The Parish Eucharist

Sunday 25 October 2020
The Last Sunday after Trinity
President: the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest
Please take this service leaflet home with you
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Welcome to St Peter’s
It is now just a couple of months since we resumed worship in the church
building. Please continue to be cautious; maintaining hand hygiene and social
distance for the whole time that you are in the building.
We are delighted that our choir is gradually returning, but we are still not
allowed to join in with the hymns as a congregation so please enjoy the choir’s
gifts and allow them to sing on your behalf. We continue to refrain from
moving about or touching as we pass the peace. Face coverings are now
required by all attending worship in the church building. This is a legal
requirement unless you have a health exemption. Considering the distance
from the congregation and the need to communicate clearly, the sacred
ministers will not wear face coverings except at the distribution of
Communion. Communion will be offered in one kind only.
A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision for you
to make your offering as you leave the building. Please put your contribution
into a Gift Aid envelope if you pay tax and be sure to fill in the details on the
envelope. That way you’ll be able to ‘Gift Aid’ your contribution and St Peter’s
will be able to get some money back from the tax man.
We now have the facility for you to make donations by contactless payment if
you wish to do so. This can be accessed by the north door. You can also make
an offering via the ‘donate’ button on the St Peter’s webpage:
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Thank you.
For enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact the Revd Mike
Trotman, Rector; revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk Phone: 07525662999
The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email:
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
Website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk

2

THE GATHERING
The service begins with a hymn, sung by the choir:
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home.
Under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.
Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.
A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all its sons away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.
O God, our help in ages past
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.

All

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

All

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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The President welcomes everyone
The deacon leads our prayers of confession and preparation

All

God our Father,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins.
For turning away from you,
and ignoring your will for our lives;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

All

For behaving just as we wish,
without thinking of you;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

All

For failing you by what we do,
and think and say;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

All

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you
by temptations in the world about us;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

All

For living as if we were ashamed
to belong to your Son;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

All

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness
of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and
strength of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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We listen as the choir sings:
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then invites the
congregation to join together in praying the Collect for today, the Last
Sunday after Trinity.
All Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them, to read, mark,
learn and inwardly digest them that,
through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast
the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We sit for the first reading, Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
2
‘Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to
them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.
15
You shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be
partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge
your neighbour. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your
neighbour: I am the LORD.
17
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall
reprove your neighbour, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall
not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people,
but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the LORD.’
All

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The second reading, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you
was not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been
shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure
motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been approved by God to
be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak,
not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As
you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of
flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from
mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might have
made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not
only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have
become very dear to us.
All

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please remain seated as the choir sing the Gradual Hymn
Love is the touch of intangible joy;
love is the force that no fear can destroy;
love is the goodness we gladly applaud:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the lilt in a lingering voice;
love is the hope that can make us rejoice;
love is the cure for the frightened and flawed:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the light in the tunnel of pain;
love is the will to be whole once again;
love is the trust of a friend on the road:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the Maker, and Spirit, and Son;
love is the kingdom their will has begun;
love is the pathway the saints all have trod:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Please stand for the Gospel, Matthew 22:34-end
The choir sing our gospel acclamations:
Alleluia (x3)
All Alleluia (x3)
We do not live by bread alone
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God
All Alleluia! (x3)

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you O Lord.
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. 36‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is
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the greatest?’ 37He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 40On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’
41
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked
them this question: 42‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose
son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ 43He said to them,
‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44
“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”?
45
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ 46No one
was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare
to ask him any more questions.
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

The Sermon, The Revd Sally Bedborough
We stand to proclaim the Creed.
All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
8

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
One of these responses may be used, if an alternative is to be used it
will be announced

All

Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

or

Lord hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Intercessions may end as follows
Merciful Father
All Accept these prayers
for the sake of your son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace
We stand and the President introduces the peace
Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
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We are invited to exchange a (socially distanced) sign of peace.
Bread and wine are placed on the Altar as we listen to this hymn:
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
fellow trav’llers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christlight for you
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.
When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that l may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.
This prayer is offered for the preparation of the Altar.
As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.
All Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer (B)
The Lord be with you.
All and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son
Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created all
things; who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our
Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of
the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he
opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death
by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. Therefore
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you
and saying:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these
gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
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All

All

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As
we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting
us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy
Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St Osmund and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and
ever.
Amen.

Bells are rung as we honour Christ’s presence in bread and wine. After
a moment’s silence we sit or kneel.

All

Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour taught us
Our Father
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen.
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The President breaks the consecrated bread saying
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
All Though we are many, we are one body
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

The President invites the people to receive Communion with these
words
Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All Lord I am not worthy to receive you
but only say the word and I shall be healed.
All are welcome to come forward to receive Communion or a Blessing.
Due to the restrictions of the Coronovirus pandemic, communion will be
given in one kind only. Please respect the distance of at least one metre
from others as you come forward, and form one line in the central aisle.
Please sanitise your hands before receiving the host.
Any visitors who are used to receiving Communion in another Christian
Church are welcome to receive Communion here today. If you are not a
Communicant you are welcome to come forward for a Blessing. If you’d
like to receive a Blessing please bring this service booklet with you. A
Blessing will be given maintaining social distance.
Our choir sings the following hymn:

Firmly I believe and truly
God is Three, and God is One;
And I next acknowledge duly
Manhood taken by the Son.
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And I trust and hope most fully
In that Manhood crucified;
And each thought and deed unruly
Do to death, as he has died.
Simply to his grace and wholly
Light and life and strength belong,
And I love supremely, solely,
Him the holy, him the strong.
And I hold in veneration,
For the love of him alone,
Holy Church as his creation,
And her teachings as his own.
Adoration ay be given,
With and through the angelic host,
To the God of earth and heaven,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
After Communion
God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the
bread of his life and the word of his kingdom: renew your people
with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by
your true and living bread; who is alive and reigns, now and for
ever.
All Amen.
All

Almighty God
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Announcements are made
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
We remain seated as the choir sings our final hymn:
Thy hand, O God, has guided
Thy flock, from age to age;
The wondrous tale is written,
Full clear, on every page;
Our fathers owned thy goodness,
And we their deeds record;
And both of this bear witness:
One Church, one faith, one Lord.
Thy heralds brought glad tidings
To greatest, as to least;
They bade men rise, and hasten
To share the great King's feast;
And this was all their teaching,
In every deed and word,
To all alike proclaiming
One Church, one faith, one Lord.
Through many a day of darkness,
Through many a scene of strife,
The faithful few fought bravely,
To guard the nation's life.
Their gospel of redemption,
Sin pardoned, man restored,
Was all in this enfolded,
One Church, one faith, one Lord.
And we, shall we be faithless?
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict,
And cast away our crown?
Not so: in God's deep counsels
Some better thing is stored;
We will maintain, unflinching,
One church, one faith, one Lord.
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Thy mercy will not fail us,
Nor leave thy work undone;
With thy right hand to help us,
The victory shall be won;
And then, by men and angels,
Thy name shall be adored,
And this shall be their anthem:
One Church, one faith, one Lord.
The Blessing.
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread make
you one in praise and love, and raise you up at the last day and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The Ministers and people depart.
Organ music: Menuet Gothique Opus 25 (1895) by Leon BOELLMANN
(1862-1897)
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