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Welcome to St Peter’s 

It is now just a couple of months since we resumed worship in the church 

building. Please continue to be cautious; maintaining hand hygiene and social 

distance for the whole time that you are in the building.  

We are delighted that our choir is gradually returning, but we are still not 

allowed to join in with the hymns as a congregation so please enjoy the choir’s 

gifts and allow them to sing on your behalf. We continue to refrain from 

moving about or touching as we pass the peace. Face coverings are now 

required by all attending worship in the church building. This is a legal 

requirement unless you have a health exemption. Considering the distance 

from the congregation and the need to communicate clearly, the sacred 

ministers will not wear face coverings except at the distribution of 

Communion. Communion will be offered in one kind only.  

A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision for you 

to make your offering as you leave the building. Please put your contribution 

into a Gift Aid envelope if you pay tax and be sure to fill in the details on the 

envelope. That way you’ll be able to ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s 

will be able to get some money back from the tax man. 

We now have the facility for you to make donations by contactless payment if 

you wish to do so. This can be accessed by the north door. You can also make 

an offering via the ‘donate’ button on the St Peter’s webpage: 

www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Thank you. 

For enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact the Revd Sally 

Bedborough, associate priest: telephone 01202 245463 or email: 

sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
mailto:sally@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
http://www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk/
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THE GATHERING 
 
The service begins with a hymn, sung by the choir: 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
send forth your word, Lord, 
and let there be light. 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness, 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 
Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness, 
ever changing from glory to glory; 
mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
The President welcomes all who are gathered in the church building, 

and we remember those who are unable to attend at present. 
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Together, we say this prayer of preparation: 
All    Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
We listen as the choir sings: 
 

 Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   
receive our prayer.  
 
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the  
Collect for today, the 14th Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living 
way into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to 
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

We sit for the first reading, Genesis 50:15-21 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What 
if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full 
for all the wrong that we did to him?’ 16So they 
approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17“Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
your father.’ Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as 
your slaves.’ 19But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in 
the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, 
as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
you and your little ones.’ In this way he reassured them, speaking 
kindly to them. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
The second reading, Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarrelling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while 
the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who 
are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before 
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for 
the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be 
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better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the 
day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 
honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We 
do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgement on your 
brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. 
11For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 12So then, each of 
us will be accountable to God. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Please remain seated as the choir sings the Gradual Hymn   

 
May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 
live in me from day to day, 
by his love and pow’r controlling 
all I do and say. 
 
May the word of God dwell richly 
in my heart from hour to hour, 
so that I may triumph only 
in his saving pow’r. 
 
May the peace of God my Father 
rule my life in everything, 
that I may be calm to comfort 
sick and sorrowing. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me, 
as the waters fill the sea; 
him exalting, self abasing, 
this is victory. 
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May I run the race before me, 
strong and brave to face the foe, 
looking only unto Jesus, 
as I onward go. 

 
Please stand for the Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35 
The choir sing our gospel acclamations: 

Alleluia (x4) 
  Alleluia (x4) 

The word of the Lord endures for ever. 
The word of the Lord is the good news announced to you. 

 Alleluia! (x4) 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 23‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be made.26So the slave 
fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.” 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, “Pay what you owe.” 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 
30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31When his fellow-slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you 



8 
 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 34And in 
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay 
his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon, the Revd Sally Bedborough 
 
We stand for our prayers of penitence: 

Jesus said: ‘Before you offer your gift, go and be reconciled.  As 
brothers and sisters in God’s family, we come together to ask our 
Father for forgiveness. 

 
All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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We remain standing to proclaim the Creed. 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
One of these responses may be used, if an alternative is to be used it 
will be announced 
 

Lord in your mercy  or Lord hear us 
All Hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
The Intercessions may end as follows 

Merciful Father 
All  Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Peace 
 
We stand and the President introduces the peace  
 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called the children of 
God.  We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

We are invited to exchange a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the Altar as we listen to this hymn: 
 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice, 
which is more than liberty. 

 

There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav’n; 
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgement giv’n. 
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But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he will not own. 
 
There is plentiful redemption 
in the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the scope of human mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 
If our love were but more simple, 
we should take him at his word; 
and our hearts would find assurance 
in the promise of the Lord. 

 
These prayers are offered for the preparation of the Altar. 

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation through your goodness 
we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and 
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness  
we have this wine to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
  
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created all 
things; who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, 
born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about 
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an 
end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by 
rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these 
gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
All   Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect 
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his 
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we 
bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for 
counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in 
the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, your holy Apostle, Peter, 
St. Osmund, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
 
Bells are rung as we honour Christ’s presence in bread and wine. After 
a moment’s silence we sit or kneel. 
 

 Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us 
All Our Father  

who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory   
 For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body  

because we all share in one bread. 
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All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
The President invites the people to receive Communion with these 
words 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a Blessing. 
Due to the restrictions of the Coronavirus pandemic, communion will be 
given in one kind only. Please respect the distance of at least one metre 
from others as you come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. 
Please sanitise your hands before receiving the host. 

Any visitors who are used to receiving Communion in another Christian 
Church are welcome to receive Communion here today. If you are not a 
Communicant you are welcome to come forward for a Blessing. If you’d 
like to receive a Blessing please bring this service booklet with you. A 
Blessing will be given maintaining social distance. 

Our choir sing the following hymns: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
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Just as I am, thou wilt receive; 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thy love unknown 
has broken ev’ry barrier down, 
now to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
here for a season then above, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow trav’llers on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
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Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that l may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 
 

After Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the 
breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
All Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us   
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 
Announcements are made and Banns of Marriage are called 
 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

We remain seated as the choir sing our final hymn:  
 

God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy pow’r; 
now fulfil thy Church's story; 
bring her bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour.  
 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways; 
from the fears that long have bound us 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days.  
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Cure thy children's warring madness, 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in goods and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.  
 
Set our feet on lofty places, 
gird our lives that they may be 
armoured with all Christlike graces 
as we set your people free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we fail the world or thee. 
 

The Blessing. 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. 

All Amen. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
 
Organ music: Processional (1964) by William MATHIAS (1934-1992) 
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