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Dear Friends
I didn’t know what to write for my editorial this time
as nothing has happened as we are all back in
lockdown and I am shielding again. However,
something strange occurred when I got out of bed
one morning.
The sky was the most beautiful red – shepherd’s
warning was my first thought. I went into the
kitchen and pulled up the blind and the buildings I
could see, which are along Christchurch Road, were
bathed in this glorious red. Just to the side of them is
a tree with what I thought was a red cloud behind it.
However, the more I looked, the clearer it became
that the tree was glowing red and gold. It made me
wonder if this was similar to the magnificent and
wondrous sight that Moses saw with the burning
bush. Food for thought!
With best wishes

Sylvia
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Email: sylviaandmike13@outlook.com

2

PS: Handwritten articles should be left in the Parish office.

A Good Lent

Of all the seasons of the Christian year, probably none is as misrepresented
and misunderstood as Lent – a time that is typically associated solely with
sacrifice and self-denial – in other words, a stern and forbidding injunction
to go without. That, of course, can have a valid place in Lenten observance,
but it is by no means the sum total or even the focus of what Lent actually
means, for, at its heart, this season is simply about consecrating time to God,
setting aside a few weeks and seeking to make them special in terms of our
relationship with him.
We do so, not as an end in itself, but with a view to committing all of life to
God, such that each moment of every day is touched by the Lord’s presence.
Through reflecting on how Jesus consecrated his life to the Father, both
through his forty days and nights in the wilderness, and through his life and
death beyond, let us seek his help to commit ourselves in turn to loving
discipleship.
During Lent, we are reminded that, again and again, suffering and
brokenness can easily find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up
again. Again and again, the story of humanity’s brokenness repeats – every
time lives are taken unjustly, every time the powerful choose corruption and
violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we
exclaim, “Again?! How long O God?” And yet, in the midst of the motion
blur frenzy, God offers a sacred refrain: “I choose you, I love you, I will lead
you to repair.” Again and again, God breaks the cycle and offers us a new
way forward.
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Revd Mike Trotman
Rector
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So once again we approach the season of Lent – a season that calls us to
pause and ponder, to examine ourselves, to reflect upon our call to
discipleship and the nature of our faith. Through our Lenten worship,
spiritual readings, sermon reflections, hymns and prayers, may we deepen
our understanding of what it means to be a follower of Christ. And may God
be with us all, and bless us as we continue on our pilgrimage of faith.

Thoughtful Spot – 2nd Sunday Before Lent
Proverbs 8 vv.1 & 22-31: Most scholars agree that the one who is speaking
in this passage is the “divine wisdom of God”, the Creator. This wisdom
existed long before God created everything above, below and on the earth;
and was instrumental in all that was brought into being.
Colossians 1 vv.15-20: St Paul declares that Jesus is the perfect image of
God and was with God before all things were created. St Paul affirms that
all things were created through Jesus and God was pleased that, through the
self-sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross, all things in heaven and on earth
were reconciled to Him. Therefore, the person of Jesus is more important
than anything else in creation.
St John 1 vv.1-14: St John echoes Proverbs and St Paul, saying Jesus was
with God as creator of all things from the beginning of time. He became
God’s Word in human form to reflect the light of God to all people. John the
Baptist prepared the people for God’s Word to come among them through
Jesus. He says people who welcomed Jesus as a blessing from God became
children of God, being reborn through the will of God.
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The passage from the Book of Proverbs says the Divine Wisdom of God
existed long before the earth was created with anything on it or around it. In
fact, it says God’s Wisdom was instrumental in the very creation of all things.
St John says God’s divine visionary “Word” spoke through the prophets to
all generations. He says it has now come to earth in human form and in Jesus
we see clearly the Light of God living among us in a person just like us. St
Paul echoes The Book of Proverbs and St John by declaring Jesus to be the
perfect image of God, who was involved in the creation of all things. St Paul
praises especially Jesus’ self-sacrificial death on the cross, which shows us
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This second Sunday before Lent is also known as “Creation Sunday” for
obvious reasons when we read all three Bible readings set for today. What a
wonderful vision they give us of God’s divine visionary “Word” at work
before, during and after the Creation of all things and which we see most
clearly in the incarnation of Jesus living among us.

just how far divine love will go to overcome evil and death so that all people
can be brought back into perfect union with God.
It was this perfect union that God intended when all things were created. So,
how can we make sense of this profound and almost incomprehensible vision
of creation which is presented to us in (this morning’s) these readings?
With your mind’s eye, see the earth floating in space, made up of land and
sea. See, also, the wonders of life on the earth, with marine, plant and all
animal life, including humans, living in perfect harmony and fulfilling God’s
intention for them all to be a perfect reflection of His Divine Wisdom. This
is what Isaiah understood when he spoke of God declaring: “The wolf shall
live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together and the lion shall eat
straw lie the ox. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for
the earth will be full of the knowledge of The Lord as the waters cover the
sea.” (Isaiah 11 vv. 6, 7 & 9)
However, this vision that God intended for life on earth would be realised
only if every creature, both animal and human, was free to choose between
living by the perfect ways of God’s love, as in Isaiah’s vision, or by selfinterest, lust for power and individual sensory gratification. Of course, that
meant in every creature there had to be the possibility that self-interest, lust
for power and sensory gratification could destroy that vision of perfection.
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Now, since Jesus came to earth, we have the perfect role model to inspire us
to want to make our way back to God. We can be like the “prodigal” son in
Jesus’ parable and repent when we realise we’ve lost our way by giving into
self-centred temptations but more important than this, as the Father’s love in
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We see this happening in the archetypal story of Adam and Eve who let evil
into their life by choosing to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, after God had told them clearly not to eat it, if the perfection of the
Garden of Eden was to be maintained. Ever since then, God’s Word came
to people in the form of prophets to guide them back into God’s ways of
perfection; but time and time again, we humans ignored them, refused to
change and would not live by God’s intended ways.

Jesus’ parable shows us and as St Paul affirms, is the wonderful gift of God’s
forgiveness, which is always waiting for us when we do repent and want to
return to Him.
Jesus revealed this profound gift of God’s forgiveness through His death on
the cross and His resurrection. Jesus’ death and resurrection showed us that
God’s powerful love and goodness are stronger than and will ultimately
overcome, the worst evil. We are blessed that Divine forgiveness is always
there with love to draw us back into perfect union with God.
Take time now to reflect on these divine and profound blessings we hear in
these Bible passages. Now and in the weeks ahead, as you reflect on these
readings, focus your prayers in these three ways:
1. Worship with wonder God’s incomprehensible Wisdom and Word
in creating the earth and all life on it.
2. Meditate, from what you know about Jesus, on what kinds of life
you think His Spirit most loved to create.
3. Give thanks that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, you are
blessed with forgiveness when you repent, and are welcomed back
into union with God, our Father.
(Time for reflection)
Finally, affirm these blessings of your faith with these words from the end of
today’s Gospel:
“The Word became flesh and lived among us and we have seen His glory,
the glory of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” (St John 1 v.14)
Amen.
Michael Beesley
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I work in a paper factory.
My responsibilities are twofold.
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Can February March? No but April May!

Dorset Historic Churches
St Martin’s, Bryanston

Listed

in 1268 as both
Blaneford Brian and also
Brianston, this name comes
from the Old English for
“Brian’s farmstead”. In the
C13th, the name was recorded
as being held by Brian de Lisle,
a Baron at the court of King
John. After this, the land was
owned by the Rogers family
until it was purchased by Sir William Portman, who took part in crushing
Monmouth’s rebellion in 1685.
The family built a large house on their land and lived there until 1888 when
Lord Portman died and his son, then living in Durweston, did not want to
move into the family home. Instead, he had a new house designed by
Norman Shaw and built on the estate. It was completed in 1894 and now
forms part of Bryanston School. The school was established in 1928 when
death duties made it impossible for the Portman family to keep the estate. It
was bought by a young schoolmaster from Australia named J G Jeffreys.
With the help of the 9th Earl of Shaftesbury, he paid £35,000 for Bryanston
House and its 450 acres.
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Today, the church has its altar in the centre of the congregation creating a
unique atmosphere shared by staff, parents, pupils and friends. The church

7

When the new house was completed in 1894 the old house was demolished
and St Martin’s Church was built using the old stones. This was a small
edifice of stone consisting of chancel, nave and western bell turret designed
by E P Warren, a notable ecclesiastical architect. This was, for some time,
the parish church of Bryanston until in 1978, Salisbury Diocese decided that
it should be made redundant. The school then bought the building on the
basis that they would use it for worship and concerts. This arrangement still
exists.

building reminds the community of the importance of spiritual continuity.
Memorials recall the war dead of the village and the service of Arthur George
Courtney, who was for 41 years the verger of the church. The organ bears
witness to the work of Peter Latimer who, for 30 years, was the Director of
Music. In the windows, inscriptions to the Portman family are recalled.
Jane Winter

Life Before the Computer
A memory was something that you lost with age.
An application was for employment.
A programme was a TV show.
A cursor used profanity.
A keyboard was a piano.
A web was a spider’s home.
A virus was the ‘flu.
A hard drive was a long trip on the road.
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A mouse pad was where a mouse lived.

Brownsea Islanders and St Peter’s
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On 5 November 1881, Kate or Catherine Norris married William James
Singleton in St Mary’s, the service was taken by Rev Bennett. The
Honourable George Cavendish-Bentinck owned Brownsea Island from 1873
until his death in 1891, he is buried with his wife Prudence Penelope under
the Italian wellhead in St Mary’s Churchyard. Cavendish-Bentinck was
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ended my last article, hopefully 2021 will be a more normal season but
nothing is easy being an Island Parish. I write this at the beginning of
January, with BCP in Tier 4 but Brownsea Island is in Tier 3 as the island is
part of Purbeck. I had hoped as a National Trust volunteer to be able to visit
the island and St Mary’s when the island is closed to the public but these
visits are no longer possible. Although it is in Poole Harbour, Brownsea
Island with ‘Branksea St Mary’ has only been in St Peter’s Parish since 1929,
before then it was part of Studland Parish. The name Brownsea, or Branksea,
has had many spellings over the centuries, Bruno’s Isle, Bronksey, Brunksey
and Brownecksey. The island may have been given its name as at the time
of the Norman Conquest, Bruno was the Lord of the Manor of Studland
although there is no mention of Studland or Branksea in the Domesday Book.
Now the island has only about 25 people living there all year. In August
1881, the resident clergyman Revd Theophilus Bennett, Vicar of St Mary’s
from about April 1880 until December 1881, counted his flock, his own
census gave 269 Brownsea Island residents. He was living in the Villano
(now the National Trust Café and Coffee Shop) with his wife and one
servant. His book, ‘A Sketch of Brownsea Island’ gives a typical Victorian
description of Brownsea and its Church. The official 1881 census April
3rd/4th gives the population as 241. Theophilus must have moved after that
census as in April 1881 census he was living at 4 Belvidere Crescent,
Bournemouth Road, Parkstone, Poole.

friends with Revd Canon Ernest Edward Dugmore MA, Vicar of St Peter’s
1872-1910. Revd Dugmore took some services in St Mary’s and Cavendish
Bentinck also worshipped at St Peter’s.
I have continued tracing the islanders after they left the island and have now
found 170 alive in 1939 with many of them still living in the Poole area.
Some stayed in the area because of the Potteries as Brownsea’s Pottery
closed in 1887, some as Coastguards when Brownsea lost the Coastguards
in 1870s. Some ex-islanders possibly stayed in the Poole area as they had
relations here. When I am tracing ex-islanders I find entries for them in St
Peter’s and adjoining parishes. St Peter’s has many links with Brownsea
long before St Mary’s was part of the parish. Due to Covid-19 Ancestry.com
is now free until March which is useful for my research. I will continue
tracing ex-islanders and researching my own family as my father was born
on Bournemouth Road about 200 yards from where I live.
The island opening season will be shorter in 2021, opening on March 20 and
closing on Sunday October 31. Let’s hope that we can celebrate Easter in St
Mary’s this year.
Janet Mellors
Branksea St Mary

Milk is the fastest liquid on Earth. It’s pasteurised before you
even see it!

Page

How much did the pirate pay for his peg and hook?
An arm and a leg.
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My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. He was pulled in by a
strong currant.

1 2 3 Plumbing & Heating
Endorsed by Trading Standards

Tel: 07717 666354
Plumbing and Heating Installations Bathroom Installations

Local family business, lived in the area since 1984
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Power Flushing Limescale Solutions No job too small
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Kitchen Installations Maintenance & Repairs

MEWS FUNERAL DIRECTORS
3 Bournemouth Road
Parkstone
Poole BH14 0EF
Telephone: 01202 741169

YEATMANS FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Part of Dignity plc (a British Company)
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Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants
Serving The Community
For Over 100 Years
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24 Albert Road
Parkstone
Poole BH12 2BZ
Telephone: 01202 741340

We Are With You Every Step
Of the Way

 Wills and Estates
 Family Matters
 Personal Injury Claims
 Moving Home
 Employment Issues
Offices in Poole,
Bournemouth, Broadstone,
Christchurch and Wimborne
Car Parking and Home Visits
Call
Roger Leedham

01202 673011

www.coles-miller.co.uk

Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and
Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering
Stonework
Cob Walls
Brickwork
Lime Wash paints

Telephone:
Mr Gary Broom on
077760 32289 or
01823 283212
Listed Heritage Member

FOR HIRE
St Peter’s Centre

LAWTON’S NEWS

10 Chapel Road, Parkstone

Friendly, family owned business
which specialises in home deliveries
Good selection of magazines and
stationery
greetings cards
chocolates

Available for Weddings,
Christenings and Parties
Functions of all kinds.
For further information, please contact
The Centre Manager: 01202 734340
email: terrysaunders@ntlworld.com

250 ASHLEY ROAD
UPPER PARKSTONE
Tel: 01202 741726
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Coles Miller Solicitors LLP

G B Building &
Maintenance
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Need a Solicitor?

F. P. Whiffen Opticians
F.A.D.O., S.M.C. (disp), B.O.A. (disp)
2 Bournemouth Road, Lower Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH14 0ES

Spectacles

of

Contact Lenses

Optician

Special Offer
Free prescription sunglasses with every pair of spectacles

Buy 1 Get 1 Free
Also comprehensive eye examinations
For an appointment or details
Tel: 01202 716661 or 01202 771144
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Stamps: licki stickie
Defibrillators: hearty starty
Bumble Bees: fuzzy buzzy
Pregnancy Test: maybe baby
Fork: stabby grabby
Socks: feetie heatie
Hippo: floatie boatie
Nightmare: screamy dreamy
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If the person who named Walkie Talkies named everything ….

