
 Sermon for Good Shepherd Sunday 2021 

 

May I speak in the name of the Father 

and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen 

 

In our Gospel reading this morning 

Jesus says,  

‘I am the good shepherd, 

The good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.’ 

 

Today is Good shepherd Sunday and our Gospel reading is all about the  

relationship that God wants to have with us. 

Gospel means good news, 

and it certainly is our good news isn’t it, 

that more than anything God wants to be our good shepherd. 

Not a hired hand, not someone who is paid to look after us, 

the good shepherd is the one who does his job  

not for money, or for any kind of reward. 

The good shepherd does it for love,  

for no other reason than he loves us unconditionally,  

whether we deserve it or not, it doesn’t matter.  

Therefore if we go astray,  

or should I say, when we go astray,  

you wont hear Jesus say, most of my sheep are still here 

I can afford to lose one…..  

NO! You’ll never hear Jesus say that,  

because he can’t, he can’t lose any of us  

because he loves us all equally, 



like a good father or mother loves their child. 

They may have many children,  

but if they were to lose any one of them, 

the pain would be just as great. 

 as if they were to lose an only child  

God loves us that much  

Loves us so much that he did give his only child.   

Allowed him to die to show us how much he loves us.  

Jesus the word made flesh  

laid down his life for us  

and as John in his epistle reminds us  

We know love by this 

that he lay down his life for us  

and we ought to lay down our lives  

for one another. 

 

And so on this Good Shepherd Sunday  

what an example the good shepherd is  

for the world today about real love. 

What an example the good shepherd is for our world leaders,  

about real leadership, which is not motivated by the desire 

to be powerful or dominating or successful, 

not motivated by greed or the desire to gain more wealth for itself 

The good shepherd, is ‘the leader’ who can say, 

‘I know my own and my own know me” 

 

and it’s this last characteristic of the good shepherd 

which I believe is the biggest challenge for us 

who are called to be Christ’s body here in Parkstone today. 



Can we say that we know our flock and that they know us? 

For surely this is the heart of the matter. 

I believe what really matters, 

is not what hymns we sing or form of liturgy we use 

or what robes we wear. 

What really matters to people, is knowing that they matter, to us! 

To know that they are known, known by us, by name. 

To know that we notice when they are not here, 

to know that we do care when they are sick, 

to know that we share in their sadness 

and there has been so much sadness lately hasn’t there? 

So much sadness!!! 

and what is important for all of you to know 

is that like the good shepherd that Jesus was, 

here at St Peter’s we want to be that good shepherd for you! 

 we want to be here for you, in times of trouble, 

we want you to know that we will never abandon you 

when the wolf knocks on your door, 

we will stand alongside you and not run away, 

simply because we love you and we care about you 

and in knowing that you are known in this way 

we hope that, 

By this you will know love, the love of the Good shepherd , 

 

And I believe this is how we will build Christ’s church in this place, 

as we seek the way forward for our church. 

We must resist the temptation to be motivated by our desire to be successful, 



or popular by the world standards, 

for we don’t just want to fill these seats on a Sunday morning do we? 

We want to be able to say we really know those who sit in these seats 

and they really know us. 

Building our church, is about building relationships. 

Our relationship with God and our relationship with each other 

For we will only know love by this. 

 

And as John said in our 2nd reading this morning  

we do know love by this 

that the Son of God laid down his life for us  

and we ought to lay down our life for one another, 

but here comes the challenge! 

How does the love of God abide in anyone who has the world’s goods  

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? 

Today let us make sure that we never refuse to love those in need.  

But let’s not just love them with words, 

but in truth and action.   

For actions speak so much louder to the world  

than any words can ever do. 

And then the world will truly know that love abides in us  

if we show real love for one another. 

 

The word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God  

 

 

 

 

  



  

   

 

 

 

  


