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Welcome to St Peter’s 

It is still early days as we resume worship in the church building and we are 

continuing to adjust to the differences in how we gather. We are aware of the 

need to be cautious. Please maintain hand hygiene and social distance for the 

whole time that you are in the building.  

Our worship will be different for quite a while yet. There will be no singing of 

hymns as a congregation and no moving about or touching as we pass the 

peace. All attending worship in the church building are now required to wear 

face coverings. Considering the distance from the congregation and the need 

to communicate clearly, the sacred ministers will not wear face masks except 

at the distribution of Communion. Communion will be offered in one kind only.  

A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision for you 

to make your offering as you leave the building. Please put your contribution 

into a Gift Aid envelope if you pay tax and be sure to fill in the details on the 

envelope. That way you’ll be able to ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s 

will be able to get some money back from the tax man. 

We now have the facility for you to make donations by contactless payment if 

you wish to do so. This can be accessed by the north door. You can also make 

an offering via the ‘donate’ button on the St Peter’s webpage: 

www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. 

Thank you. 

 
For enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact the Revd Sally 

Bedborough, associate priest: telephone 01202 245463 or email: 

sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
 

http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
mailto:sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
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THE GATHERING 
 
The service begins with a hymn  
 

Christ is the King! O friends rejoice; 
Brothers and sisters, with one voice 
Make all men know he is your choice: Alleluya. 
 
The first Apostles round them drew 
Thousands of faithful men and true, 
Sharing a faith for ever new: Alleluya.  
 
Then magnify the Lord, and raise 
Anthems of joy and holy praise 
For Christ’s brave saints of ancient days: Alleluya. 
 
O Christian women, Christian men, 
All the world over, seek again 
The Way disciples followed then: Alleluya. 
 
Christ through all ages is the same; 
Place the same hope in his great name, 
With the same faith his word proclaim: Alleluya. 
 
Let love’s unconquerable might 
God’s people everywhere unite 
In service to the Lord of light: Alleluya. 

 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All And also with you 
 
The President welcomes all who are gathered in the church building, 
together with all who are watching on-line via Facebook or Youtube. 
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Prayers of penitence: 
My brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence 
of Christ in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess 
our sins. 
 

All Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

Almighty God who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

All    Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the  
Collect for today, the 9th Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 
may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

We sit for the first reading, 1 Kings 19:9-18 
 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he came to a 
cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the LORD came 
to him, saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 10He answered, ‘I 
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they 
are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 11He said, ‘Go out and stand 
on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 
by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but 
the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, 
but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake 
a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of 
sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, 
Elijah?’ 14He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD, 
the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 15Then 
the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over 
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all 
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the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.’ 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
The second reading, Romans 10:5-15 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the 
law, that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ 6But 
the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your 
heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead).8But what does it say? ‘The word is near 
you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that 
we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is 
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The 
scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ 
12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 14But 
how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And 
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gradual Hymn 
 

New every morning is the love 
our wakening and uprising prove; 
through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
restored to life, and power, and thought. 
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New mercies, each returning day, 
hover around us while we pray; 
new perils past, new sins forgiven, 
new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
 
If on our daily course our mind 
be set to hallow all we find, 
new treasures still, of countless price, 
God will provide for sacrifice. 
 
The trivial round, the common task, 
would furnish all we ought to ask, 
room to deny ourselves, a road 
to bring us daily nearer God. 
 
Only, O Lord, in thy dear love 
fit us for perfect rest above; 
and help us this and every day, 
to live more nearly as we pray. 

 
The Gospel, Matthew 14:22-33 

Alleluia. 
All  Alleluia. 

We do not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

All  Alleluia!  
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Immediately after feeding the crowd with the five loaves and two 
fish, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the 
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind 
was against them.25And early in the morning he came walking 
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towards them on the lake.26But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And 
they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 28Peter answered him, 
‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29He 
said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came towards Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong 
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
‘Lord, save me!’ 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And 
those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of 
God.’ 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon, the Revd Sally Bedborough 
 

 

We stand to proclaim the Creed. 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
One of these responses may be used, if an alternative is to be used it 
will be announced 
 

Lord in your mercy  or Lord hear us 
All Hear our prayer   Lord, graciously hear us 
 
The Intercessions may end as follows 

Merciful Father 
All  Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Peace 
 

We stand and the President introduces the peace  
 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All and also with you. 
 
We are invited to exchange a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the Altar as we listen to this hymn: 
 

Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
 

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you. 
You will never sink beneath the waves. Refrain. 
 

When the fire is burning all around you, 
you will never be consumed by the flames. Refrain.  
 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, 
then remember I am at your side. Refrain. 
 

When you dwell in the exile of the stranger, 
remember you are precious in my eyes. Refrain. 
 

You are mine, O my child, I am your Father, 
and I love you with a perfect love. Refrain. 

 
These prayers are offered for the preparation of the Altar. 

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation through your goodness 
we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and 
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness  
we have this wine to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 
The Lord be with you. 

All  and also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created all 
things; who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, 
born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about 
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an 
end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by 
rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these 
gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
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Great is the mystery of faith. 
All   Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect 
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his 
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we 
bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for 
counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 
the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, your holy Apostle, Peter, 
St Osmund, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
 

Bells are rung as we honour Christ’s presence in bread and wine. After 
a moment’s silence we sit or kneel. 
 

We keep silence for a moment and then sit or kneel 
 

 Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father  

who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The President breaks the consecrated bread saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
The President invites the people to receive Communion with these 
words 

Draw near with faith, receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat 
and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,  
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

 
All are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a Blessing. 
Due to the restrictions of the Coronovirus pandemic, communion will be 
given in one kind only. Please respect the distance of at least one metre 
from others as you come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. 
Please sanitise your hands before receiving the host. 
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Any visitors who are used to receiving Communion in another Christian 
Church are welcome to receive Communion here today. If you are not a 
Communicant you are welcome to come forward for a Blessing. If you’d 
like to receive a Blessing please bring this service booklet with you. A 
Blessing will be given maintaining social distance. 
 

O thou who camest from above,  
The pure, celestial fire to impart, 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
On the mean altar of my heart. 
 
There let it for thy glory burn,  
With inextinguishable blaze;  
And, trembling to its source return 
In humble prayer, and fervent praise. 
 
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire  
To work and speak and think for thee;  
Still let me guard the holy fire, 
And still stir up thy gift in me. 
 
Ready for all thy perfect will, 
My acts of faith and love repeat, 
Till death thy endless mercies seal, 
And make my sacrifice complete. 

 
After Communion 

Holy Father, who gathered us here around the table of your Son to 
share this meal with the whole household of God: in that new world 
where you reveal the fullness of your peace, gather people of 
every race and language to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
All Father of all 

we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
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May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Announcements are made. 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL,  
 
We listen to our final hymn: 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 
who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee  
for those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Saviour, whose almighty word 
the winds and waves submissive heard, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm, amid the rage, did sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee  
for those in peril on the sea. 
 

O sacred Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the waters dark and rude, 
and bid their angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee  
for those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
our brethren shield in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire, and foe, 
protect them whereso'er they go, 
and ever let there rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
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The Blessing. 
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make 
you one in praise and love, and raise you up at the last day; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
 
Organ music: Litanies (from Three pieces for large organ) by JEHAN 
ALAIN (1911-1940) 
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