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Dear Friends
This month, 27th March, is the first night of Pesach (Passover).
For the second year, due to the pandemic, there won’t be a
communal Seder (service and meal) being held on the second
night. Trying to hold a Seder on one’s own is not very practical.
No doubt, my Rabbi will organise a service on Zoom but the loss
of the community coming together will be very much missed for
the second year.
I also miss the Services held in the Synagogue. Kabbalat Shabbat
Services (Friday evenings) on Zoom, although helps, it’s not quite
the same but the number of people joining the Service is a great
deal more than would appear in person – many come from as far
as Southampton and Salisbury.
Being a Service Leader, I also miss not being able to read from
Torah (the Holy Scroll). I can’t actually put into words how I feel
when I do that, I cannot even attempt to do so.
I hope that when you read this, the majority (if not all of you)
will have had your first vaccination, which will eventually lead
to us all being able to find some sense of normality in our daily
lives.
Wishing you all a very happy Easter.
With best wishes
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PS: Handwritten articles should be left in the Parish office.
Email: sylviaandmike13@outlook.com
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Sylvia

Easter Hope
I have to say that my favourite season has to be Easter – mainly
because it is often recognised as a time of hope. Winter is pretty much
left behind (despite a snowy Easter Day several years ago), the days
are getting longer, flowers are starting to bloom and new life can be
seen all around us.
The transformation from winter to spring is beautiful and I love
watching as the world gets greener and episodes on Countryfile are
focused on the lambing season. Spring is also the season in which the
most important Christian festival falls. Of course, Easter is a great
church event but it is also a very personal celebration for me.
It’s about realising and celebrating what Jesus did for me and for
everyone around me. Even though it comes around yearly, every year
I find that I understand the meaning a little deeper as I am able to look
at it from different angles.
The Easter story itself isn’t too hard to understand, though the meaning
beneath can sometimes appear overwhelming. Christians believe that
Jesus died to pay the penalty of death that we deserve for our sin and
was buried. He then rose again with a glorified body, gaining victory
over death and the grave.
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So, Easter starts properly for me on Good Friday. Then the Easter
vigil on Saturday evening is also very special, as the service is
beautiful and also very exciting to be a part of, especially the Easter
fire outside the doors of the church.
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When we put our faith in Jesus, we have his companionship and
guidance throughout this life and the promise of being with him in
heaven after we die. Without this belief, it’s hard to imagine what my
life would be like.

Easter Day is also great. I don’t deny that I love munching on a few
scrummy Easter eggs but I love going to church on Easter morning
too. Like at Christmas, the secular and sacred aspects of the festival
blend well and most people celebrate Easter in one sense or another,
even if it doesn’t involve going to church.
I like the fact that everyone is reminded of the Easter events, even if it
is only through chocolate eggs. The underlying meaning of the festival
is never lost for me and it doesn’t do people any harm to be reminded
of what happened on the Easter weekend 2,000 years ago.
Heidi Trotman
(Rector’s Wife!)

Notice Seen in a Shop Window
(not in this country)

Sorry no Milkshakes
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At the moment we apologists for the unconvinced machine
down for maintains

Thoughtful Spot – Lent 3
Exodus 20 vv.1-17: Moses gathers the people of Israel at the foot of
the holy mountain Sinai. There, God announces the Ten
Commandments by which they should worship and honour only The
One True God who delivered them from slavery in Egypt; and how
from that moment they should live in harmony with one another.
1 Corinthians 1 vv.18-25: St Paul tells the Christians in Corinth that
God’s values are way beyond the legalistic demands of the Jews and
the cerebral wisdom of the Greeks. To them, the gift of Christ crucified
is a nonsense; but for true believers, both Jews and Greeks, this act of
God in Jesus is wiser and stronger than anything human brains can
devise.
St John 2 13-22: St John tells us how Jesus went into the temple in
Jerusalem and was horrified to see how the Jewish leaders had
allowed it to become a trading centre for animals and pigeons for
religious sacrifice. He drives out the traders and says they have turned
God’s temple into a market place. He goes on to predict the religious
leaders will destroy his body, God’s living temple on earth; but He
will rise again.
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During Lent, we are challenged to take a hard look at ourselves and
see if this criticism applies to us. We are often tempted to think we
deserve God’s approval if we take pride in keeping every word of the
Ten Commandments. Yes, I have gone through all the motions of
worshipping God, going to church on Sundays, honouring my parents,
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These readings are critical of people who think obeying the letter of
the law and following the wisdom of rational thinking are the best
ways to be a good person. They think it’s weak or foolish to live by
God’s ways of love and look like a doormat for others by giving
themselves selflessly, regardless of the cost.

not doing any thieving or murdering and not coveting my neighbours’
possessions. Therefore, I must be a good person.
However, God’s Ten Commandments for the people of Israel were not
intended to be a tick-box set of legalistic rules, as many have seen
them. No, they were meant to inspire the mindset of people of faith to
revere God in everything they think and say and do and to care for
others in the best possible way as members of God’s people.
Think, for example, of the Commandments about the Sabbath. It looks
like they’re just setting rules about what people should and should not
do on that day of the week. But, look deeper; they’re really about
setting a frame of mind in which the Sabbath is the day of the week
when worshipping the wonder of God is the primary focus of all
activities on that day.
In his first Letter to the Christians in Corinth, St Paul follows a similar
line of thought. He rejects the rule-keeping, legalistic attitude of the
Jews towards their faith and the intellectual claims of the Greeks to
possess ultimate wisdom.
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In the Gospel reading from St John for the 3rd Sunday in Lent, we see
how disturbed and angry Jesus was when He went into the temple in
Jerusalem and saw how the religious leaders had failed in their calling
and responsibility to ensure it was a sacred place of prayer.
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Paul argues that for the Jews and the Greeks the very idea of Christ
being crucified to save the world from evil is utter foolishness; but he
says for those with true faith in God, the crucifixion is evidence of
God’s greater wisdom in showing it’s only by divine self-sacrificial
love that humanity can be delivered from the forces of evil. Paul
concludes this argument by saying that God’s apparent foolish wisdom
and weakness are wiser and stronger than any human wisdom and
intellectual strength.

They had allowed the religious rules about animal sacrifice to turn it
into a money-making market for traders to sell their sheep, cattle and
doves. He drove out these traders and overturned their money tables,
telling them to stop making His Father’s house a market place. When
the authorities challenged Jesus, He said He realised His way of living
only by God’s ways of truth and love would lead to their destroying
His body, “the temple of God’s Spirit”. They could not tolerate His
challenging their limited understanding of the purpose of God’s laws.
But, He declared God wouldn’t let it end there; for “in three days”, He
would be raised to new life.
There’s a familiar expression that praises people who go “above and
beyond the call of duty” when they could have said, “I’ve done all
that’s expected of my job description or the rules of my religion”.
We’ve all heard during the Coronavirus pandemic about nurses
working in hospital Intensive Care Units. Some have had to stop work
because they’ve caught the Corona virus or they’ve had to be isolated
after contact with someone who’s proved positive; and some have
even died because of the virus.
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Here’s a challenging analogy from the word of football. Yes, it’s
important to know and keep the rules about corners, goal kicks, throwins and penalties and even the complex offside rule. There are some
players, however, like the religious leaders and traders in the
Jerusalem temple, who know the rules; but twist them to gain
advantage for themselves, for example, by falling in the penalty area
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Their colleagues have willingly stepped up to care for the patients of
these absent nurses. In some cases, they’ve had to care for as many as
six intensive care patients when usually it’s a one-to-one
responsibility. They are giving themselves willingly and selflessly to
care for these patients and are going clearly “above and beyond their
call of duty”. This is what Jesus wants all of us to do as members of
Hs body, the church.

to make it look as if they’ve been fouled to win a penalty goal. But,
the best players, while respecting all the rules, just want the game to
flow well, so their skills can be shared for the benefit of all in their
team. Often, they unselfishly set up another player to score a goal to
get the best result for every member of their team.
So, here’s the faith question for us on this third Sunday in Lent: Do we
think we’re a good Christian because we can tick-box the rules of our
religion and tell ourselves how good we are or are we committed only
to follow the loving way of Jesus by giving our care and skills
faithfully and selflessly whatever it costs us?
In a minute of silence, reflect on your Lent responses to this question:
Am I a religious rule-keeper, telling myself how good I am or am I
committed only, despite my weaknesses, to serve Jesus and others in
the best ways I can, whatever it costs me?
(Time for silent reflection)
Finally, ask God to fill you with the strength and blessings of His Spirit
as you pray these words:
“Breathe on me breath of God;
fill me with life anew;
that I may love what Thou dost love
and do what Thou would’st do”.
Amen.
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Did you know that the shovel was a
ground-breaking invention?
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Michael Beesley

Dorset Historic Churches
Whitcombe Church: The Church with No Name
Whitcombe Church is now
redundant and since 1971, has
been in the care of The Churches
Conservation Trust. Its name has
been lost in the mists of time, or
maybe it never had one, as
originally the church here in
“Widecombe” in 966 AD was
just part of the endowment that King Athelstone made to Milton
Abbey. This meant that the church was served by one of the monks.
The church is built of squared Portland rubble with dressings of
Portland ashlar and some Ham Hill stone. The roofs are covered with
tiles and stone slates.
The nave was built in the C12th, probably incorporating some preConquest masonry at the west end but it was partly replaced in the
C15th when the chancel with steps up to a rood loft were added, as
well as the south porch. The tower was added in the C16th.
At the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the church passed to ownership
of the king until, in1600, it was sold to a Mr Hull from Tolpuddle.
Inside the church is a Purbeck marble font, dating from 1300 and the
remains of wall paintings from the same era, showing clearly an image
of St Christopher and one of a mermaid combing her hair.
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Jane Winter
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The poet, William Barnes, was rector of nearby Winterbourne Came
but it was at Whitcombe that he preached his first and his last sermons.

Since losing Tony, a very devoted husband and a great father to our
three children and grandad and great-grandad, I have tried to carry on
my life as I know he would have wanted, made more difficult by the
restrictions on us.
However, each day, unless raining, I walk along Lyndsay Road
through Tesco’s car park, along the main road to St Aldhelm's Road
and down to St Aldhelm's Church, which is open until 4.00 pm daily.
I go in, collect a paper they ask you to put on the seat you have sat on
so they know the chairs to clean and I sit there in private thoughts and
prayer. Once a week I light a candle down the front of the Church,
leaving money in the box to pay for the candle as requested. I then
walk home and make a cup of tea and read the daily newspaper before
putting on television for the 5.00 o’clock news. I mark in the
newspaper which programmes I would like to watch – hoping I do not
fall asleep! Paul and Kay, who live in India and are also on lockdown,
ring and we chat on Facetime where we can actually see each other.
Michael is working hard. Terry keeps in touch from Australia with
family news and at present, he takes people on Ghost walks! Carol
and family now live in Broadstone and at present, are allowed in to
visit. I purchase main meals provided here to save them having to do
a lot of shopping for me; they do not want me going into shops at
present so this makes it much easier for us all. Carol works for
Citizens Advice and at present, both children are schooling from home
– one University work and one being assessed for GCSEs. Life goes
on!
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My cat just asked me that if he goes out on
Saturday night, would I like the radio left on!!
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Eileen Gatward
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St Mary’s Church leaflet states, ‘Although within a mile or so of its
near neighbour, Poole, Brownsea Island marks time, protected from
the rush of civilisation. St Mary’s, Branksea has changed very little
since its consecration in 1854. Visiting St Mary's church on Brownsea
Island is like going back in time. Built in Victorian times in the
Perpendicular style, it still has no water supply or heating, light comes
from candles and daylight, the pipe organ is pumped by hand and the
harmonium works by foot power like a treadle sewing machine. These
instruments came to St Mary’s in the 1980s. The pipe organ was built
in 1863 by Forster and Andrews, the harmonium dates from the 1890s.
Built by Colonel William Petrie Waugh at a cost of about £10,000, the
church was to serve the spiritual needs of the islanders. The 1851
census, just before Colonel Waugh came to the island, shows a
population of 109 with 21 of the men serving as Coastguardmen, living
in cottages on the quay. The Chief Officer lived in ‘The Villano’ now
used as a café by the National Trust. Colonel Waugh possibly received
a small grant from the government as he was providing a building to
provide the spiritual needs of these men. Colonel Waugh used
craftsmen for his church who had exhibited at the 1851 Crystal Palace
Great Exhibition. The East Window is the work of Edward Baillie and
George Meyer, it was restored in 1987 but look carefully at the bottom
left to see the makers’ names, rescued from the original window. The
plain window in the sanctuary once had pictures of the four
evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The large window in the
Family Pew once showed Jesus and the children, the text around this
window says ‘Suffer little children to come unto me’. The round
window above the van Raalte screen is a Quatrefoil, look carefully and
find 1854, the year of consecration. This window has also been
restored. The top lights in the nave windows show daffodils, an
industry not on the island until 1908. These windows were possibly
bomb damaged in World War Two. The Font is Purbeck marble with
a carved wooden oak top, the work of Mr Gwynne of London in 1854
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Brownsea’s Victorian Church

who also carved the pulpit. The poppy head pew ends may be his
work, the fleur de lys is the symbol of Mary and on the Scout
membership badge. Before the church was built, services were held
in the Sail Loft, above current National Trust reception, taken by
clergy from St Nicholas, Studland. St Mary’s was transferred to St
Peter’s, Parkstone only in 1929. The island had a place of worship
before St Mary’s. A hermit monk from Cerne Abbas, possibly as early
as 800 AD, ministered to shipwrecked sailors, with a small chapel
dedicated to St Andrew. When the island's farm cottages were
renovated in the 1970s evidence was found of Christian burials, bones
dating from 1,000 to 1,300 AD.
The church is an important part of the island, as it's a glimpse into how
life was in Victorian times. It is the church for the island's community
today of around 25 people. Services at St Mary's Church are held
every Sunday at 3.00 pm from Easter until September.
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Janet Mellors
Branksea St Mary

1 2 3 Plumbing & Heating
Endorsed by Trading Standards

Tel: 07717 666354
Plumbing and Heating Installations Bathroom Installations

Local family business, lived in the area since 1984
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Power Flushing Limescale Solutions No job too small
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Kitchen Installations Maintenance & Repairs

MEWS FUNERAL DIRECTORS
3 Bournemouth Road
Parkstone
Poole BH14 0EF
Telephone: 01202 741169

YEATMANS FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Part of Dignity plc (a British Company)
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Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants
Serving The Community
For Over 100 Years
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24 Albert Road
Parkstone
Poole BH12 2BZ
Telephone: 01202 741340

We Are With You Every Step
Of the Way

• Wills and Estates
• Family Matters
• Personal Injury Claims
• Moving Home
• Employment Issues
Offices in Poole,
Bournemouth, Broadstone,
Christchurch and Wimborne
Car Parking and Home Visits
Call
Roger Leedham

01202 673011

www.coles-miller.co.uk
FOR HIRE
St Peter’s Centre

10 Chapel Road, Parkstone

Available for Weddings,
Christenings and Parties
Functions of all kinds.

Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and
Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering
Stonework
Cob Walls
Brickwork
Lime Wash paints

Telephone:
Mr Gary Broom on
077760 32289 or
01823 283212
Listed Heritage Member
LAWTON’S NEWS
Friendly, family owned business
which specialises in home deliveries
Good selection of magazines and
stationery
greetings cards
chocolates

For further information, please contact
The Centre Manager: 01202 734340
email: terrysaunders@ntlworld.com

250 ASHLEY ROAD
UPPER PARKSTONE
Tel: 01202 741726
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Coles Miller Solicitors LLP

G B Building &
Maintenance
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Need a Solicitor?

F. P. Whiffen Opticians
F.A.D.O., S.M.C. (disp), B.O.A. (disp)
2 Bournemouth Road, Lower Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH14 0ES

of
Spectacles

Optician

Contact Lenses

Special Offer
Free prescription sunglasses with every pair of spectacles

Buy 1 Get 1 Free
Also comprehensive eye examinations
For an appointment or details
Tel: 01202 716661 or 01202 771144

9 Fun Facts
1) You can’t wash your eyes with soap.
2) You can’t count your hair.
3) You can’t breathe through you nose with your tongue out.
4) You just tried number 3.
6) When you did number 3, you realized it’s possible, only you
look like a dog.

9) You just checked to see if there is a number 5.
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8) You skipped number 5.
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7) You’re smiling right now because you were fooled.

