
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -  “EPIPHANY SUNDAY”  
Isaiah 60 vv.1-6: The prophet declares that the Light of God has come to Israel and the 
people who live in darkness will see the glory of God’s Light shining among them. People 
from all surrounding countries will be drawn to this Light in Israel, some bringing gifts to 
honour God’s royalty and divinity. 
Ephesians 3 vv.1-12: St Paul tells, from his suffering in prison, how, after his experience of 
the resurrected Jesus, he was commissioned by God’s grace to bring the Good News of 
Jesus to the Gentiles so they may know God’s eternal purposes for the world and be 
blessed with God’s promises through Jesus. 
St Matthew 2 vv.1-12: St Matthew tells us, as Isaiah predicted, how wise men from eastern 
countries were drawn by the light of God’s star to witness the birth of Jesus. They brought 
with them gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh; and refused to tell King Herod where Jesus 
was, because they were warned in a dream that to do so would threaten Jesus’ life. 
 
At the birth of Jesus, the Light of God came into the world in the clearest possible way.  

The wise men from the east, as St Matthew’s Gospel tells us, were drawn by the light of the 

star to worship Jesus when He was born.  

They brought with them gifts that expressed their understanding that God’s divine presence 

was clearly in this child.  

Think of the gifts you gave at Christmas to someone who is special to you.  

What was your reason for giving what you did?  

Was it to show how much you love or value this person?  

Was it to support a skill, activity or enjoyment that means a lot to him or her?       

or maybe it was to help her or him through some kind of difficulty? 

The wise men, drawn by the star to the birth of Jesus, had very particular reasons for 

bringing the gifts they did. 

Their gift of Gold recognised Jesus’ divine Kingship, his being part of the wonder of God’s 

King-like power as Creator of all life.  

Frankincense was a sign that this baby had a divine prayerful connection with God.  

This was evident throughout His life.  

Myrrh was used in Biblical times to ease suffering, so this gift recognised that this divine 

child was going to face the worst evil, suffering and death which humanity can inflict;  

and by doing so would reveal the power of God’s love over evil and death.  

What very perceptive  insights these exceptionally wise men possessed. 

We too can sense and bow down before the Kingship of God and Jesus when we marvel at 

the wonders of the universe The Lord created.   

Our minds can be blown away when we become aware of the vastness of the galaxies and 

the blessings of our incomparably tiny earth which sustains so many amazing types of life 

from the smallest atoms to fully conscious human beings. 

 



We get a sense of Jesus’ prayerful connection with God when we read in the Gospels how 

He regularly went to quiet places for prayer with The Father; and also when He looked up to 

heaven before he fed thousands with five loaves and two fish and, and again when with 

miraculous love, He transformed the lives of sick, disabled and downtrodden people. 

We are humbled when we understand how the wise men’s gift of myrrh was so symbolic.  

For in Jesus, we see how the Light and Love of God shone through Him when He faced 

threatening opposition. We see this most powerfully when He underwent the worst suffering 

and method of execution,   

and, as He was dying, He gave Himself into The Father’s loving care, with these words:  

“Into your hands I commit my spirit”. 

So, these three gifts of the wise men sum up how the nature of God was to be revealed so 

perfectly in the life of the baby Jesus whom they came to worship. 

As we reflect on these three gifts, here’s a question for our faith on which to contemplate 

now and in the days ahead 

Imagine we are drawn by the light of God into the presence of Jesus and we could bring Him 

any three gifts to express with humility and gratitude what He means to us.  

What would we want to give Him and why?  

So, now and in the coming days, decide what three gifts you would give to Jesus and 

especially what is your reason for choosing each one. 

(One minute silence) 

Finally, let’s commit ourselves to follow the star to worship Jesus with our gifts as we pray 

these words from the Epiphany hymn,  

“As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold”: 

 

As they offered gifts most rare 

At Thy cradle rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring 

Christ to Thee, our Heavenly King. Amen  

 

(William C. Dix 18371898)   


