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Dear Friends 

 

It’s incredible to think that over half the year has 

passed and for most of that I have been shielding; 

thank goodness, it pauses on 1
st

 August.  I have been 

coping albeit with a small blip as I found myself late 

one evening extremely down and depressed. I’m ok at 

present and hope that each and every one of you is 

well. 

 

This year, too, will be very strange as my Synagogue 

has decided that we can’t hold Rosh ha-Shanah 

(New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 

services because our building is not suitable for 

keeping distancing and other important matters.  We 

will, therefore, be streaming via Zoom or on CDs for 

those without the Internet.  In fact, it is possible that 

we won’t be able to hold services until Chanukah 

(Festival of Lights). Life is definitely very strange 

indeed. 

 

Best wishes to you all 

 

Sylvia  

 

PS:  Handwritten articles should be left in the Parish 

office. 

 
Email:  sylviaandmike13@outlook.com 

Science & Religion 

 

mailto:sylviaandmike13@outlook.com
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I am not a scientist and I have very little scientific knowledge.  At my school, 

in the middle of last century, we were divided into classicists, arts students 

or scientists very early on. Those doing classics or arts dropped science 

completely, although the school did see the error of its ways by providing us 

with a crash course in general science as part of a general studies sixth form 

course. 

 

We’ve heard a lot about science over the past months.  Scientific advisors 

appeared alongside government ministers at COVID-19 press briefings and 

the words ‘We’re following the science’ qualified nearly every ministerial 

statement, although many of us may have wondered whether the words 

‘when it suits us’ should have followed.  Some of the scientists even started 

suggesting the many decisions were in fact and had to be political; and of 

course, scientists aren’t always agreed on the science.  Science is knowledge 

and knowledge changes and develops. 

 

It has sometimes seemed, in recent decades, that science is king and almost 

that scientists rule the world.  Science is pushing the boundaries of 

knowledge and we can now do things that former generations would never 

have thought possible.  This has brought great benefits: twenty-first century 

life is infinitely safer and better than, say, a mere hundred years ago but it 

also raises huge ethical questions in areas as diverse as the environment and 

genetics.  We may have the knowledge to do certain things but is it always 

right to do what we can? Science sometimes seems to have replaced God; 

scientists sometimes seem to think they are gods. 

 

Since the rise of science in the early modern period, sometimes indeed 

described as the Age of Discovery, the church has often felt challenged and 

endangered by science.  It treated Galileo Galilei appallingly as a result of 

his observation of the heavens.  A couple of centuries later many English 

church leaders reacted similarly to the discoveries of Charles Darwin, 

although there were others who felt less threatened. 

 

I think it’s a mistake to see religion and science as somehow opposed.  In 

Darwin’s day, enlightened church leaders and biblical scholars realised that 

they didn’t have to take the bible as literally true and that they could 

appreciate Darwin's discoveries.  There were then and continue to be, many 
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scientists who are devout Christians and for whom scientific discovery 

enriches their understanding of God and his world. 

 

Religion will rightly check and question scientific discovery and progress.  

Science isn’t God and scientists aren’t gods.  If scientific progress raises 

ethical questions, religion is right to pose those questions. 

 

Keith Hugo 

 

 
  
The Arboreal World 

 

KENYA: Whistling Thorn 

 

The Whistling Thorn is common 

throughout the savannah landscape of 

eastern Africa.  From a distance, it is an 

unremarkable shrubby tree, growing to 

about 20ft tall.  However, on a breezy day 

it makes a discordant, high-pitched 

whistling noise. 

 

At the base of every leaf cluster is a pair of 

straight white spines, each as long as an 

adult’s finger, to ward off many herbivores.  

If you venture closer, many have bulbous, 

hollow bases, the size of a walnut.  Small 

holes cause the whistling as air flows past 

them.  What are they for?  Tap the tree a 

few times and hundreds of ants come 

rushing out to set upon intruders. 
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Dorset Historic Churches 

St Simon and St Jude, Winterborne Monkton 

 
This is a small building of stone 

resting on raised ground below the 

ramparts of Maiden Castle.  It was 

originally Norman and under the 

control of the Cluniac priory of Le 

Wast near Boulogne.  The addition of 

Monkton to the “strong winter river” 

of Winterborne shows that this was 

“the farmyard of the monks”. 

 

The church consists of chancel, nave, 

south aisle, north porch and an embattled western tower containing one bell 

with an inscription of “Ave Maria” in black letters.  The chancel and nave 

were built in the early C13th, the north porch added in the C15th and the 

tower added in the C16th. 

 

The church was restored in 1878 for the sum of £1,500 when the son of 

William Barnes was rector here.  At the time, it was re-seated with open 

benches where 86 persons could attend services. 

 

Jane Winter 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My memory is really terrible so I changed my password on my 

computer to “incorrect”.  That way when I log in with the wrong 

password, the computer will tell me “your password is incorrect”. 
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Thoughtful Spot – Trinity 5 
 

Isaiah 55 vv.10-13: Isaiah celebrates the world as blessed by God who 

provides good produce from nature, holding back destructive plants that 

threaten it, and bringing joy to the people, as a true sign of divine generosity. 

      

Romans 8 vv.1-11: St Paul follows a similar theme. He declares that Jesus 

has freed believers from the worst aspects of human nature by giving them 

His Spirit which is stronger than sin and death. He says his readers should 

turn away from all that is sinful and hostile to God. If they do this, God’s 

Spirit will give them true life and peace.   

                              

St Matthew 13 vv.1-9 & 18-23: Jesus tells a parable about the way seeds 

grow successfully or not depending on the kind of ground into which they’re 

sown. Some do not come to fruition because of various obstacles that prevent 

their growth, but others grow successfully and produce a good crop. Jesus 

explains how each group of seeds in the parable represents the way different 

people respond to his teaching about the kingdom God coming among them.   

 

Our three readings this morning are all about the way different people 

respond to the blessing of God’s word coming among us. 

 

Isaiah has a vision of Israel being blessed by the wonders of God’s natural 

world which generosity provides good food from the earth and gets rid of all 

destructive plants that threaten it. This ensures joy and peace, as reflected in 

the wonder and beauty of nature all around us.  Isaiah declares all this to be 

a sign of God’s eternal goodness and generosity. 

 

St Paul has a similar theme when he declares that through Jesus, God has 

freed believers from the worst aspects of human nature. He’s done this by 

giving us His Spirit which is stronger than sin and death. St Paul tells his 

readers they must turn away from all that is sinful and hostile to God. He 

says, if they do this, God’s Spirit will give them true life and peace. 

 

Then we heard St Matthew’s account of Jesus telling the parable of the way 

seeds grow successfully or not, depending on the kind of ground into which 

they’re sown. Some appear to be good seeds but do not come to fruition 
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because birds eat them or the soil is of poor quality or other plants choke 

them but the seeds that grow in the right way produce an abundant crop.  

 

Jesus goes on to explain how each detail in the parable represents the way 

different people respond to His Good News of God coming among them. He 

says as soon as some people hear His words, they reject them as nonsense 

and irrelevant to their life, like birds grabbing seeds before they can 

germinate; they reject or ridicule faith in Jesus, as many atheists do.  Next, 

Jesus says there are also people who, like the seed that falls on rocky ground, 

respond at first with enthusiasm and commitment to his teaching and way of 

life but then, if they find their Christian beliefs and values cause them trouble 

or suffering, they don’t stand up to the challenge, preferring their life to be 

without complications or trouble and so their faith fades away. Jesus then 

says there are people who, like the seeds that are choked by thorns want, 

above all, a wealthy and pleasure-seeking way of life. This is more important 

than their faith, making it weak and meaningless.  Finally, Jesus commends 

those who, like the seed producing abundant crop, understand his Word, take 

it to heart and remain totally committed to it. They go on to reflect in many 

wonderful ways His truth and His goodness. 

 

We experience all around us the influences and pressures that threaten faith 

in just the way Jesus describes. There are the well-known atheists like 

Richard Dawkins who wrote his book entitled “The God Delusion” in which 

he set out to debunk all beliefs in God by arguing that there is no creator or 

divine being at the heart of life.  There are also those who, like Jesus’ second 

group of seeds, appear to have a firm faith but let it go when others with no 

faith challenge them. Even more so, they find it difficult to hold on to their 

faith when they see evil in the world around them or face illness that threatens 

their life or the life of a loved one.  They say, if there is a loving God, why 

does evil and suffering exist? They forget or do not understand that Jesus 

went through the worst suffering and death, as the assurance that God’s love 

is stronger than evil and death.  

 

We see all around us in contemporary society people who resemble Jesus’ 

third group of seeds. Those who are seduced by materialistic attractions with 

its strong message: Those who can gain for themselves the most money, 

expensive cars, luxury homes and holidays must have the best kind of life. 

So, faith takes a poor second place to their pleasure-seeking ambitions. 
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Finally, we come to the truly faithful, whom Jesus says are like the seeds 

which bear a 30-fold, 60-fold and 100-fold crop. We see people showing this 

kind of faithful commitment expressed in many different ways in local, 

national and international Christian communities.  

 

St Paul said in his first Letter to the Christians in Corinth (Chapter 12, verses 

13-26) that the Christian community is like a body with a range of different 

members, each of which is essential for the body to thrive. He says the body 

needs feet, hands, eyes and head, all of which are vital for it to function well.  

 

I’m sure we can all think of Christians we’ve known, or know now, who are 

like the head, in that they can express our faith very clearly with 

commitment; or perhaps those who are like the eyes, always on the lookout 

to care for people in need; and those who are like the hands, devoted to the 

care of God’s place of worship, keeping it well-maintained, clean and 

attractive for members and visitors.  Maybe these could be examples of the 

kind of people Jesus thought of as the 30, 60, 100-fold seeds, which are vital 

for a successful harvest. So, the question for each of us is this: What kind of 

seed are we? 

 

In a time of silence, think of the different kinds of seed Jesus has described 

and ask yourself this question: Which of Jesus’ seeds describe most closely 

you and your faith? Maybe you see yourself, as I do, in more than one group 

of seeds and hopefully, sometimes in the 30. 60 and 100-fold crop. Hear 

Jesus tell you in which group of seeds He sees you now and what He wants 

you to do about it. Finally, offer yourself, your faith and gifts to God with 

these words from the hymn by John Elmeston:  

 

Lead us, Heavenly father, lead us 

O’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 

Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

For we have no help but Thee; 

Yet possessing every blessing 

If our God our Father be. 

Amen 

 

Michael Beesley 
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Endorsed by Trading Standards 

  

Tel: 07717 666354 

Plumbing and Heating Installations   Bathroom Installations  

Kitchen Installations   Maintenance & Repairs 

Power Flushing    Limescale Solutions    No job too small 

Local family business, lived in the area since 1984 

1 2 3 Plumbing & Heating 
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MEWS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
3 Bournemouth Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH14 0EF 

Telephone:  01202 741169 
  

YEATMANS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 Albert Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH12 2BZ 

Telephone:  01202 741340 
  

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants 

Serving The Community 

For Over 100 Years  

Part of Dignity plc (a British Company) 
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FOR HIRE 
St Peter’s Centre 

10 Chapel Road, Parkstone 

Available for Weddings,  
Christenings and Parties 
Functions of all kinds. 

  
For further information, please contact 

  
The Centre Manager:  01202 734340 
email: terrysaunders@ntlworld.com 

Need a Solicitor? 

Coles Miller Solicitors LLP 

  

We Are With You Every Step 

Of the Way 

  

• Wills and Estates 

• Family Matters 

• Personal Injury Claims 

• Moving Home 

• Employment Issues 

  

Offices in Poole,  

Bournemouth, Broadstone, 

Christchurch and Wimborne 

  

Car Parking and Home Visits 

  

         Call 

Roger Leedham 

01202 673011 
  

  

G B Building & 

Maintenance 
Conservation Builder 
Historic, Listed and 

Traditional Methods 
Lime Plastering 

Stonework 
Cob Walls 
Brickwork 

Lime Wash paints 
  

  
Telephone: 

Mr Gary Broom on 
077760 32289 or 

01823 283212 
  

Listed Heritage Member 

LAWTON’S NEWS 

  
Friendly, family owned business 

which specialises in home deliveries 

Good selection of magazines and 

stationery 

greetings cards 

chocolates 

  

250 ASHLEY ROAD 

UPPER PARKSTONE 

Tel:  01202 741726 

www.coles-miller.co.uk 
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F. P. Whiffen Opticians 
F.A.D.O., S.M.C. (disp), B.O.A. (disp) 

2 Bournemouth Road, Lower Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH14 0ES 

 
           

Optician 
  

Special Offer 
Free prescription sunglasses with every pair of spectacles 

  

Buy 1 Get 1 Free 
 

Also comprehensive eye examinations 
  

For an appointment or details 

Tel:  01202 716661 or 01202 771144 

of Contact Lenses Spectacles 

 

I was at a really emotional 

wedding at the weekend; 

even the cake was in tiers! 
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St Peter’s Parish Centre 
 

Weekend Bookings Available 
  

Are you looking for a hall to hire?  

Perhaps you want to run a keep-fit class, a dance group or an art class? Perhaps 

you have a special event planned and need a venue?  

  

St Peter’s Centre is a vibrant focus for the community on weekdays, vacancies 

during the day, uniformed organisations on weekday evenings.  

  

We are now seeking to increase our bookings Thursday to Friday to   

4.00 pm, Saturdays and Sundays at various times.  

  

The hall is on the corner of Church Road and Chapel Road BH14 0JU (just a five-

minute walk from St Peter’s Church). 

  

The main hall is sized approximately 14.5 x 8.5 metres. The price includes use of a 

smaller side room and kitchen facilities. Storage space can be negotiated for 

regular bookings. 

  

Tables and chairs (adult and child-sized) are available in the hall. 

  

The cost is £25 per hour but this may be negotiable for regular bookings.  

  

If you are interested, please call  

  

Terry Saunders (Centre Manager) 

on  

01202 734340 or 07768 706788 

  

He can arrange for you to visit the Centre and can discuss cost with you.  

  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

  

As we are church-run, all activities in the Centre must be consistent with the 

Anglican values of St Peter’s Church.  

  

 


