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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Saint Mark chapter 1 and verse 4, “John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 

  

A class of fourteen-year-olds was asked… “Who was John the Baptist?” One student 

put up his hand and replied… “He was a wild man – cool!”  

 

Asked to explain, he said he admired John for being able to live in the desert without 

any visible means of support… 

 

…the student admitted some curiosity regarding John’s clothing, some amusement 

and ‘Eeew’ factor at the thought of eating locusts… although the honey was ‘okay.’ 

 

The class consensus was that John the Baptist was more interesting than many of 

the characters we read about in the New Testament… 

 

…many of whom were seen as “self-righteous”, while John had something of the 

anarchist about him.  

 

I think the students were right to see John as the ‘wild man of God’… John is a 

complex character; whose life had several levels of meaning for the ministry of Jesus.  

 

But he also has several messages for us, too, partly because he represents an image 

of godliness we may not have considered… 

 

…but also partly because much of what John is, and does, could well address our 

own vocation as disciples.  

  

We know already that John was special, born of parents blessed by a miracle which 

brought about his birth, as the Gospel of Luke tells us.  
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His family was of priestly line and, though certain rigorous requirements were made 

concerning his upbringing, his family would have experienced a certain status in the 

community.  

 

His parents knew from the angelic message that John must be dedicated to God… 

 

…and that his role would be key in the coming of the Lord among the people… that 

is, the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah.  

 

The fact that he apparently threw up his birth-right, and left his family, pursuing a life 

of asceticism… 

 

…and proclaiming the coming judgement loudly and vividly, says something about 

him which his family was not probably prepared for.  

 

John lived his conviction – that his role was to attract enough attention to transmit his 

message… 

 

…that the time had arrived, the Messiah was imminent, the moment was now, there 

was no time to waste! 

 

But John’s appearance and lifestyle were not just a gimmick to attract attention… they 

were a preparation… 

 

…a cleansing and a method of living out the very repentance that he preached as 

essential to others.  

 

God called him, and then worked from within John’s apparent ‘wildness’ and, in doing 

so, showed a part of God’s untameable character that we rarely consider… 
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God does not always operate through Mr and Mrs ‘Nice’, but sometimes chooses 

people whose attractiveness to some may, indeed, rather repel others.  

 

God wants to appeal to the whole spectrum of humanity, not just the respectable and 

self-righteous… 

 

…and so calls forth the appropriate types of disciple to suit all groups and types of 

people.  

 

Unfortunately, it is sometimes the case that the Church itself limits its leadership roles 

only to those who fit a particular mould, those least likely to ‘overturn the tables’. 

 

At the start of the Jesus movement, God needed strong, enthusiastic and sometimes 

fiery people… 

 

…people with stamina and ‘grit’ to energise the new Church, and God still needs such 

people today.  

 

The seed of God’s own wild Spirit planted in John enabled him to prepare the way for 

Jesus… 

 

…by gathering a group around him who, it is now believed, transferred their allegiance 

to Christ when the time came. 

 

John was the key to the start of Jesus’ ministry – perhaps such uncomfortable 

prophets are the key to the regeneration of the Church today?  

  

Living in the desert and dining so frugally is probably not what the practice of 

Christianity means for us… 
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…but stepping outside the mould which society and the Church create for us may well 

be. 

 

John passed up his respectable life to follow God’s path as his own. He taught by 

word and example, and told his message clearly and unequivocally… 

 

…he lived, and stuck to, his own truth and, through his determination to be himself, 

showed us how to do the same.  

 

Perhaps it is this combination of attributes to which young people are drawn… John 

lived authentically his vocation as given to him by God.  

 

And he encourages us to accept the invitation to be wild for God and, in being so, to 

permit God’s Spirit to be wild in the world… to shake it up… through us. 

 

This Advent, may we all follow John’s the Baptist’s example in preparing the way of 

the Lord… Amen. 


