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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist as we continue to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord during Eastertide. This is a season of great joy: 
our liturgy is sprinkled liberally with Alleluias; the Paschal candle is placed 
prominently for all to see, and our vestments are white to emphasise the 
brightness of this time in our church calendar. 
 
For the duration of our time of worship, please continue to be cautious; 
maintaining hand hygiene and social distancing. We are mindful of all 
those who have died due, directly or indirectly, to the Covid-19 virus. We 
give thanks for the continued vaccination programme, and for all medical 
workers that seek to support the sick. 
 
You are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for you to make your offering as 
you leave St Peter’s Church. 
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on 
our website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 
 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand as the service begins with a hymn, sung by choir members. 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
And the precious corner-stone, 
Who, the two walls underlying, 
Bound in each, binds both in one, 
Holy Sion’s help for ever, 
And her confidence alone. 
 
All that dedicated city, 
Dearly loved by God on high, 
In exultant jubilation 
Pours perpetual melody, 
God the One, in Threefold glory, 
Singing everlastingly. 
 
To this temple, where we call thee, 
Come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
With thy wonted loving-kindness, 
Hear thy people as they pray; 
And thy fullest benediction 
Shed within its walls for ay. 
 
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
Gifts of grace by prayer to gain; 
Here to have and hold for ever, 
Those good things their prayers obtain, 
And hereafter, in thy glory, 
With thy blessèd ones to reign. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
Laud and honour to the Son, 
Laud and honour to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
One in love, and One in splendour, 
While unending ages run. Amen. 
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The Greeting 
 

In the name of God, the Creator,  
and of Jesus the Redeemer, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you  
All  and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
 
Please sit as the president welcomes everyone.  
 
 
 In the rising of the Easter dawn,  
All Christ is risen.  
 
 In the laughter of children at play during a ceasefire,  
All Christ is risen.  
 
 Where the hungry celebrate with feasting,  
All Christ is risen. 
 
 Where people find their voices and sing their songs,  
All Christ is risen. 
 
 When enemies give up violence and become friends,  
All Christ is risen. 

 
When love flourishes and grows into community,  

All Christ is risen.  
 
We welcome you our crucified and risen Christ,  

All Christ is risen. Alleluia.  
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
We are invited to confess our sins.  
 

In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God have mercy on you,  
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
 
Please stand as choir members sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – 
the Gloria.  
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then we pray the 
Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter. 
 

Let us pray that the good shepherd will lead us beside the still waters 
and will indeed restore our souls.  

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

All Amen. 
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Please sit for our readings. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:5-12). 
 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what 
power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be 
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
This Jesus is 

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become 
the cornerstone.” 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the First Letter of John (3:16-24). 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us – and we ought 
to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in 
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister* in 
need and yet refuses help?  
 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; 
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 
God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey 
his commandments and do what pleases him. 
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And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and 
he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir members sing our gradual hymn.  
  

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction, grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house for ever. 
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Please stand and face the reader as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 

All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away – and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 
be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.’  

(John 10:11-18). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia. 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word.  
 
 
Sermon – the Revd Pat Southgate, Associate Priest.  
 
 
Please stand as we declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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The Creed 
 
All Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
Afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Lord is our Shepherd; knowing his care for us, let us pray. 
 
To the words  The Lord is our Good Shepherd:  
Please respond there is nothing we shall lack. 
 
The prayers may end with: 

Merciful Father,  
All accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand as we share a sign of peace.  
 
The Peace 
 

Alleluia. Christ has been raised from the dead. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 
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Preparation of the Table 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the altar as choir members sing our 
offertory hymn. 
 

How shall I sing that Majesty 
Which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
Thy throne, O God most high; 
Ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
Thy praise; but who am I? 
 
Thy brightness unto them appears, 
Whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
A sound of God comes to my ears; 
But they behold thy face: 
They sing because thou art their Sun: 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
For where heaven is but once begun, 
There alleluyas be. 
 
Enlighten with faith’s light my heart, 
Inflame it with love’s fire; 
Then shall I sing and bear a part 
With that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
With all my fire and light; 
Yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 
 
How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
Which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
To sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
A sun without a sphere; 
Thy time is now and evermore, 
Thy place is everywhere. 



 12 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
The president offers this prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  

All Amen. 
 
Please stand as we give thanks and bless the bread and wine. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

 
The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of 
Saint Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  

 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

God of promise,  
you have prepared a banquet for us. 

All  Happy are those who are called 
to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

All Jesus, Lamb of God, 
 have mercy on us. 
  

Jesus, bearer of our sins,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world,  
 grant us peace.  
 
 
Giving of Communion 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Due to the current restrictions, communion will be given in one kind only. 
If you would like to receive a blessing please bring this service booklet 
with you. 
 
Please respect the distance of at least one metre from others as you 
come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. Please sanitise your 
hands before receiving. 
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Choir members sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

Praise the Lord! ye heavens, adore him; 
Praise him, angels, in the height; 
Sun and moon, rejoice before him, 
Praise him, all ye stars and light: 
Praise the Lord! for he has spoken, 
Worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 
Laws, which never shall be broken, 
For their guidance has he made. 

 
Praise the Lord! for he is glorious; 
Never shall his promise fail; 
God has made his saints victorious. 
Sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 
Hosts on high, his power proclaim; 
Heaven and earth, and all creation, 
Laud and magnify his name! 
 
Worship, honour, glory, blessing, 
Lord, we offer to thy name; 
Young and old, thy praise expressing, 
Join their Saviour to proclaim. 
As the saints in heaven adore thee, 
We would bow before thy throne; 
As thine angels serve before thee, 
So on earth thy will be done. 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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All Easter God,  
 you have met us in bread and wine 
 and surprised us with your joy.  
 Send us out into the world 
 dancing with delight 
 and with alleluias 
 ringing in our hearts,  
 to share your justice and your peace.  
 Amen. 

 
Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
 

SENDING 
 
Choir members sing our final hymn. 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 
Father-like he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows. 
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Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
Please stand before we are sent out with God’s blessing.  
 
The Blessing 
 

On our homes and on our families.  
All The blessing of God.  
 
 In our coming and our going.  
All The peace of God.  
 
 In our life and our believing.  
All The love of God.  
 
 At our end and new beginning.  
All The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.  
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

Voluntary – chorale improvisation on ‘Now Thank we all our God’ 
by a Sigfried KARG-ELERT (1877-1933). 
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