Sung Eucharist - 2nd Sunday before Advent

The parable of the talents – stained glass executed by Clayton & Bell, London.
For St Edith’s Church, Bishop Wilton, executed late 19th century.
© St Edith’s Church, Bishop Wilton.
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10am on Sunday 15th November 2020
President – Revd Mike Trotman – Rector
Welcome to St Peter’s Church, Parkstone
Due to the latest Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to gather for
services in church. This order of service is intended to enable us to
gather online, and to remember that nothing can destroy our oneness
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We are mindful of those who have died in the battle against Covid-19.
We give thanks for all medical personnel, and for caring agencies that
seek to support the sick and the vulnerable.
Although we cannot take up a collection in our online service, it is
possible to make an offering by using the ‘donate’ button on our
website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Thank you; we are most
grateful for any support you can offer.
For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms
please contact:
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector

revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk

Phone: 07525 662999
The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email:
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
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THE GATHERING
The service begins with a hymn, please join in at home!
God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
now fulfil thy church's story;
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour.
Lo, the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways;
from the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days.
Cure thy children's warring madness,
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton selfish gladness,
rich in goods and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.
Set our feet on lofty places,
gird our lives that they may be
armoured with all Christlike graces
in the fight till all be free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
that we fail not earth nor thee.
Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969)
© Stephen F Downs legal representative of Dr Elinor Downs

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.
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The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
The President welcomes everyone.
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
cf Matthew 4.17
Silence is kept.
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
cf Psalm 51
May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
All Amen.
We join our voices across our homes in the ancient words of the
Gloria.
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Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
The President introduces a period of silent prayer and then says the
Collect for today, the 2nd Sunday before Advent.
From the depths of our hearts, let us pray.
Silence is kept.
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Old Testament Reading
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand;
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the
people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their
hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’ Their wealth
shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build
houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the
sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will
bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver
nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s
wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth.
Zephaniah 1.7, 12–end, NRSV
For the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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The New Testament Reading
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.
Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved,
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the
night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but
let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night,
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5.1–11, NRSV
For the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Please join in with singing the gradual hymn.
All nations of the world
be joyful in the Lord:
with willing hands your Master serve with one accord:
in ceaseless praise
with heart and voice in him rejoice through all your days.
Be sure the Lord is God,
creation's source and spring:
in him alone we live, to him our lives we bring.
From days of old
he feeds his flock and guides the wanderers to his fold.
In gladness go your way:
approach his courts with song
in thankfulness to him to whom all things belong:
His name adore:
his gracious mercy, truth and love for evermore.
Frederick E Le Grice (1911-1992) based on Psalm 100
© 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.

The Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus Christ is the firstborn from the dead;
to him be glory and power for ever and ever.
All Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
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‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him,
“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I
have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matthew 25:14-30, NRSV
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon – the Revd Mike Trotman, Rector.
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We declare our faith in God.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
To the bidding
Please respond

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

At the end:
Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace
God makes peace within us – let us claim it.
May the God of peace sanctify you:
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before him
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.
1 Thessalonians 5.23; 3.13
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
We are invited to share a sign of peace with those around us.
Bread and wine are placed on the altar as we sing our offertory hymn.
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changest thee.
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908)
11

The President offers this prayer taking the bread and wine.
To you we come, Father of lights,
with angels and saints,
where heaven and earth unite.
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread.
All Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer B.
The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and singing:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
All Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All Amen.
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people
and the Sanctus bell is rung.
With saints through the ages,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The President breaks the consecrated bread saying:
Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
All we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
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All Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
The President invites the people to receive Communion with these
words:
God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people
All Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
We make our Spiritual Communion.

Reflect on the words of our anthem:
Walk humbly with your God – Malcolm Archer
He has shown you what is good:
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with your God.
Prayer after Communion
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
All Amen.
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Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
All Amen.
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Please join in singing our final hymn:

I bind unto myself today
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One, and One in Three.
I bind unto myself today
the virtues of the star-lit heaven,
the glorious sun's life-giving ray,
the whiteness of the moon at even,
the flashing of the lightning free,
the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks,
the stable earth, the deep salt sea,
around the old eternal rocks.
I bind unto myself today
the power of God to hold and lead,
his eye to watch, his might to stay,
his ear to hearken to my need
the wisdom of my God to teach,
his hand to guide, his shield to ward,
the word of God to give me speech,
his heavenly host to be my guard.
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Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
I bind unto myself the name,
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One, and One in Three,
of whom all nature has creation,
eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
Praise to the Lord of my salvation:
salvation is of Christ the Lord.
Patrick of Ireland (attributed) (c386-c460),
Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895)

The Blessing:
With the saints, know the gift of courage,
May God give to you and to all those whom you love
his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy,
in this world and the next;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000)
material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCL 20546.
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