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Dear Friends 

 

At long last I can now see!  What do I mean, I hear 

you say? 

 

Well, I have had my windows cleaned and my hair 

cut – I can see!  I have also been to see my mother 

and my elder son, daughter-in-law and grandson 

have visited.  All of this has been the first time since 

January and it is such a boost. 

 

My Rabbi has also asked me to record some singing 

for the High Holy Days next month.  This is for those 

who don’t have access to Zoom for the services.  I shall 

have to be very careful when I visit the Synagogue, 

which isn’t open at present, as I can’t see myself 

singing in the block of flats where I live; they’ll all be 

telling me to be quiet! 

 

Best wishes to you all 

 

Sylvia  

 

 

PS:  Handwritten articles should be left in the Parish 

office. 

 
Email:  sylviaandmike13@outlook.com 

 

mailto:sylviaandmike13@outlook.com
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The Feast of St Michael and All Angels – known this year as The Eve of 

the Induction – has always been a significant day in the life of the Church 

and also in earlier times in secular life. It is one of the quarter days, along 

with The Feast of the Annunciation (25th March), St Peter’s Day (29th June) 

and Christmas Day, days when rents became due and other financial affairs 

concluded; and Michaelmas was also a public holiday. Many towns had a   

Michaelmas Fair and continued to do so in the area where I grew up, in 

Warwick, Stratford and Tewkesbury. These were by then little more than fun 

fairs but they still took over the main town squares and surrounding streets. 

Here, they were also called Mop Fairs because in the past, those hoping to 

be employed in domestic service for the coming year would carry a mop and 

farm labourers could be hired and in terms of church dedications, St Michael 

and All Angels comes third, in England, after All Saints and St Peter.  

 

Were I to claim that I had a feather from an angel’s wing, you would once 

have either gasped in awe or amazement or else started to build a pyre on 

which to burn me as a heretic. Nowadays, you would think that all that self-

isolation had finally flipped me. Something clearly has changed.  

 

Angels are meant to be the messengers of God. They are deemed to be 

inhabitants of the heavenly realm – though in the mythical, medieval 

hierarchy they are quite lowly, certainly below the premier league of 

Thrones, Dominations and Powers and even below Cherubim and Seraphim. 

Cherubim are usually depicted as those roly-poly toddlers with vestigial 

wings, while Seraphim are seen as flying heads, with no bodies at all, 

certainly in the work of artists like Botticelli and Fra Angelico.  

 

Angels – the messengers of God – are at least adult, though in many a stained 

glass window rather androgynous. Not so in the glorious paintings of the 

Renaissance but still the angels have wings. Where did they come from since 

the Bible, in all its references to angels, never mentions wings?  Well, 

messengers of God somehow had to get from Heaven ‘up there’ to Earth 

‘down here’ if you believed in a three-decker universe of heaven, earth and 

hell, as most people commonly did. In the Biblical account of Jacob’s vision 

of Heaven and Earth, angels ascend and descend by means of a ladder but to 

the painter, a more artistically satisfying and profound way of depicting an 

angel is to put wings on his back rather than a ladder on his shoulder. 
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So our image, our picture of angels, comes not from any Biblical source but 

from the art of Renaissance to today. If you ever go to Coventry Cathedral 

and see the huge modern sculpture of St Michael (to whom the Cathedral is 

dedicated) you will know he must be an angel by his wings. Nevertheless, 

now that we don’t think of heaven as ‘up there’, we are likely to dismiss 

these magnificent non-human beings in all their Renaissance glory as the 

stuff of legend at best. Also, if you have ever read the rather breathless 

modern accounts of people claiming an angel visitation – usually a huge and 

golden figure with great wings but with a message not of great news for all 

humanity but rather common place advice – they seem a little implausible. 

These accounts, these pictures, tempt us to throw out the idea of angels, of 

God’s messengers altogether and that I think would be a mistake. 

 

First, God does not compel us, force us to believe. Faith is just that, faith. I 

cannot, therefore, believe he uses a megaphone to deliver his message. An 

eight-foot winged and shining giant with a sword in his hand would demand 

us to believe his message. God speaks to us more subtly than that. He speaks 

to us quietly and gently in the beauty of his creation, in art and music. 

Christians will also encounter his voice in Scripture and Sacrament but never 

a strident, shouting voice. It is a voice calling for a response from us, never 

demanding one. 

 

One day, quite early in my ministry, I was watching Match of the Day when 

there was a ring on the doorbell. Cursing, I went to the front door and was 

confronted by an old tramp of a figure. This was commonplace, as the 

Vicarage was in the church car park so we had callers by the dozen with their 

pre-fabricated tale of why they needed money. Normally, I’d just cut the 

pleading short and tell them that there was no money but they could have a 

cup of tea and a sandwich. He started his tale and for some reason I listened. 

He was an oldish man, clearly at his wits’ end, dirty, wet and hungry and 

nowhere left to go. So I took him into the study, which I never normally did. 

I then left him to make some tea and find something to eat and then did 

something I should never, ever have done. I said, “You can sleep here tonight 

if you want.” I found a couple of blankets and an inflatable mattress and left 

him there. I went up to bed and I slept instead of fretting as I thought I would. 

I was up early for the eight o’clock Eucharist but when I went down he was 

gone. The blankets were folded, nothing had disappeared from the study or 

anywhere else. There was just a square of paper on the blanket which said, 
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“Thank you, Michael”. I never saw him again, yet it was an encounter which 

changed me in a number of ways. Was it an angel or was there another person 

– an invisible angel – who brought us together at that strange moment? All I 

know for sure is that we all, all through our lives, are presented by God with 

opportunities to act upon what he has already told us. Maybe it is in 

encounters such as mine that God sends us our fellows to be his angels. 

Maybe we can be his messengers, his angels, to others.    

 

Fr Robin 
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Thoughtful Spot – TRINITY 8 

 
Jeremiah 15 vv.15-21: Jeremiah asks God why he has to face so much 

suffering at the hands of his persecutors because he’s being true to his 

calling to speak God’s word to Israel. Jeremiah hears God say He will 

strengthen him so that his wicked and ruthless enemies will not overcome 

him.   

    

Romans 12 vv.9-21 St Paul encourages the Christians in Rome to be loving 

and faithful to each other; and even to show love to those who persecute 

them. He says let God be the ultimate judge of those who oppose them.  They 

should show care for such people; and never respond to evil with evil.     

                            

St Matthew 16 vv.21-28: Jesus tells His disciples that He’s going to face 

great suffering at the hands of the religious leaders in Jerusalem, they will 

kill him, but He will rise again. When Peter says this can’t be true, Jesus tells 

him if he and the other disciples are committed to Him, they must be prepared 

to face the same fate. If they do so, God will bless them in heaven. 
 

These Bible readings are very challenging and demanding for they tell us 

that if we are true to faith in God and Jesus, we may have to face opposition, 

suffering and even life-threatening persecution. 

 

First we heard Jeremiah say he couldn’t understand why he had to face 

painful persecution for being true to God’s calling to speak His Word to the 

people of Israel. Yes, of course, Jeremiah must have understood he was never 

going to be popular for telling the people they’d been forced into exile in 

Babylon because they’d abandoned faith in God and not kept His 

commandments but he thought surely God would protect him from harm. 

God reassures Jeremiah that He’ll keep him safe from those who oppose him.  

 

St Paul goes a step further. He tells the Christians in Rome that they must be 

loving towards each other, maintain their commitment to serving the Lord 

and be patient if they have to suffer for it. He says as well as being hospitable 

to strangers, they must bless and help their enemies if they are in need of 

food or something to drink. Paul goes on to say they must never repay evil 

with evil but overcome evil with good. 
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In this Gospel reading from St Matthew we hear Jesus apply similar thoughts 

to what was going to happen to Him. He tells His disciples that He has to go 

to Jerusalem where He will face suffering and death at the hands of the rulers 

and religious authorities but He will be raised from death. Peter is so shocked 

by this prediction that he says God will never allow it. Jesus tells Peter, quite 

sharply, that he’s thinking in narrow human ways, like the devil and does not 

understand God’s ways of overcoming evil with love. Jesus goes on to say 

anyone who is truly devoted to Him must be willing to give up their life for 

doing so but if they do, they will gain a new life in the glory of the Father in 

heaven.  

 

So, here we are faced with the hard fact of faith that it may involve great 

suffering and even being prepared to lose our life for it. We are blessed in 

our predominantly secular United Kingdom that Christians may at times face 

ridicule and hurtful opposition even from family members as well as friends 

and acquaintances at work but we do not face the persecution and suffering 

experienced by many committed Christians in other parts of the world. 

 

Here’s just one example. When ISIS took over the Nineveh plains in northern 

Iraq in 2014, terrorized Christian residents fled in fear of their lives. Six years 

later despite liberation from ISIS, many Christians still face persecution and 

are leaving Iraq altogether – meaning that the presence of Christianity in that 

country for 2000 years could be under threat. A 1987 census listed 1.4 

million Christians in Iraq but following the threat by ISIS and the continuing 

political instability in that country, Christians number only 200K, according 

to The Centre for the Study of Global Christianity. As numbers decrease 

rapidly, Christians like Maryam Binyamen says she feels hopeless: She said 

in an interview, “We are facing total extinction. The church or the 

government can do nothing about it. No opportunities. No jobs. No security. 

This is sad.”  

 

By contrast there is hope through what Christians are doing through St 

George’s Church in Baghdad. They are following St Paul’s instructions by 

providing food and medical care for Muslims, Christians and others in that 

part of the city. They have founded a Christian charity called “The 

Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East”. It aims to 

rebuild lives and restore hope in the Middle East. They say they engage with 

minority communities and the disadvantaged. They confront injustice, 



 

P
ag
e8

 

mistrust, poverty and exclusion and they encourage open communications 

through local grassroots partnerships. They give practical support through 

education, training and a medical centre giving care for anyone who needs 

it. 

 

What a wonderful example this is of putting into practice St Paul’s words, 

“If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them 

something to drink… Do not overcome evil with evil but overcome evil with 

good”. These Christians know they could be the target for ISIS-like 

extremists, as other churches in Iraq have been. They also know, as we heard 

Jesus say, “If anyone wants to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  

 

We may not have to face the suffering and persecution for our faith as many 

Christians do around the world but we can follow the example of St George’s 

Church in Baghdad if we take up our cross by putting ourselves out to care 

for people of all kinds of background, race or creed as we put our faith in 

Jesus. In particular, we can follow St Paul’s teaching to overcome evil with 

good. Maybe there’s someone in our family, neighbourhood or at work 

whose attitudes and behaviours seem opposed to ours. Maybe they’ve done 

something to upset us or they just seem aloof and uncaring. What could we 

do to overcome the tensions between us? Perhaps, by offering them our 

constant friendship and kindness, even if they seem to reject it. 

 

In a time of silent reflection, bring to mind someone whose attitudes and 

actions seem to oppose your beliefs and values. Tell Jesus about your 

difficulties with this person. Then, hear what He says He wants you to do 

about it as He reassures you He will always be with you to overcome evil 

with good. Finally, take heart from these reassuring words from Charles 

Everest’s hymn.  

 

Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 

Christ’s strength shall bear your spirit up 

And brace your heart and nerve your arm. 

Amen 

 

Michael Beesley 
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Dorset Historic Churches 

St Nicholas’ Church, Edmonsham 

 
In the grounds of Edmonsham House stands the little church of St Nicholas, 

shielded by tall trees and approached by a footpath off the main drive to the 

manor. 

 

The church dates back to the C12th but most of 

the medieval features were either swept away or 

“rearranged” during an enthusiastic restoration 

in 1863. The family vault of the Hussey’s, 

medieval lords of the manor, was covered over; 

the Norman font removed and a C12th arch 

pulled down. Tudor and C17th grave slabs of 

the Hussey and Fry families were taken up and placed against the walls. 

 

The C12th north chancel arch and the nave arcade of two bays set upon 

square stone pillars did survive, as did the round-headed window in the north 

wall made around AD 1100.  The C15th tower built of greensand and flint 

contains three bells. The treble, dated 1626, is inscribed “Praise God” while 

the others bear the names of churchwardens: Timothy Lodge 1674 and 

Simon Eborn 1702.  The tower also has grave slabs in the floor dedicated to 

John Cunditt (died 1668) and Thomas Clark (died 1683). 

 

On the west wall of the nave is a painted royal coat of arms to George III 

(dated 1788), witnessing the official status of the Church of England “by 

Law Established”, with the Sovereign as Supreme Governor.  On the other 

wall are two Commandment Boards and two C19th panels; one showing St 

Nicholas and the other probably St Aldhelm. 

 

By the north door, which was the original church entrance, is a list of rectors 

dating back to the C14th. 

 

Jane Winter 
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Dorset Historic Churches Trust 
 

The Dorset Historic Churches Trust was established in 

1959 with the help of Sir Owen Morehead who retired to 

Dorset in 1955 from Windsor Castle where he had been the 

Queen’s Librarian. The aim of the Trust was and still is, to 

support the many churches in Dorset (over 600) to help 

support the structures and to ensure that the buildings can 

be used for the benefit of the whole community. 

 

Their main fundraising activity has always been the Ride & 

Stride held on the second Saturday in September. 

 

This   year, of course, things have been difficult but 

the trustees met on 23rd June and decided that the Ride 

& Stride could go ahead on Saturday 12th September.  

There  may  be  a  few  changes and restrictions due 

to Covid-19 but all details can be found on their 

website: www.dhct.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why didn’t the skeleton 

cross the road?   

Because he had no guts!  

 
 
 

What do you call a person 

in a tree with a briefcase?  

A branch manager! 

 
 
 

http://www.dhct.org.uk/
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Endorsed by Trading Standards 

  

Tel: 07717 666354 

Plumbing and Heating Installations   Bathroom Installations  

Kitchen Installations   Maintenance & Repairs 

Power Flushing    Limescale Solutions    No job too small 

Local family business, lived in the area since 1984 

1 2 3 Plumbing & Heating 
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MEWS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
3 Bournemouth Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH14 0EF 

Telephone:  01202 741169 
  

YEATMANS FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 Albert Road 

Parkstone 

Poole BH12 2BZ 

Telephone:  01202 741340 
  

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants 

Serving The Community 

For Over 100 Years  

Part of Dignity plc (a British Company) 
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FOR HIRE 
St Peter’s Centre 

10 Chapel Road, Parkstone 

Available for Weddings,  
Christenings and Parties 
Functions of all kinds. 

  
For further information, please contact 

  
The Centre Manager:  01202 734340 
email: terrysaunders@ntlworld.com 

Need a Solicitor? 

Coles Miller Solicitors LLP 

  

We Are With You Every Step 

Of the Way 

  

• Wills and Estates 

• Family Matters 

• Personal Injury Claims 

• Moving Home 

• Employment Issues 

  

Offices in Poole,  

Bournemouth, Broadstone, 

Christchurch and Wimborne 

  

Car Parking and Home Visits 

  

         Call 

Roger Leedham 

01202 673011 
  

  

G B Building & 

Maintenance 
Conservation Builder 
Historic, Listed and 

Traditional Methods 
Lime Plastering 

Stonework 
Cob Walls 
Brickwork 

Lime Wash paints 
  

  
Telephone: 

Mr Gary Broom on 
077760 32289 or 

01823 283212 
  

Listed Heritage Member 

LAWTON’S NEWS 

  
Friendly, family owned business 

which specialises in home deliveries 

Good selection of magazines and 

stationery 

greetings cards 

chocolates 

  

250 ASHLEY ROAD 

UPPER PARKSTONE 

Tel:  01202 741726 

www.coles-miller.co.uk 
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F. P. Whiffen Opticians 
F.A.D.O., S.M.C. (disp), B.O.A. (disp) 

2 Bournemouth Road, Lower Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH14 0ES 

 
           

Optician 
  

Special Offer 
Free prescription sunglasses with every pair of spectacles 

  

Buy 1 Get 1 Free 
 

Also comprehensive eye examinations 
  

For an appointment or details 

Tel:  01202 716661 or 01202 771144 

of Contact Lenses Spectacles 

Husband and I went grocery shopping with masks, got home, 

took off masks, brought home wrong husband! 

 

Stay alert people! 
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St Peter’s Parish Centre 
 

Weekend Bookings Available 
  

Are you looking for a hall to hire?  

Perhaps you want to run a keep-fit class, a dance group or an art class? Perhaps 

you have a special event planned and need a venue?  

  

St Peter’s Centre is a vibrant focus for the community on weekdays, vacancies 

during the day, uniformed organisations on weekday evenings.  

  

We are now seeking to increase our bookings Thursday to Friday to   

4.00 pm, Saturdays and Sundays at various times.  

  

The hall is on the corner of Church Road and Chapel Road BH14 0JU (just a five-

minute walk from St Peter’s Church). 

  

The main hall is sized approximately 14.5 x 8.5 metres. The price includes use of a 

smaller side room and kitchen facilities. Storage space can be negotiated for 

regular bookings. 

  

Tables and chairs (adult and child-sized) are available in the hall. 

  

The cost is £25 per hour but this may be negotiable for regular bookings.  

  

If you are interested, please call  

  

Terry Saunders (Centre Manager) 

on  

01202 734340 or 07768 706788 

  

He can arrange for you to visit the Centre and can discuss cost with you.  

  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

  

As we are church-run, all activities in the Centre must be consistent with the 

Anglican values of St Peter’s Church.  

  

 


