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Through the written word, and the spoken word,  

may we know your Living Word  Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  

 

There is so much hurt and pain in our world today… a couple of days ago, the awful 

news of an attack at a church in Nice in France, leaving many feeling afraid.  

 

And like many other countries, we also face the possibility of another lockdown, which 

for lots of people can be lonely and isolating…  

 

Sometimes the future appears to be so bleak… it’s hard just to take another step 

forward… 

 

This morning, I want to encourage all of us to follow in the footsteps of the “Saints” 

who have gone before us… 

 

…and to allow the memory of the Saints’ faith to spur us on… to keep going through 

hard times. 

 

I wonder how many followers of Jesus there are in your class at school… or in your 

street where you live… or at the place where you work… or in your extended family. 

 

There may not be many followers of Jesus where you live or work… 

 

…and it can be hard being a Christian when you think that there are very few people 

walking in the same direction as you are. 

 

It can be a bit like looking at this iceberg and seeing only the bit above sea level. 

 

However, on this All Saints Day, we are reminded that millions of followers of Jesus 

have gone before us. 
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We may not be able to see them now, but they have walked in the same direction as 

we are now walking. 

 

With Jesus’ help, they have followed him faithfully day-by-day, and have served him 

until the end of their lives. 

 

Imagine that all the followers of Jesus, who have gone before us, are like the 

underneath of the iceberg. 

 

Can you see from the picture of the iceberg that you and I are part of a very, very 

large family that stretches back over 2000 years to Jesus and his first followers… 

 

Some of our Christian family we can see now, however a large part of the family we 

can’t see now, but we will see one day when we are all living with God together. 

 

Now these followers of Jesus, who have gone before us, are sometimes called 

“Saints” or “holy ones,” as the Bible calls them.  

 

In fact, the word “Saint” or “holy one” is a word that describes all followers of Jesus… 

… so we too are Saints! 

 

One of the things that can help us when we are feeling alone, or when we are suffering 

for our faith… 

 

…is to remember that the followers of Jesus who have gone before us also suffered 

at different times in their lives. They, like us, experienced trials of all different kinds…  

 

Many of them had to cope with people being unkind to them, insulting them and lying 

about them, just as Jesus said it would happen to his followers. 
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Verse 11 in today’s Gospel reading, “God blesses you when people mock you and 

persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because 

you are my followers.” 

 

So, may we all be encouraged that these Saints kept going with Jesus’ help… 

 

…And why don’t we ask Jesus for his help, by talking to him in prayer at the beginning 

of each new day, asking him to give us strength for whatever we may face…  

 

Along with the Saints in heaven, let us all encourage each other to keep going with 

Jesus’ help. Amen. 


