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This Sunday’s short reflection is an interesting one, because there are lots of different 

directions my train of thoughts have taken me… 

 

Firstly, today is my first Sunday as Rector of St Peter’s and St Mary’s, on what I hope 

to be a long and fruitful incumbency – and that I refuse to let a global pandemic put a 

dampener on! 

 

Then, we have the season of creation and harvest thanksgiving, the period in the 

annual church calendar, from the 1st September, to today, the 4th October.  

 

Finally, today is also St. Francis Day, who is remembered as the patron saint of 

animals and ecology. 

 

For those who were unable to be at my collation and licensing, I would like to offer a 

brief introduction to myself… 

 

I served my curacy in The Avon Valley Churches, which is a multi-parish benefice, 

centred on Fordingbridge on the edge of the New Forest.  

 

Prior to ordination, I worked as a primary school teacher, and I also have a 

background in marketing and facilities management.  

 

I’m married to Heidi, who has a background in nursing and pastoral care, and we have 

two teenage children called Sam and Phoebe.  

 

The Trotman family are also Pug lovers, and we have two little treasures called Dibley 

and Pippa. 

 

Dog walking around Ashley Cross Green and Whitecliff Park has already proven to 

be a great way of getting to know people! 
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So, it is with great excitement that we are here to commence this new chapter in the 

life of St Peter’s… 

 

…by being a beacon of God’s love in this vibrant community and sharing Christ’s love 

to all. 

 

Today, we celebrate harvest… and at its heart, the harvest festival is a very 

straightforward type of event. It is about recognising that all of the gifts we have – 

come from God… 

 

…taking some time out from the busyness of our lives to recognise that fact, and then 

to say “thank you”… 

 

…thank you to those who have provided, laboured and produced – but ultimately, 

thank you to our loving creator. 

 

Now of course, the reason we celebrate harvest at this time of year is because… 

 

…not that long ago, the natural rhythm of the agricultural year permeated every aspect 

of life.   

 

In rural areas, within the last couple of hundred years, most people in the villages 

would have been involved in some aspect of farming… 

 

…and, in arable areas, when the fields needed harvesting, everyone would be out 

helping to gather in the crops. 

 

And once the crops had been safely gathered in… then the community could take the 

time to gather themselves into church and to thank God for the harvest. 
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The Parable we heard in today’s Gospel tells of the rich fool and his barns, and it is 

not about death, but about life… about the way to live. 

 

Jesus cautions his listeners to shun greed of any kind, reminding them that life is more 

than possessions… life is a loving relationship with God.  

 

The rich fool had more than enough material possessions. Specifically, he had food 

– so much that he couldn’t store it all.  

 

Now, did the others around him have enough food? Did the rich man bother to find 

out?  

 

Did he call to mind God’s frequent insistence through the prophets that we should 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give to the poor? 

 

In Poole, there are people in real need, within a few miles of here there is poverty… 

 

…and one element that attracted me to St Peter’s is how involved we are in local 

projects such as Routes to Roots and Poole Refuge.  

 

Offering the first fruits as thanks for our gifts only means anything real if it is about 

helping those whose harvest of life has failed. 

 

Thinking globally, I am so delighted in the work of Fairtrade organisations, and our 

support of the Province of Sudan. 

 

And locally, as followers of Christ, I would say that we have an obligation to offer 

practical love and support to our neighbours… 

 

…and as we know from the parable of the good Samaritan, our neighbours goes 

rather wider than we may always be comfortable with. 
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Although many of us have become detached from the agricultural world which grows 

our crops… 

 

…the reality is that we would all soon starve if the land stopped producing food… 

 

…and we know that the climate of the world is changing because of our 

mismanagement and greed.   

 

True thanksgiving to God for the gifts he has given us should include waking up to the 

foolishness and unsustainability of the current situation… 

 

…and doing all we can to put it right.   

 

Not caring about the future may sound like an attractive option, but I don’t believe that 

it is the God-given option… 

 

…because to worship God whilst ignoring the damage we do to his creation, the 

creation which sustains us and those that follow, feels like the sin of hypocrisy. 

 

So yes, let us rejoice for all that God has given to us today, but let’s not forget the 

foundations on which it is built. 

 

To finish, I do believe that this is such an exciting chapter in the life of St Peter’s 

Parkstone and Branksea St Mary.  

 

And I’m sure that we are thankful for the previous harvests gathered down the years, 

beginning with the influence of the Oxford Movement and the social action projects of 

that time. 

Today, there is new seed to be sown in this vibrant area of Ashley Cross and the 

surrounding neighbourhoods. 
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…and we are all called to spread the good news of God’s love everywhere and to 

everyone we can… 

 

… and there are significant opportunities for building authentic community, reaching 

out to local businesses and engaging with visitors to this beautiful place. 

 

And we can rejoice that the Holy Spirit is a generous sower, throwing and planting 

seeds everywhere… 

 

And we are called to participate in harvesting God’s Kingdom... to trace over the lines 

that God is already drawing.   

 

So my question is, what is God calling you and calling me to do in this new chapter in 

the life of St. Peter’s?  

 

To seize this new opportunity, and to live an exciting future as post-COVID disciples 

of Christ… Amen. 


