
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -  3RD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  
Wisdom 6 vv.12-16: Solomon reflects on the nature of God’s wisdom, saying those who 
seek it, understand its crucial importance in every part of their life. He declares those who 
are blessed by knowing and seeking God’s wisdom, find it releases them from care and 
enriches every part of their life.      
1 Thessalonians 4 vv.13-18: St Paul encourages those who are worried about what will 
happen to the faithful who’ve died before Jesus returns to earth. He says Jesus and the 
archangel will call them to be with Him in heaven, followed by those who are still alive on 
earth, to be with Him for ever.                               
St Matthew 25 vv.1-13: Jesus uses a story to tell his disciples always to be ready and alert 
for the coming His kingdom. He likens it to ten bridesmaids preparing for a wedding. Five are 
wise and have extra supplies of lamp oil. The other five do not. The wedding is delayed and 
when it’s ready to go ahead, the lamps of the second five had run out of oil. They asked the 
first five for some of theirs, but were refused because they didn’t have enough left.           
The second five went off to buy more oil. The wedding began and when they returned, they 
were not allowed in. 
 

In our readings this morning, we hear Solomon. St Paul and Jesus tell us we must always be 

alert to the wisdom and inspiration of God and ready to respond to it and live by it. 

In the passage from The Wisdom of Solomon, he says those who understand the crucial 

importance of being connected to and living by God’s wisdom will be enriched in every part 

of their life. 

St Paul addresses the concern of those who are worried about what will happen to the 

faithful who’ve died before the expected return of Jesus. He reassures them that Jesus and 

the archangel will call them triumphantly into His presence in the kingdom of heaven, along 

with the faithful who are still alive on earth, so they will all be together with Him for ever. 

Then we heard Jesus tell His disciples always to be alert and ready for His coming to them. 

He said they must not like foolish bridesmaids at a wedding, who’d not brought enough oil to 

keep their lamps alight when the wedding was delayed. They went to buy more oil and were 

then barred from the wedding when they came back too late. In his final comment, Jesus 

says “Keep awake therefore, for you do not know the day or the hour when the Kingdom of 

Heaven will be close to you.” 

So, how can we understand what it means for us to be always alert and ready with wisdom 

for Jesus to come to us at any time? 

 I find Tolstoy’s story of Martin the Cobbler illustrates it clearly.  

One night, as Martin sat reading the Bible, he thought he heard someone calling him. He 

listened and heard clearly:  

“Martin, Martin, look out into the street tomorrow for I will come to visit you.” He looked 

around the tiny room. There was no one to be seen, so he reckoned it must be the Lord 

Himself who had spoken to him.  

So it was with great excitement that next day he sat down to his work.    



As he worked he kept a close eye on the window. He was looking for something or someone 

special. But nothing exciting happened.  

Only the usual people passed by, going about their everyday business.  

The day wore on and he saw no-one special..  

In the early afternoon he saw a pair of old boots going by that were very familiar to him. They 

belonged to an old soldier called Stephen.  

Going to the window he looked out and saw the old man rubbing his hands together for it 

was bitterly cold.  

Martin wished that he would move on, for he was afraid he might obstruct his view, so he 

would not see the Lord when he came.  

But old Stephen just stood there by the railing.  

It occurred to Martin that maybe Stephen hadn’t eaten anything all day.  

So he tapped on the window and beckoned him to come in.  

He sat him by the fire and gave him tea and bread. Stephen was most grateful He said he’d 

not eaten for two days. As he left, Martin gave him his second overcoat as a shield against 

the biting cold. 

But all the time Martin was entertaining Stephen, he’d not forgotten the window.  

Every time a shadow fell on it, he looked up but nobody extraordinary passed by. Night fell.  

Martin finished his work and very reluctantly closed the window shutters.  

After supper, he took down his Bible and, as was his custom, he opened the Gospels and 

began to read.  

After reading for some time, Martin put down the book and reflected. The words of the Lord 

came to him: “I was hungry and you fed me. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was 

naked and you clothed me”  

He understood then that Jesus had indeed come to him that day in the person of Stephen, 

and that he had made him welcome.  

And his heart was filled with a peace he’d never known before. 

In what way was Martin inspired by the wisdom of God? It was because his life was filled 

with what he learnt from his reflections on the Bible. 

In what ways was Martin alert? It was by being constantly on the lookout for Jesus to come 

into his life. 

How did Martin know the Kingdom of God was close to him?  

He realised it when he understood He’d cared for Jesus in the person of the cold, frail and 

hungry old soldier; and then experienced the deep peace of God. 

So, the same can be true for us. Our minds will be are inspired by God’s wisdom as we 

reflect on wonders and teachings in His holy book. 



We are alert when we are constantly looking out for different ways in which Jesus can come 

into our life. 

We know the Kingdom of God is close to us when we’ve thought, said and done what Jesus 

wants of us, and know He’s been close to us as we did it. Then we can feel that deep sense 

of peace that Martin experienced.. 

In a minute of silence, let’s thank God, like Martin, for three blessings: 

1. Ways in which God’s wisdom is revealed to us, e.g. in The Bible.  

2. The times we’ve been alert and known Jesus is close to us.  

3. The deep peace we’ve known when we’ve done God’s will.    

Finally, let’s pray these words from the well-known hymn: 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down. 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

                       All Thy faithful mercies crown. Amen 


