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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 

 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist. After the very first Ascension 
Day the disciples gathered with Mary, constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
Like them, our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own 
we can do nothing. Through the centuries Christians have gathered at 
that time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
picks up this tradition. Over the years more and more worshipping 
communities have dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost 
to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’. 
 

As we worship, we ask for continued adherence to safety guidelines. 
Please maintain hand hygiene and social distancing and continue to wear 
a mask at all times in the church building. We are mindful of all those who 
have died due, directly or indirectly, to the Covid-19 virus. We give thanks 
for the continued vaccination programme, and for all medical workers that 
seek to support the sick. 
 

You are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for you to make your offering as 
you leave St Peter’s Church. 
 

It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on 
our website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 

Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
Phone: 07525 662999 

 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 
material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546. 



 3 

THE GATHERING 

 
Please stand as the service begins with a hymn, sung by our choir. 
 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
And publish abroad his wonderful name: 
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol: 
His kingdom is glorious, and rules over all. 
 
God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 
And still he is nigh, his presence we have: 
The great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 
 
Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son: 
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 
Then let us adore, and give him his right: 
All glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
All honour and blessing, with angels above, 
And thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love. 

 
 
The Greeting 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered.  
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 As we wait in silence, 
All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

 
As we listen to your word, 

All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we worship you in majesty, 
All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your refreshing, 
All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your renewing, 
All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your equipping, 
All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

 
As we long for your empowering, 

All  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
We are invited to confess our sins. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
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You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Please stand as the choir sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the 
Gloria.  
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then we pray the 
Collect for the Sunday after Ascension Day. 
 
The Collect 
 

During these days between Ascension and Pentecost, let us pray 
‘Come Holy Spirit’.   

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 
All as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Please sit for our readings. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:15-17,21-26). 

 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the 
crowd numbered about one hundred and twenty people) and said, 
‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus – for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry.’ 
 
So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us – one 
of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they 
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart.  
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Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place 
in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 
to his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A reading from the First Letter of John (5:9-13). 
 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for 
this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those 
who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. 
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. 
 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The choir sing our gradual hymn. 

 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
Is crowned with glory now: 
A royal diadem adorns 
The mighty victor’s brow. 
 
The highest place that heaven affords 
Is his, is his by right, 
The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
And heaven’s eternal light; 
 
 



 8 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
The joy of all below, 
To whom he manifests his love, 
And grants his name to know. 
 
To them the cross, with all its shame. 
With all its grace is given: 
Their name an everlasting name, 
Their joy the joy of heaven. 
 
They suffer with their Lord below, 
They reign with him above, 
Their profit and their joy to know 
The mystery of his love. 
 
The cross he bore is life and health, 
Though shame and death to him; 
His people’s hope, his people’s wealth, 
Their everlasting theme. 
 
 

Please stand and face the reader as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, I have made your 
name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me.  
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I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While 
I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 
may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth.’ 

(John 17:6-19). 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia. 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
 
Sermon – the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest.  
 
 
Please stand as we declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

All maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

All God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 

All Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

All For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

All he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

All the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

All With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 

All We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

All We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Thy kingdom come: 
All thy will be done. 

 
Rejoicing that Jesus has ascended into the heavens, 
let us pray in confidence to the Lord. 
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The prayers end as follows: 
Lord of the Church, 

All hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 

 to serve you with joy for ever.  
 Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace.  
 
The Peace 
 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
Bread and wine are placed on the altar as the choir sing our offertory 
hymn. 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 

Jesus is King 
and I will extol Him, 
give Him the glory, 
and honour His name; 
He reigns on high, 
enthroned in the heavens –  
Word of the Father, 
exalted for us. 
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We have a hope 
that is steadfast and certain, 
gone through the curtain 
and touching the throne; 
we have a Priest 
who is there interceding, 
pouring His grace 
on our lives day by day. 
 
We come to Him, 
our Priest and Apostle, 
clothed in His glory 
and bearing His name, 
laying our lives 
with gladness before Him –  
filled with His Spirit 
we worship the King. 
 
‘O Holy One, 
our hearts do adore You; 
thrilled with Your goodness 
we give You our praise!’ 
Angels in light 
with worship surround Him, 
Jesus, our Saviour, 
for ever the same. 

 
 
The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Lord of all and source of our joy, 
receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Keep us in the love of Christ 
and bring us to the vision of his glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Please stand as we give thanks and bless the bread and wine. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For he is our great high priest 
who has entered once for all 
into the heavenly sanctuary, 
evermore to pour upon your Church 
the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 
He is the one who has gone before us, 
who calls us to be united in prayer 
as were his disciples in the upper room 
while they awaited his promised gift, 
the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost. 
Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing 
as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise: 

 
Sung Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

All Dying you destroyed our death, 
 rising you restored our life: 
 Lord Jesus, come in glory.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of 
Saint Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
in the words our Saviour taught us. 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life,  
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.  

All  Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
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Sung Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Due to the current restrictions, communion will be given in one kind only. 
If you would like to receive a blessing please bring this service booklet 
with you. 
 
Please respect the distance of at least one metre from others as you 
come forward, and form one line in the central aisle. Please sanitise your 
hands before receiving. 
 
 
The choir sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
That all thy Church might be for ever one, 
Grant us at every Eucharist to say 
With longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done.’ 
Oh, may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
One through this Sacrament of unity. 
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For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
One through this Sacrament of unity. 

 
We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep: 
Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
One through this Sacrament of unity. 
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
May we be one with all thy church above, 
One with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
One with thy saints in one unbounded love: 
More blessèd still, in peace and love to be 
One with the Trinity in Unity. 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
All Merciful God, 

you have called us to your table 
and fed us with the bread of life. 
Draw us and all people to serve your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 

Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
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SENDING 
 

The choir sing our final hymn. 
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on his name. 
 

Blessings abound where’er he reigns; 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blest. 
 

Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honours to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the long Amen. 

 
Please stand before we are sent out with God’s blessing.  
 
The Blessing 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The ministers and people depart. 
 

Voluntary – Processional (1964) by William MATHIAS (1934-1992). 


