and then sit or kneel 
 
 Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father  

who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body  

because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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The President invites the people to receive Communion  
Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord I am not worthy to receive you  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

All are welcome to come to the Altar to receive Communion or a 
Blessing. Due to the restrictions of the Coronovirus pandemic, 
communion will be given in one kind only. Please respect the distance 
of 2 metres from others as you come forward. Please sanitize your 
hands before receiving the host. 
 
Any visitors who are used to receiving Communion in another Christian 
Church are welcome to receive Communion here today. If you are not a 
Communicant you are welcome to come to the Altar for a Blessing. If 
you’d like to receive a Blessing please bring this service booklet with 
you to the Altar rail. A blessing will be given maintaining social distance. 
 

 
After Communion 

Lord God, sustain us in this vale of tears with the vision of your 
grace and glory, that, strengthened by the bread of life, we may 
come to your eternal dwelling place; in the power of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
All Father of all we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Notices are given and banns of marriage called 
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

How awesome is this place. 
All This is none other than the house of God, 

and this is the gateway of heaven. 
 
I saw a ladder which rested on the ground 
with its top reaching to heaven, 
and the angels of God were going up and down it. 

All This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gateway of heaven. 
 
You will see greater things than this. 
You will see heaven wide open, 
and God’s angels ascending  
and descending upon the Son of Man. 

All This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gateway of heaven. 
 
You are the temple of the living God, 
and the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
The temple of God is holy, and you are that temple. 

All This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gateway of heaven. 

 
The Blessing. 

Christ, whose glory is in the heavens, fill this house and illuminate 
your hearts; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 
 

 Like living stones, precious in his sight, go in peace to proclaim the 
mighty acts of God. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
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