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I want to invite you to imagine  

That He stands before us now, this Jesus, this man  
with whom we have journeyed  

Day by day  
Maybe night by night  

As we’ve prayed our way to the cross, this Lent   
  

I want you to imagine that He stands before us now, 
as we come to yet another stage of our journey together. 

 And he shows us another way that we must follow,   
If we are to go all the way to the cross  

with him  
 

I want you to imagine that He is kneeling before each one of us now  
with His outer robes removed 
and a towel around his waiste. 

And He looks so human, so vulnerable.  
He looks like you, he looks like me  
as he kneels before us like a slave,  

 
And maybe, we hear ourselves saying, 

Jesus, why,  
why are you kneeling at my feet  

Why the bowl, why the water  
Surely not my feet Jesus,  

you don’t need to do this to me.  
You’re the one I’ve waited for,   

 the one who’s come to save us…   



But surely not like this, not like a slave ……  
Jesus don’t do this  

don’t shatter my dream   
You bade me come to you  

To sit and eat with you  
And I have come …. 

But not like this  
Take this bowl from me……. 

 
And now you look so sad Jesus  

you look so full of sorrow and despair  
Is it because once again we your disciples  

have let you down….. ? 
Is it because time after time  

We have failed to understand  
That this is the way it has to be….?  

For this is your way,  
The way of the cross, is the way of humility 

The way of bowl and water 
The way of thorns and pierced flesh 

The way of serving others 
With sacrificial love  

Love that bears all things,  
Love that endures all things,  

Love that transforms all things…. 
this is the way we have to follow 
If we want to have a share in you 

We cannot share the bread and wine  
If we do not accept the bowl and water    

 
Don’t be disappointed Jesus  



Remember that we are but human….   
don’t be sad because we look for the easy way  

We know now there is no way out for us 
For us, there is only your way  

Your way is the only way  
The way that leads to all we ever really longed for or desired  

Is the way you are showing us now….. 
The way of love……. 

 
The way of the cross - is the way of love 

The way of love is the way of blood, sweat and tears   
So wash our feet Jesus  

Let your tears of compassion and mercy fall on our feet now 
And wash away the stubborn stains of our resistance  
The ingrained dirt of the many miles we’ve walked  

In the wrong direction…going the wrong way  
 

We turn back to you now Jesus  
For we know you are our way, our truth and our life….   

Your way of loving one another  
by serving one another   

Is the only way for us to go…… 
 

AMEN 
 


