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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
A warm welcome to our pet blessing service on Animal Welfare Sunday 
which, at the suggestion of the Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals (ASWA), will be celebrated each October by many parishes 
within the Church of England. 
 
The aim of our special service is to give thanks to God for the privilege of 
looking after pets, and to focus on ever-growing Christian concern for the 
plight of animals in the modern world. The designated Sunday has been 
chosen to fall, each October, near the Feast of St Francis of Assisi 
(October 4th). 
 
 
Please can we ask all pet owners to be responsible for any little accidents 
that may happen during our time of worship. Spare bags and wipes are 
available! Please also be mindful of young children, and the rich variety 
of pets here this morning – that may not be best of friends… 
 
 
We are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for us to make our offering as we 
leave St Peter’s Church.   
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking the ‘donate’ button on our 
website: www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 

 
For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms please 

contact: 
 

Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
Phone: 07525 662999 

 
The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 

office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 
material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546. 
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THE GATHERING 
 
We remain seated, as we gather for our time of worship together. 
 
The Greeting 
 

May God, X the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
who is wonderful in all his works, be with you all. 

All And also with you. 
 

Yes! We will praise God! 
We will praise God in dog-parks. 
We will praise God in paddocks. 

 
Yes! We will praise God! 
We will praise God in our aquariums. 
We will praise God from our perches. 

 
A little boy with a purring cat on his lap, 
a young girl teaching a puppy to roll over, 
an elderly woman conversing with her pretty parrot, 
an older man cleaning out the rabbit hutch – 
let them all praise God’s name! 

 
All Yes! We praise the God of all creatures! 
 
 
Informal words of welcome are offered. 
 
 

We have gathered together in the name of Christ, 
the image of the invisible God, the first-born over all creation. 
We have come to praise our Maker and Redeemer, 
to hear and respond to his holy word, 
to pray for the welfare of all of his creatures, 
and to seek forgiveness 
for the cruelty and suffering we have caused, 
so that by his grace and power 
we may be enabled to further his universal reign of peace. 
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Please stand and sing our opening hymn. 
 
All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

 
Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours,  
He made their tiny wings. 
 
The purple-headed mountain, 
The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning, 
That brightens up the sky; 

 
The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 
The ripe fruits in the garden, 
He made them every one; 

 
He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. 

 
 
Please sit as we are introduced to some of our special guests.  
 
We are invited to say sorry to God. 
 
Confession 
 
 ‘A righteous person cares for the needs of their animal, 

but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel.’ (Proverbs 12:10). 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
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Silence is kept. 
 
All Good morning, God. 

You have called us to look after 
the animals, the birds of the air and the fish of the sea. 
We have to say sorry 
for many things we do without thinking. 
 
Some days we eat too much. 
Some days we talk too much. 
Some days we don’t pay attention 
to the bees and the butterflies and the trees 
and what they have to say. 
 
We’re sorry we spoil places 
where we walk with litter 
and sometimes forget to protect your creation. 
We can make a mess of things, O God. 
And we’re sorry. 

 
Dear friends, 
while it is true we have all made a mess 
of God’s world in some way, 
it is also true that God forgives us X 
when we own up to what we’ve done. 
With Jesus’ love we can become new people. 
So know that we make God glad 
when we remember to say we’re sorry. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The minister introduces a period of silent prayer, and then leads a special 
gathering prayer for our pet blessing service. 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray as we thank God for our pets 
and the blessing that they are to each of us. 

 
Silence is kept. 
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Loving God, 
you have made us and all living things 
to form your family on earth. 
You are even more wonderful 
than what you have made. 
We thank you for giving us our pets, who bring us joy. 
As you take care of us, 
we also ask that we might take care of those, 
who trust us to look after them. 
By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
Please stand and sing.  

 
Who put the colours in the rainbow? 
Who put the salt into the sea? 
Who put the cold into the snowflake? 
Who made you and me? 
Who put the hump upon the camel? 
Who put the neck on the giraffe? 
Who put the tail upon the monkey? 
Who made hyenas laugh? 
Who made whales and snails and quails? 
Who made hogs and dogs and frogs? 
Who made bats and cats and rats? 
Who made ev’rything? 
 
Who put the gold into the sunshine? 
Who put the sparkle in the stars? 
Who put the silver in the moonlight? 
Who made Earth and Mars? 
Who put the scent into the roses? 
Who taught the honey-bee to dance? 
Who put the tree inside the acorn? 
It surely can’t be chance! 
Who made seas and leaves and trees? 
Who made snow and winds that blow? 
Who made streams and rivers flow? 
God made all of these! 
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We remain standing as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. 
I know them, and they follow me.  

All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the 
sheep.  A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming.  He will 
abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their 
shepherd.  And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock.  The 
hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and 
doesn’t really care about the sheep. 
 

‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 
just as my Father knows me and I know the Father.  So I sacrifice my 
life for the sheep.  I have other sheep, too, that are not in this 
sheepfold.  I must bring them also.  They will listen to my voice, and 
there will be one flock with one shepherd.’ 

(John 10:11-16). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Brief talk – the Revd Mike Trotman, Rector. 
 
 
We remain seated for our prayers. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts, 
for the beauty of the earth and the wonder of his creation, 
in earth and sky and sea; 

All We thank you, Lord. 
 
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women; 

All We thank you, Lord. 
 
For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life; 

All We thank you, Lord. 
 
For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets;  

All We thank you, Lord. 
 
For the work of all charities and organisations, 
which protect animals; 

All We thank you, Lord. 
 
That each pet here may be treasured with care; 

All We pray to you, Lord. 
 
 

Names of any pets (past or present) may be spoken aloud, or held in the 
silence of our hearts. 

 
 
That we may love and honour all your works, O God; 

All We pray to you, Lord. 
 
That we may continue to grow in thankfulness; 

All To the honour and glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Jesus taught us to call God our Father, 
so in faith and trust we pray: 
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All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Please stand and sing.  
 

If I were a butterfly, 
I’d thank you Lord, for giving me wings, 
And if I were a robin in a tree, 
I’d thank you, Lord, that I could sing, 
And if I were a fish in the sea, 
I’d wiggle my tail and I’d giggle with glee, 
But I just thank you, Father, 
For making me ‘me’. 
 
For you gave me a heart, 
And you gave me a smile, 
You gave me Jesus 
And you made me your child, 
And I just thank you, Father, 
For making me ‘me’. 
 
If I were an elephant, 
I’d thank you, Lord, by raising my trunk, 
And if I were a kangaroo, 
You know I’d hop right up to you, 
And if I were an octopus, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my fine looks, 
But I just thank you, Father, 
For making me ‘me’. 
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If I were a wiggly worm, 
I’d thank you, Lord, that I could squirm, 
And if I were a billy goat, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my strong throat, 
And if I were a fuzzy wuzzy bear, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my fuzzy wuzzy hair, 
But I just thank you, Father, 
For making me ‘me’. 

 
 
Please sit down. 
 
The Blessing of our pets 
 

Creator God, all things belong to you. 
We praise you for giving us the animals, 
birds and fish which fill your world. 
We thank you for our families 
and the happiness which our pets give us. 

 
We ask you, Lord, that we may always be good to them, 
so that they may be happy also. 
We pray that all your children 
may come into your even greater world 
of the kingdom of heaven 
where we shall see even more wonderful things  
and where we shall live and love for ever. 
This we ask to your eternal praise, 
and to our blessing. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Pets which are to be blessed may be brought forward. Words of love, 
hope and thanksgiving are offered for these companions on the journey. 
 
Announcements are made and banns of marriage are called. 
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SENDING 
 
Please stand as we sing our final hymn, before we are sent out with God’s 
blessing. 
 

He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
 
He’s got you and me, brother, in his hand.    
He’s got you and me, brother, in his hand.    
He’s got you and me, brother, in his hand.    
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
 
He’s got you and me, sister, in his hand. 
He’s got you and me, sister, in his hand. 
He’s got you and me, sister, in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
 
He’s got all of my pets in his hand. 
He’s got all of your pets in his hand. 
He’s got all of our pets in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 
  
He’s got ev’rybody here in his hand. 
He’s got ev’rybody here in his hand. 
He’s got ev’rybody here in his hand. 
He’s got the whole world in his hand. 

 
The Blessing for ourselves 
 

May the God of all creation, 
who created the animals of this earth to support us, 
continue to protect and sustain us 
with the grace his blessing brings, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
X the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

Voluntary – Improvisation on 
"eheu! pater meus mihi caniculam emere nolebat" 

 


