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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S 

We continue through the Great Fifty Days of Eastertide that spans the 

period of joy from Easter Day to Pentecost. As we approach Ascension 

Day on the 13th May, we anticipate the Novena – or period of 9 days – 

between our Lord’s ascension and the feast of Pentecost. This is a time 

in which we are invited to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, and to offer our 

prayers to God on behalf of those who have yet to come to faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

As we worship, we ask for continued adherence to safety guidelines. 
Please maintain hand hygiene and social distancing and continue to  
wear a mask at all times in the church building. We are mindful of all 
those who have died due, directly or indirectly, to the Covid-19 virus. We 
give thanks for the continued vaccination programme, and for all medical 
workers that seek to support the sick. 

You are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for you to make your offering as 
you leave St Peter’s Church. 

It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on 
our website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 

- - - - - - - 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 

 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk
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THE GATHERING 

Please stand as the service begins with a hymn, sung by members of our 
choir: 

Love is his word, love is his way, 
feasting with all, fasting alone, 
living and dying, rising again, 
love only love, is his way. 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 
 

Love is his way, love is his mark, 
sharing his last Passover feast, 
Christ at the table, host to the twelve 
love, only love, is his mark. Refrain. 
 

Love is his mark, love is his sign, 
bread for our strength, wine for our joy, 
“This is my body, this is my blood.” 
Love, only love is his sign. Refrain. 
 

Love is his sign, love is his news, 
“Do this,” he said, “lest you forget 
all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.” 
Love, only love, is his name. Refrain. 
 

Love is his news, love is his name, 
we are his own, chosen and called, 
family, brethren, cousins and kin. 
Love, only love, is his name. Refrain. 
 

Love is his name, love is his law, 
hear his command, all who are his, 
“Love one another, I have loved you.” 
Love, only love, is his law. 
 

Love is his law, love is his word: 
love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
love of the Spirit, God ever one, 
love, only love, is his word. Refrain. 
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The Greeting 
 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 

 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you 

All And also with you 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered; and then kneel or 
remain seated as we are invited to confess our sins. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
 

For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

All    save us and help us. 
 

For behaving just as we wish, 
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

All    save us and help us. 
 

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

All    save us and help us. 
 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

All    save us and help us. 
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For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

All    save us and help us. 
 

 Silence is kept.  
 

May the God of love 
bring you back to himself, 
forgive you your sins, 
and assure you of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

We stand as choir members sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the 
Gloria: 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

 Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   
receive our prayer.  
 

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
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The president introduces a period of silent prayer and then, together, 
we say the Collect – the church’s prayer, for the 5th Sunday of Easter: 
 

Let us pray that our lives may reflect Christ’s love: 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Gradual Hymn 
 
We sit to listen to the choir as they sing the following hymn: 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what thou dost love, 
And do what thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with thee I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with the fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with thee the perfect life 
Of thine eternity. 
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Please stand and face the reader as we welcome the Gospel. 

Gospel Reading 

The Gospel, John 15:1-8  
 Alleluia, alleluia.  
 I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
 I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.   
All  Alleluia!  
 
 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
All Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.’ 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you O Christ. 
 
We are invited to reflect on God’s word to us this day; please sit. 
 
Sermon – the Revd Mike Trotman, Rector 
 
Please stand as we profess our faith together: 
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The Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God.  
 
All We believe in God the Father, 
 from whom every family 
 in heaven and on earth is named. 
  
 We believe in God the Son,  
 who lives in our hearts through faith,  
 and fills us with his love. 
 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
 who strengthens us  
 with power from on high.  
  
 We believe in one God;  
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
In joy and in hope, let us pray to the Father: 
 
 We pray to the Father, 
All Hear our prayer    
 
The Intercessions may end as follows: 
 

Merciful Father 
All Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
The Peace 
 

We stand and the president introduces the peace: 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
'Peace be with you.' Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 
 

Bread and wine are placed on the altar as choir members sing our 
offertory hymn. 
 

We pray thee, heavenly Father, 
to hear us in thy love, 
and pour upon thy children 
the unction from above; 
that so in love abiding, 
from all defilement free, 
we may in pureness offer 
our Eucharist to thee. 
 
All that we have to offer, 
For it is all thine own, 
All gifts, by thine appointment, 
In bread and cup are shown; 
One thing alone we bring not, 
The wilfulness of sin, 
And all we bring is nothing 
Save that which is within. 
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Within the pure oblation, 
Beneath the outward sign, 
By that his operation, – 
The Holy Ghost divine, – 
Lies hid the sacred body, 
Lies hid the precious blood, 
Once slain, now ever glorious, 
Of Christ our Lord and God. 
 

Wherefore, though all unworthy 
To offer sacrifice, 
We pray that this our duty 
Be pleasing in thine eyes; 
For praise, and thanks and worship, 
For mercy and for aid, 
The Catholic oblation 
Of Jesus Christ is made. 
 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
The president offers this prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
 Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
All Amen. 
 
Please stand as we give thanks and bless the bread and wine 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (H) 
 

The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 

All    You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 

All    He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

All    Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

All    Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

All    As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
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All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit or kneel for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we 
pray: 
 

All    Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
The President breaks the consecrated bread saying: 
 
 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion.  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord I am not worthy to receive you  
but only say the word and I shall be healed 

 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Due to the current restrictions, communion will be given in one kind 
only. If you would like to receive a blessing please bring this service 
booklet with you. 
 
Please respect the distance of two metres from others as you come 
forward, and form one line in the central aisle. Please sanitise your 
hands before receiving. 
 
Choir members sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

Love's redeeming work is done; 
Fought the fight, the battle won: 
Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o’er! 
Lo, he sets in blood no more. 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
Death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened Paradise. 
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Lives again our glorious King; 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
Where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Following our exalted Head; 
Made like him, like him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
Thee we greet triumphant now; 
Hail, the Resurrection thou! 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
After Communion we keep silence for a short while; then the president 
says this prayer: 
 
 Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
 life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share 
 his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
 
All    Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
 

SENDING 

 

Choir members sing our final hymn 
 

To God be the glory! 
great things he has done; 
so loved he the world  
that he gave us his Son; 
who yielded his life  
an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate  
that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 
let the earth hear his voice; 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 
let the people rejoice: 
O come to the Father, 
through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory; 
great things he hath done. 
 

O perfect redemption,  
the purchase of blood! 
to ev’ry believer  
the promise of God; 
the vilest offender  
who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus  
a pardon receives. Refrain. 
 
Great things he has taught us,  
great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing 
through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher,  
and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture,  
when Jesus we see. Refrain. 
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Please stand to receive God’s blessing. 
 
The Blessing 
 

May the Father from whom every family in earth and heaven 
receives its name strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,  
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.  
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
The Ministers and people depart. 
 
Organ voluntary: Hymne d'Actions de grâces ("Te Deum") by Jean 
LANGLAIS (1907-1991) 
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For you to colour in……..

 


