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Welcome to St Peter’s 

It is still early days as we resume worship in the church building and we are 

continuing to adjust to the differences in how we gather. We are aware of the 

need to be cautious. Please maintain hand hygiene and social distance for the 

whole time that you are in the building.  

Our worship will be different for quite a while yet. There will be no singing of 

hymns as a congregation and no moving about or touching as we pass the 

peace. The Church of England are ‘strongly advising’ that face coverings are 

worn by all attending worship in the church building. Considering the distance 

from the congregation and the need to communicate clearly, the sacred 

ministers will not wear face masks except at the distribution of Communion. 

Communion will be offered in one kind only.  

A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision for you 

to make your offering as you leave the building. Please put your contribution 

into a Gift Aid envelope if you pay tax and be sure to fill in the details on the 

envelope. That way you’ll be able to ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s 

will be able to get some money back from the tax man. 

We now have the facility for you to make donations by contactless payment if 
you wish to do so. This can be accessed by the north door. You can also make 
an offering via the ‘donate’ button on the St Peter’s webpage: 
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. 

Thank you. 

 
 
For enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact the Revd Sally 

Bedborough, associate priest: telephone 01202 245463 or email: 

sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

The parish administrator can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
mailto:sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
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THE GATHERING 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all. 

 
Each little flower that opens, 
each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colours, 
he made their tiny wings. Refrain. 
 
The purple-headed mountain, 
the river running by, 
the sunset and the morning, 
that brightens up the sky; Refrain. 
 
The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden, - 
he made them every one; Refrain. 
 
He gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, 
who has made all things well. Refrain. 

 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 
The President welcomes all who are gathered in the church building, 
together with all who are watching on-line via Facebook or Youtube. 
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Prayers of penitence: 
St Paul says “Be imitators of God, and live in love, as Christ loved 
us.” Let us confess our failure to love and our lack of forgiveness 
and let us beg God’s forgiveness and mercy, knowing that Christ 
gave himself up for us. 
 

Silence is kept briefly 
God of mercy, 
we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said 
and done, 
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day 
in the light of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your 
sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit and raise you to new life 
in Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

All Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 

 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the  
Collect for today, the 8th Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, 
sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your 
laws and the works of your commandments; that through your 
most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved 
in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

We sit for the first reading, Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

The Lord says this:  
Everyone who thirsts, 
 come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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The second reading, Romans 9:1-5 
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
confirms it by the Holy Spirit— 2I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed 
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and 
from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over 
all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gradual Hymn 
   

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways! 
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise; 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee; 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love; 
Interpreted by love! 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace; 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm; 
O still, small voice of calm! 
 

The Gospel, Matthew 14:13-21 
Alleluia 

All  Alleluia!  
We do not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God 

All  Alleluia!  
 

 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

 When Jesus heard that Herod had beheaded John the Baptist, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, 
the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go 
into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ 16Jesus said to 
them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat.’ 17They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.’ 18And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 19Then he ordered the 
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
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them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

The Sermon, The Revd Sally Bedborough 
 

We stand to proclaim the Creed. 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
One of these responses may be used, if an alternative is to be used this 
will be announced 
 

Lord in your mercy  or Lord hear us 
All Hear our prayer   Lord, graciously hear us 
 

The Intercessions may end as follows 
Merciful Father 

All  Accept these prayers  
for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Peace 
 

We stand and the President introduces the peace  
 

Bear with one another in love. Make every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

We are invited to exchange a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 
 

Bread and wine are placed on the Altar as we listen to this hymn: 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my all in all 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 
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In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
the cost of love was signified, 
for every sin on him was laid 
here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain: 
then bursting forth in glorious day 
up from the grave he rose again, 
and as he stands in victory 
sin's hold has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand 
till he returns or calls me home 
here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 

The President offers these prayers for the preparation of the Altar. 
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation through your goodness 
we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and 
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness  
we have this wine to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer (G) 
The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be 
glory and praise for ever. From the beginning you have created all 
things and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. In 
the fullness of time you made us in your image, the crown of all 
creation. You give us breath and speech, that with angels and 
archangels and all the powers of heaven we may find a voice to 
sing your praise: 

 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother  
tenderly gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled your love remained 
steadfast. From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of 
Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to 
them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me. 
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, 
and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith 
All  Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we 
rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.  
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your 
creation; may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

  
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in 
the likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your 
glory. Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her 
unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace. 
  
Bring us all, at the last, with the Blessed Virgin Mary; St Peter,  
St Osmund, and all the saints to the vision of that eternal 
splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, with all who stand 
before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

All   Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Bells are rung as we honour Christ’s presence in bread and wine. After 
a moment’s silence we sit or kneel. 
 
Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
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 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread saying 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many, we are one body  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
The President invites the people to receive Communion with these 
words 
 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat 
and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
All are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a Blessing. 
Due to the restrictions of the Coronovirus pandemic, communion will be 
given in one kind only. Please respect the distance of at least one metre 
from others as you come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. 
Please sanitise your hands before receiving the host. 
 
Any visitors who are used to receiving Communion in another Christian 
Church are welcome to receive Communion here today. If you are not a 
Communicant you are welcome to come forward for a Blessing. If you’d 
like to receive a Blessing please bring this service booklet with you. A 
Blessing will be given maintaining social distance. 

 

 
 



14 
 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth; 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
  Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
  I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
  and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
  and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
  
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they would not follow me; 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John - 
they came with me and the dance went on. Chorus 
  
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame: 
the holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high; 
They left me there on a cross to die. Chorus 

 
 I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black - 

it's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body and they thought I'd gone; 
but I’m the dance and I still go on. Chorus 
  
They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that will never, never die; 
I'll live in you if you'll live in me -  
I am the Lord of the Dance said he. Chorus 

  
 
After Communion 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy 
things; may the ears which have heard your word be deaf to 
clamour and dispute; may the tongues which have sung your 
praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which have seen the 
tokens of your love shine with the light of hope; and may the 
bodies which have been fed with your body be refreshed with the 
fullness of your life; glory to you for ever. 

All Amen. 
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All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Announcements are made. 
 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
We listen to our final hymn: 
 

Go forth and tell! 
O Church of God, awake! 
God's saving news to all the nations take: 
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour Lord and King, 
that all the world his worthy praise may sing. 
 
Go forth and tell! 
God's love embraces all; 
he will in grace respond to all who call; 
how shall they call if they have never heard 
the gracious invitation of his word? 
 
Go forth and tell! 
Where still the darkness lies; 
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies: 
give us, O Lord, concern for heart and mind, 
A love like yours which cares for humankind. 
 
Go forth and tell! 
The doors are open wide: 
share God's good gifts -- let no-one be denied; 
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose, 
your ransomed pow’rs for his sole glory use. 
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Go forth and tell! 
O Church of God arise! 
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies; 
go till all the nations his great name adore 
and serve him, Lord and King, for evermore. 

 
The Blessing. 

May Christ who is the bread of life build you up in love for Him and 
for his world; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always 

All Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
 
Organ music: Marche from Meditaciones Religiosas Op 122 no 4 by 
Louis James Alfred LEFEBURE-WELY (1817-1870) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) material from which is included in this 

service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

Hymns reproduced under CCL 20546 
 


