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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist. Today, we welcome Rosie 
Stiven the Mothers’ Union Diocesan President to our service.  
 
Mothers’ Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years. Started by Mary Sumner in 1876 
in her local parish, it has grown into an international charity with over 4 
million members in 84 countries.  
 
Mothers’ Union members work at grassroots level around the world. They 
bring hope and practical support to millions of people every year through 
parenting, literacy and community development programmes. We look 
forward to hearing more about the latest news and mission of Mothers’ 
Union during our time of worship together.  
 
As we worship, we ask for continued adherence to safety guidelines. 
Please maintain hand hygiene and social distancing and continue to wear 
a mask at all times in the church building. We are mindful of all those who 
have died due, directly or indirectly, to the Covid-19 virus. We give thanks 
for the continued vaccination programme, and for all medical workers that 
seek to support the sick. 
 
You are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for you to make your offering as 
you leave St Peter’s Church. 
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on 
our website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 

 
For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 

please contact: 
 

Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
Phone: 07525 662999 

 
The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand as the service begins with a hymn, sung by our choir. 
 

Alleluya! Alleluya! 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
Sing to God a hymn of praise; 
He who on the Cross a victim 
For the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 
Now is risen from the dead. 
 
Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
Of the holy harvest field, 
Which will all its full abundance 
At his second coming yield; 
Then the golden ears of harvest 
Will their heads before him wave, 
Ripened by his glorious sunshine 
From the furrows of the grave. 
 
Christ is risen, we are risen; 
Shed upon us heavenly grace, 
Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
From the brightness of thy face; 
That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven 
Here on earth may fruitful be, 
And by angel-hands be gathered, 
And be ever safe with thee. 
 
Alleluya! Alleluya! 
Glory be to God on high; 
To the Father, and the Saviour, 
Who has gained the victory; 
Glory to the Holy Spirit, 
Fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluya! Alleluya! 
To the Triune Majesty. 
 



 4 

The Greeting 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered. 
 
 
Prayer of Preparation 

 
Almighty God,  

All to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
We are invited to confess our sins. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
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The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 
 God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, 
All our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Please stand as the choir sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the 
Gloria.  
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then we pray the 
Mothers’ Union Prayer. 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray the Mothers’ Union Prayer. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Loving Lord, 
All We thank you for your love so freely given to us all. 

We pray for families around the world. 
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Bless the work of the Mothers' Union 
as we seek to share your love through the 
encouragement, strengthening and support of 
marriage and family life. 
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in 
prayer and worship, 
and in love and service reach out as your hands 
across the world. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
Please sit for our readings. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the Second Book of Samuel (6:1-5,12b-19). 

 
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.  
David and all the people with him set out and went from Baale-
judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the 
name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim.  They 
carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house 
of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio 
went in front of the ark.  David and all the house of Israel were 
dancing before the Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres 
and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 
 
David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-
edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those who bore 
the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a 
fatling.  David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was 
girded with a linen ephod.  So David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of 
the trumpet. 
 
As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal daughter 
of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and 
dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. 
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They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the 
tent that David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt-offerings 
and offerings of well-being before the Lord.  When David had 
finished offering the burnt-offerings and the offerings of well-being, 
he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts, and 
distributed food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, 
both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, 
and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (1:3-14). 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love.  He destined us 
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  With all wisdom and 
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth.  In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 
having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you had heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 
of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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The choir sing our gradual hymn. 
 
King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love thee; 
And that love may never cease, 
I will move thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 
Thou didst note my working breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 
 
Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing thee, 
And the cream of all my heart 
I will bring thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
Thou didst clear me; 
And alone, when they replied, 
Thou didst hear me. 
 
Seven whole days, not one in seven, 
I will praise thee; 
In my heart, though not in heaven, 
I can raise thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
To enrol thee: 
E’en eternity's too short 
To extol thee. 

 
Please stand and face the reader as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 
You have the words of eternal life. 

 All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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King Herod heard of Jesus’ disciples casting out demons and 
anointing with oil many who were sick and curing them, for Jesus’ 
name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer 
has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 
are at work in him.’  But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It 
is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’  But when Herod heard 
of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
 
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, 
‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ And Herodias 
had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  But an opportunity came 
when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee.  When his daughter Herodias 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the 
king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 
it.’  And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will give 
you, even half of my kingdom.’  She went out and said to her mother, 
‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’  
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you 
to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’  The 
king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her.  Immediately the king sent a 
soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave 
it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.  When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 
(Mark 6:14-29). 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Talk – Rosie Stiven, Mothers’ Union Diocesan President. 
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Please stand as we affirm together our faith. 
 
The Creed 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Holy God, scatter all darkness: 
All and bathe our world in your light. 

 
In humility and love let us draw near to our God 
and pray to him now. 

 
The prayers end as follows: 

Merciful Father,  
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace. 
 
The Peace 
 

God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
Please sit as bread and wine are placed on the altar and the choir sing 
our offertory hymn. 
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Preparation of the Table 
 

God is Love: let heav’n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before him, 
And exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth’s foundation, 
He who spread the heav’ns above, 
He who breathes through all creation, 
He is Love, eternal Love. 
 
God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
All the world in one embrace; 
With unfailing grasp he holdeth 
Every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
Under sorrow’s iron rod, 
Then they find that selfsame aching 
Deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is Love: and though with blindness 
Sin afflicts the souls of men, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
Holds and guides them even then. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
O’er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
O’er the universe must reign. 

 
 
The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Be present, be present,  
Lord Jesus Christ,  
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 

All Amen. 
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Please stand as we give thanks and bless the bread and wine. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because you are the source of light and life; 
you made us in your image 
and called us to new life in him. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
for ever praising you and singing: 

 
Sung Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of 
Saint Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Sung Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Words The body of Christ. The blood of Christ. 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
This morning, we are introducing receiving Holy Communion in both 
kinds by simultaneous administration (intinction). Communicants who 
wish to continue receiving under one kind only will continue to be able to 
do so – being served by the Deacon. If you would like to receive a 
blessing please bring this service booklet with you. 
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Please respect the distance of at least one metre from others as you 
come forward, and sanitise your hands before receiving. 
 
The choir sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

At the name of Jesus 
Every knee shall bow, 
Every tongue confess him 
King of glory now; 
’Tis the Father’s pleasure 
We should call him Lord, 
Who from the beginning 
Was the mighty Word. 
 
At his voice creation 
Sprang at once to sight, 
All the angel faces, 
All the hosts of light, 
Thrones and dominations, 
Stars upon their way, 
All the heavenly orders, 
In their great array. 
 
Humbled for a season, 
To receive a name 
From the lips of sinners 
Unto whom he came, 
Faithfully he bore it 
Spotless to the last, 
Brought it back victorious 
When from death he passed: 
 
Bore it up triumphant 
With its human light, 
Through all ranks of creatures, 
To the central height, 
To the throne of Godhead, 
To the Father’s breast; 
Filled it with the glory 
Of that perfect rest. 
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In your hearts enthrone him; 
There let him subdue 
All that is not holy, 
All that is not true: 
He is God the Saviour, 
He is Christ the Lord, 
Ever to be worshipped, 
Trusted, and adored. 
 
Brothers, this Lord Jesus 
Shall return again, 
With the Father’s glory, 
With his angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire 
Meet upon his brow, 
And our hearts confess him 
King of glory now. 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

God of our pilgrimage, 
you have led us to the living water: 
refresh and sustain us 
as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 
All we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
 

SENDING 
 
The choir sing our final hymn. 
 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If our God our Father be. 
 
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 
All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Self denying, death defying, 
Thou to Calvary didst go. 
 
Spirit of our God, descending, 
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
Nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
Please stand before we are sent out with God’s blessing.  
 
The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 
 

Voluntary – Toccata pour Orgue 
by Théodore DUBOIS (1837-1924). 
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