
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -  22nd November 2020  -  “CHRIST THE KING”  
Ezekiel 34 vv.11-16 & 20-24: The prophet Ezekiel sees God as a shepherd gathering his flock, the 
people of Israel, from where they have been scattered and bringing them to their own safe, rich grazing 
pasture. There God heals the injured and strengthens the weak; but treats with justice the self-
indulgent.       
Ephesians 1 vv.15-23: St Paul rejoices in the faith of the Ephesian Christians. He prays that the God of 
the Lord Jesus will endow them with the wisdom through which they will be enlightened to understand 
that Jesus, through his resurrection, has the highest authority for ever over all things as head of His 
people, the church.                               
St Matthew 25 vv.31-46: Jesus says that when He sits on his eternal throne, He will, like a shepherd 
separating sheep from goats in a flock, call to be with him for ever people who’ve cared for him by 
caring for those who are hungry, thirsty, strangers, vulnerable or in prison. He will reject those who 
have turned their backs on people in need. He said neither group will realise He was in every person 
who came to them when they cared for or turned their backs on someone who needed help. 
. 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? Were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter. Were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? Were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter. Were you there? 

When I needed a shelter, were you there? Were you there? 

When I needed a shelter were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter. Were you there? 

Wherever you travel, I’ll be there. I’ll be there 

Wherever you travel, I’ll be there. 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter.  I’ll be there. 

Sydney Carter was inspired to write this well-known song by what Jesus says in today’s Gospel 

passage from St Matthew.  

Jesus tells us He will come in glory, at the end of time, to judge every person on earth, like a shepherd 

separating sheep from goats. 

He says He will judge us by whether we let the love of God shine through us or we blocked it. 

Jesus says that whenever we see someone who’s hungry, thirsty, vulnerable or needing shelter,           

it is He who is coming to us in that person and needs our help.  

If we respond with care and love, He will welcome us into the life of His Kingdom in heaven.   

It was significant that the Queen, in her honour’s list in October, followed Jesus’ examples when she 

honoured many individuals who’ve done extraordinary things to care for people hit so badly by the 

Coronavirus pandemic and lockdowns.  

Here are just two examples: 

First, David Maguire, a Glasgow restaurant owner. He was awarded The Order of The British Empire 

because he’d provided more than 100,000 free meals for hospital workers, vulnerable and isolated 

people, and also for children who were missing free school meals during the lockdown.  

He said of his nomination that it was “surreal to think that anyone had noticed what we were doing”. 



Second, Jolene Miller, from Stockton; she was a paramedic, but is now a train driver. She became a 

volunteer paramedic, caring for critically ill Coved 19 patients while continuing her job, one week on the 

NHS and the next week on the trains. She was also awarded the British Empire Medal. 

I’m thinking also of two people like this in our local Christian community. 

The first is a deeply committed Christian lady. She supports one of our St Peter’s members who feels 

so very vulnerable to the Coronavirus that she won’t go shopping or even to come to worship in church.  

This Good Samaritan lady has been doing her shopping every week during re pandemic.  

I’m also thinking of someone who gives his time to help in the Poole Food Bank to provide food and 

basic essentials to people in Poole who haven’t enough money to feed their family because of 

unemployment; or their wages and benefits have been cut during the pandemic. 

It’s very likely that all four of these people, like those Jesus commended, never think that, in caring for 

someone in need, they are caring for Jesus; but that’s exactly what He is saying:  

“Just as you did it to the least of those who are members of my family, you did it to me”.    

There is also a condemning aspect in Jesus’ teaching. He says people who care only about meeting 

their own needs and desires; and do not care for the hungry, the thirsty, the homeless, the vulnerable 

and those in prison, must not be surprised that there will be no place for them in the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

This brings us to the crunch question!   

How do we respond when we see someone who needs help? 

In a time of quiet reflection, as we think about today’s teaching of Christ the King, let’s take a hard look 

at ourselves and how we react when we see someone in need.  

Do we tend to look away and think “It’s not my problem”; or do we do what we can to help that person? 

It might be good to bring to mind a recent situation when we had an opportunity to help someone in 

need; and be honest as we tell God what we did about it..  

Then, listen to Christ the King judging us as He says that, in what we did, we cared for Him or turned 

our back on Him.  

Finally, let’s pray that wherever we go, Christ the King will inspire us through the words of Sydney 

Carter’s song: 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? Were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter. Were you there? 

Wherever you travel, I’ll be there. I’ll be there 

Wherever you travel, I’ll be there. 

And the name and the colour and the creed won’t matter.  I’ll be there. Amen. 


