
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -   “Easter Day” 

Isaiah 25 vv.6-9: Isaiah declares God is making for all people a new beginning by removing the shroud that 
hangs darkly over humanity, even death itself. All sadness will be wiped away and any disgrace on His people 
will be removed. He says this will reassure them that the presence of God is coming among them to save 
them. For this they have longed, and for this they will now be glad and rejoice. 
Acts 10 vv.34-43: Peter tells the Roman centurion Cornelius, his family and friends about the amazing things 
God did through Jesus. How he was put to death by the authorities; but His resurrection was witnessed by 
Peter himself and His disciples, and they’ve been commissioned to share with everyone the Good News of 
God’s love and forgiveness.  
St John 20 vv.1-18: John tells us how Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb and found the entrance stone 
had been rolled away and the tomb was empty. She rushed back to tell Peter and John. They ran to the tomb 
and found it just as Mary had told them, and all that was left was the shroud which had been wrapped around 
his body. John realised this was just as Jesus had predicted, that He would be raised from death. Mary stays 
at the tomb. She encounters the risen Jesus who tells her to go back to His disciples and tell them He is 
going to be reunited with God, His Father. 
 

The Power of God’s Light and Love Removes the Shroud of Darkness and Death 
 

Today, we celebrate the miracle of God bringing Jesus out of death, and, just as Isaiah declared, lifting “the 

shroud that is cast over all peoples” and swallowing up “death for ever”.  

This is the miracle that lies at the heart of our faith, as revealed to us through the life-story, teaching, suffering 

and resurrection of Jesus. 

He was born to live on earth as a person just like us. He reflected perfectly the wonder of God through the 

way he lived, caring for all people, especially those in greatest need. He communicated the wonder of God 

through His life-style, His parables and direct statements about God’s love and expectations, and taught how 

we should respond to God’s will in all our thoughts, words and actions.  

Above all we see the love of God reflected most clearly, as Peter told Cornelius, in the way Jesus suffered 

and was put to death by the Jewish and Roman authorities. Then, in what Peter declares about Jesus being 

raised from death; and witnessed alive by Mary, John, Peter himself and the other disciples. 

As we look over His life, Jesus clearly had the “shroud of darkness cast over him” on many occasions, for 

example, when his friend Lazarus died and when Judas betrayed Him.  

But, Jesus’ faith in God, His Father, was always unflinching, as when He told His disciples He would killed 

and be raised from death (St Mark Chapter 9 vv..30-31); and, as He was dying, He said to God “Into your 

hands I commend my Spirit”. (St Luke Chapter 23 v.46). 

The shroud was very dark when Jesus faced the trickery and opposition of the Jewish and Roman authorities, 

and especially when He was arrested, put on trial, sentenced to death, crucified and put in the tomb, wrapped 

in what many now believe is “The Shroud of Turin”.  

This shroud can be seen in the cathedral of St John the Baptist in Turin. Scientific research suggests it bears 

the negative image of a crucified man in an authentic burial shroud with traces of pollen and dust which would 

have been found in the area of Jerusalem in the years when Jesus was crucified and buried. 

In the Gospel passage from St John, we read how totally confused and then amazed with awe and wonder 

were Mary, Peter and John were when the shroud of despair was lifted from them, for they saw the only thing 

left in Jesus’ tomb was the linen shroud which had been wrapped around His crucified body. 

Then, with this evidence and then personal encounters with the risen Jesus, they understood He had been 

raised from death and would be with them for ever. 



In the same way that Jesus, his disciples and friends were often overwhelmed by the shroud of despair, so 

have been many people in our generation during these dark days of the Coronavirus pandemic.  

In our own country more than 126.000 people have died from the deadly effects of the virus, many of them 

not being allowed to be with loved ones and friends as they died. 

We’ve seen the dark shroud of isolation and confinement cause mental and physical ill-health among children 

and adults of all ages. 

Nothing can easily take away the shroud of darkness and distress caused by this affliction. 

But, today, Easter Sunday, we are reminded of the wonderful Good News of Jesus’ resurrection…. that the 

light of God’s love will eternally and ultimately overcome the worst darkness, despair and death we may 

experience. 

Even now, there are signs of God’s light breaking through as we’ve seen the miracle of the production of the 

Coronavirus vaccines. Millions in this country and around the world are being protected against this deadly 

infection. 

We’re seeing God’s light and love reflected in the dedication of nurses, doctors, care home staff, key workers 

and good neighbours who give themselves so willingly to look after and lift the shroud of darkness from those 

it’s overwhelming. 

Also, at this time of the year, we see in creation God’s life-giving power bringing the new plant, animal and 

bird life of Spring-time out of the cold and dark of winter.  

This is like a heavenly reassurance in the life-cycle of creation that out of the dark and cold shroud of winter, 

God will always bring new light and life. . 

So, in the wonder of this Easter Day, let’s give thanks that, whatever shrouds cover us in this life, God has 

shown us through Jesus’ resurrection that darkness and death will never have ultimate dominion. 

In a time of silence, reflect on your answers to these questions:  

1.  What shrouds have darkened your life in the past or are darkening it now? 

2.  What reassurance does Easter give you that, in and beyond this life, God’s Love will lift all dark shrouds       

     from you? 

3.  What emerging signs of new life do you most enjoy at this Spring time of the year? 

                                                (Silent reflection) 

 

             Finally, in prayer, join the angels in their song of Easter joy… 

   Christ the Lord is risen again; Christ has broken every chain 

    Hark! The angels shout for joy, singing evermore on high, Alleluia! 

(Michael Weiss 1531) 

 


