
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -  25.12.20  - “CHRISTMAS DAY”  
Isaiah 52 vv.7-10: Isaiah declares that God’s messengers are announcing to the people of Israel the good 
news that will make them sing with joy for the presence of God is coming among them to comfort, restore 
and rebuild Jerusalem. This will be a sign of their salvation to all other nations.       
Hebrews 1 vv.1-4: This letter begins by telling us that throughout history God spoke to the people through 
the prophets; but now He has spoken to us through his Son, who was the very image of God Himself living 
among us.   He defeated the power of sin and evil, and is now at one with God in heaven.                               
St John 1 vv.1-14: St John echoes the writer of the Hebrews, saying Jesus was with God as creator of all 
things from the beginning of time. He became God’s Word in human form; and He reflected the light of God 
to all people. John the Baptist prepared the people for God’s word to come among them in Jesus Those 
who welcomed Jesus as a blessing from God became children of God, being reborn through the will of 
God.. 
 

On every Christmas Day, we are invited to follow the star to remember with gratitude the wonderful gift of 

the birth of Jesus.  

All today’s Bible readings predict or proclaim the divine gift of God coming to live among us, especially in 

human form through the birth of Jesus in a stable. 

We are called, like the shepherds and the wise men, to kneel before Jesus’ cradle and be blessed by the 

light shining on us through the amazing actions, teachings and experiences of His life among us. 

From Jesus’ very first days, the revelations of God’s nature in Him are truly amazing. His birth is so special 

because of His wonderful life story. 

For example, when He was taken as a baby to the temple to be dedicated to God, Simeon, a “just and 

devout” man of faith, recognised immediately that this child was God’s Messiah, desperately needed by the 

people of Israel.      

At the same time, Anna, described by St Luke as a prophet, whose whole life was devoted to fasting and 

prayer in the temple. When she saw baby Jesus, she praised God and told everyone she met that this baby 

was going to redeem Israel, and would free them from sin and everlasting death.  

Wow! What a beginning! 

And, it doesn’t stop there. When Jesus, God’s Light among us, was a boy, Mary and Joseph thought they’d 

lost Him when they were returning from the Passover festival in Jerusalem. They thought He was with other 

members of their family. In fact, He had stayed in the temple discussing matters of faith with the teachers. 

Then, later, as an adult, Jesus was baptised by John because He wanted to be one with all who were being 

baptised to be mentally and spiritually prepared for the Light of God to shine among them through Himself, 

as God’s Messiah among them. 

That’s when Jesus’ public work began among all different kinds of people. 

We have wonderful records of how He taught about the nature of God through His parables and direct 

statements.  

I wonder which ones do you recall most clearly and what they tell you about God? 

Then, there are the amazing accounts of how Jesus healed people with leprosy, with loss of sight and 

hearing, and those with mental illness. 

Jesus shone the light of God’s love on people who were regarded as the lowest of the low in society: tax-

collectors, Samaritans, beggars and outcasts of all kinds. 

With the light of God shining through Him, Jesus confronted those in religious and state authorities who 

were abusing their positions of power by exploiting, despising and controlling people of faith. 

No wonder those in authority saw Jesus as a threat to their power and decided they had to get rid of Him. 



But, they could not extinguish His Light. He would not respond with evil to their evil intentions and actions; 

but He put into practice His own teaching: “Love your enemies”, He even prayed for forgiveness for the 

soldiers who were nailing Him to the cross. 

But, the Light of God in Jesus could not be extinguished. Evil could not put out the Light of God’s goodness 

and love. In Jesus’ resurrection, so well witnessed, we are reassured that God’s love is ultimately stronger 

than the worst kinds of evil of which we humans are capable. 

This is what we celebrate today. Christmas reminds us how the highest and lowest in society, the shepherd 

and the wise men, were drawn by the star to witness how, through the birth of Jesus, God’s Light came into 

our world to show us the Power and Love of God in the clearest possible way. 

We too can be drawn by the star to wonder at the miracle of Christ’s birth;  and let the Light of God shine 

on us and through us 

So, let’s take a minute of silence to imagine we are kneeling with the shepherds and the wise men at Jesus’ 

birth. As we do so, let’s bring to mind: 1. One example of something He came to teach us.  

2. One example of what He did to reflect God’s love for people in need.   

3. One example of how He challenged the hypocritical authorities; and, 

4. Above all, what His death and resurrection tell us about the ultimate power   

    of God’s love over evil and death. 

(One minute silence) 

Yes, in that baby, whose birth we celebrate today, we are given the wonderful assurance that we are all 

held in God’s almighty love; and He will guide our faith, through whatever we experience in this life, to the 

eternal Kingdom of Heaven where suffering and weeping are no more. 

So, let’s praise and thank God for leading us to the light of Jesus’ birth with these familiar words from the 

carol….”O Come all ye faithful” 

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory given. 

Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing; 

O Come, let us adore Him, 

O Come, let us adore Him, 

O Come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the King. Amen 

English version of “Adeste fidelis” by Frederick Oakeley (1841) 

 


