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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist as we continue to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord during Eastertide. As we approach Ascension 
Day on the 13th May, we anticipate the Novena (period of 9 days) 
between our Lord’s ascension and the feast of Pentecost. This is a time 
in which we are invited to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, and to offer our 
prayers to God on behalf of those who have yet to come to faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
As we worship, we ask for continued adherence to safety guidelines. 
Please maintain hand hygiene and social distancing and continue to wear 
a mask at all times in the church building. We are mindful of all those who 
have died due, directly or indirectly, to the Covid-19 virus. We give thanks 
for the continued vaccination programme, and for all medical workers that 
seek to support the sick. 
 
You are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for you to make your offering as 
you leave St Peter’s Church. 
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on 
our website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand as the service begins with a hymn, sung by our choir. 
 

Through the night of doubt and sorrow 
Onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Singing songs of expectation, 
Marching to the Promised Land. 
 
Clear before us through the darkness 
Gleams and burns the guiding light; 
Brother clasps the hand of brother, 
Stepping fearless through the night. 
 
One the light of God’s own presence 
O’er his ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, 
Brightening all the path we tread; 
 
One the object of our journey, 
One the faith which never tires, 
One the earnest looking forward, 
One the hope our God inspires: 
 
One the strain that lips of thousands 
Lift as from the heart of one; 
One the conflict, one the peril, 
One the march in God begun; 
 
One the gladness of rejoicing 
On the far eternal shore, 
Where the One Almighty Father 
Reigns in love for evermore. 

 
The Greeting 
 

In the name of God, the Creator,  
and of Jesus the Redeemer, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
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Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered.  
 
 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death, 

we praise you for changed lives and new hopes at Easter. 
 
You come to Mary in the garden, 
and turn her tears into joy. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to the disciples in the upper room, 
and turn their fear into courage. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to the disciples by the lakeside, 
and turn their failure into faith. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to the disciples on the Emmaus road, 
and turn their despair into hope. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:  

All  we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to your people now, 
and turn our weakness into triumph. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
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We are invited to confess our sins. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 
All God of mercy, 

we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
We turn from the wrong that we have thought 
and said and done, 
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day 
in the light of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Please stand as the choir sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the 
Gloria.  
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then we pray the 
Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter. 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray to love one another as Jesus loves us.   
 
Silence is kept. 
 

God our redeemer, 
All you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us 
he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Please sit for our readings. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (10:44-48). 

 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the First Letter of John (5:1-6). 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 
that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 
one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The choir sing our gradual hymn.  
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Love Divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish, then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Please stand and face the reader as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  
All  Alleluia. 

He has defeated the powers of death.  
All  Alleluia. 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing.  
All  Alleluia.  

He has the words of eternal life.  
All  Alleluia. 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the eleven, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I 
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another.’ 
 

(John 15:9-17). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia. 
 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Sermon – the Revd Pat Southgate, Associate Priest.  
 
 
Please stand as we declare our faith in God. 
 
The Creed 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Knowing God’s love and affection for us, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Help us, Lord: 
All to love one another. 
 
The prayers end as follows: 

God of mercy,  
All you know us and love us 

and hear our prayer: 
 keep us in the eternal fellowship of 
 Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace.  
 
The Peace 
 

The two disciples told what had happened on the road to Emmaus, 
and how Jesus had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 
 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the altar as the choir sing our offertory 
hymn. 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 

I come with joy, a child of God, 
Forgiven, loved and free, 
The life of Jesus to recall, 
In love laid down for me. 
 
I come with Christians far and near 
To find, as all are fed, 
The new community of love 
In Christ’s communion bread. 
 
As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 
Each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
And strangers now are friends. 
 
The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
Unseen, but ever near, 
Is in such friendship better known, 
Alive among us here. 
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Together met, together bound 
By all that God has done, 
We’ll go with joy, to give the world 
The love that makes us one. 
 
 

The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Please stand as we give thanks and bless the bread and wine. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

 
The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Wondrous and merciful God, we thank and praise you 
because we did not choose you but you chose us.  
You destined us to become your friends 
from before the foundation of the world.  
You showed steadfast love and faithfulness  
to your covenant people 
and remembered your promises in every generation.  
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Greater love has no one than you,  
because in Christ you laid down your life  
and turned us from servants into friends,  
and by your Spirit you raise us up 
to be your beloved companions for ever.  
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels 
and all who with your risen and ascended Son 
sit at your right hand on high,  
singing the hymn of your unending praise. 

 
Sung Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of 
Saint Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
in the words our Saviour taught us. 
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All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

This is the true bread which comes from heaven. 
All  Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

 
Sung Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Due to the current restrictions, communion will be given in one kind only. 
If you would like to receive a blessing please bring this service booklet 
with you. 
 
Please respect the distance of at least one metre from others as you 
come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. Please sanitise your 
hands before receiving. 
 
 
The choir sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

Jesus, where’er thy people meet, 
There they behold thy mercy-seat; 
Where’er they seek thee, thou art found, 
And every place is hallowed ground. 
 
For thou, within no walls confined, 
Inhabitest the humble mind; 
Such ever bring thee where they come, 
And going, take thee to their home. 
 
Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few, 
Thy former mercies here renew; 
Here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
The sweetness of thy saving name. 
 
Here may we prove the power of prayer, 
To strengthen faith and sweeten care; 
To teach our faint desires to rise, 
And bring all heaven before our eyes. 
 
Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 
Nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 
O rend the heavens, come quickly down, 
And make a thousand hearts thine own! 
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Prayers after Communion 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
All Fill us, good Lord, with your Spirit of love; 

and as you have fed us with the one bread of heaven, 
so make us one in heart and mind, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.  
 

Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
 

SENDING 
 
The choir sing our final hymn. 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
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I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Please stand before we are sent out with God’s blessing.  
 
The Blessing 
 

May Christ, 
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
We are raised to new life with Christ. 
Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 
 

Voluntary – Tuba Tune in D Opus 15 by C.S. LANG (1891-1971). 
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