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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
Welcome to our service of readings and choir carols, particularly to those 
who are visitors with us this evening.  We do hope that our carol service 
will give each of us the opportunity to pause and reflect on the wonder of 
Christmas.  The service will proceed with minimal announcement. 
 
Our readings and carols recall the events surrounding the birth of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  With so much uncertainty and unrest in 
our world today, it is all the more important to hear and to receive the 
Good News of the hope and promise of God; who sent his son into our 
world, to bring us peace and joy. 
 
‘At the heart of Christmas’ is a Church of England invitation to everyone 
to discover – or rediscover – the good news of God’s saving love as 
revealed in the birth of Jesus.  It is also a challenge to each of us to 
ponder in our hearts – as Mary did – what the extraordinary events of the 
first Christmas might mean for us today. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy Christmas, and 
may you know God’s blessings both now and for the year ahead. 
 

Revd Mike Trotman, Rector 
 
 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 
material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546. 
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THE GATHERING 
 
The choir sing – A Child Is Born In Bethlehem by Malcolm Archer, as we 
prepare for our service. 
 
Welcome 
 
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and others 
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The Opening Prayers 
 
After the bidding prayer we say together the following prayer. 
 
All Almighty God, 

as we prepare with joy 
to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 
embrace the earth with your glory 
and be for us a living hope 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

(Collect, CW alt., Christmas Eve) 
 
 

HOPE 
 
A Carol of Hope - LONG AGO, PROPHETS KNEW 
 

Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new; 
bear his people’s burden, 
freely love and pardon. 
 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 
 
God in time, God in man, 
this is God’s timeless plan: 
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. 
 
Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb, God is laid: 
till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected, 



 5 

Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry! 
 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
Jesus comes! Jesus comes! 
We will make him welcome! 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
 
1st Candle - The Candle of Hope 
 
All Our hope is in God, and in his Son, Jesus Christ. 

He is the one appointed by God to be judge of all things. 
He is the one through whom God has promised  
to save and redeem his people. 

 
We light this first candle to remind us  
that he is our hope and the hope of the world. 
We thank God for the promises he has made to us 
and for the light he has brought into the world. 

 
1st Reading 
 

The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth. 
The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness 
on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(Isaiah 9:2,6) 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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PEACE 
 
A Carol of Peace - O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 

 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
so God imparts to human hearts 
the blessing of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in: 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 
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2nd Candle - The Candle of Peace 
 
All Our peace is found in God and in his Son, Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist, and all the prophets, remind us  
that to receive peace we must be prepared for it. 

 
We light this second candle to remind us  
that Christ is the Prince of Peace,  
the one promised from the beginning of the world.   
We thank God for the hope he gives us  
and for the peace he bestows. 

 
2nd Reading 
 

The birth of Jesus.  
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

(Luke 2:1-7) 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

JOY 
 
A Carol of Joy - JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
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Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
3rd Candle - The Candle of Joy 
 
All Our joy is in God, and in his Son, Jesus Christ.   

Like peace, joy is a gift from God.   
It overtakes us and fills us  
when we remember what God has done  
and what he has promised to do. 

 
We light this third candle to remind us  
that Christ came, and is coming,  
so that all people might have a rich and abundant life.   
We thank God for the hope he gives us,  
for the peace he bestows,  
and for the joy he pours into our hearts.  

 
 
3rd Reading 
 

The shepherds go to the manger.  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 
for see –  
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I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,  
 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favours!’  
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

(Luke 2:8-20) 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
A Carol of Offering - IN THE BLEAK MID-WINTER 
 

In the bleak mid-winter 
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
snow on snow, 
in the bleak mid-winter, 
long ago. 
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Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak mid-winter 
a stable-place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim 
thronged the air – 
but only his mother 
in her maiden bliss 
worshipped the beloved 
with a kiss.  

 
What can I give him, 
poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
if I were a wise man 
I would do my part, – 
yet what I can I give him, 
give my heart. 

Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894) 
 
4th Candle - The Candle of Offering 
 
All All things come from God,  

and of his own do we offer him –  
all that we have, and all that we are.   
We are encouraged through the Gospel  
to live lives of generosity and service. 

 
We light this fourth candle to remind us  
of all that God has given us. 
The Wise Men travelled far to offer their gifts. 
We can offer our gifts in worship and in our daily lives. 
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4th Reading 
 

The Wise Men offer their gifts to Jesus.  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet:  
 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.”’  
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 

(Matthew 2:1-11) 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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LOVE 
 
A Carol of Love - SILENT NIGHT 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round the virgin and her child: 
holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace; 
sleep in heavenly peace! 

 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quail at the sight, 
glory streams from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing ‘Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born!’ 

 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light: 
radiant beams your holy face 
with the dawn of saving grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

John Freeman Young (1887) based on Joseph Mohr (1818) 
 
5th Candle - The Candle of Love 
 
All Jesus shows us God’s perfect love. 

He is God’s perfect love in human form. 
Those who believe in him and live in him, live in love. 
Love transforms and perfects all things. It never ends. 

 
We light this fifth candle to remind us  
that God is love. 
We thank God for the hope he gives us, 
for the peace he bestows, 
for the joy he pours into our hearts, 
and for the love that redeems us  
and shows us the way. 
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5th Reading 
 

John commands us to love one another. 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

(1 John 4:7-12) 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GLORY 
 
A Carol of Glory - WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 

 
‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind); 
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 

 
‘To you in David’s town this day 
is born of David’s line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 

 
‘the heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid.’ 
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Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 
‘All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease.’ 

Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 
 
6th Candle - The Candle of Glory 
 
All We thank God for his gift of Jesus. 

We thank him that through Christ 
his light has come into the world 
and made it possible for us to see,  
and in seeing, to rejoice. 
His truth, his love, his very self,  
transform all who receive him.  

 
As we light this final candle,  
we thank God for the hope he gives us,  
for the peace he bestows,  
for the joy he pours into our hearts,  
and for the love that redeems us and shows us the way,  
praying that he will accept all that we offer him  
in worship and service, 
and that we will truly see his glory,  
the glory as of a father’s only son,  
full of grace and truth. 

 
6th Reading 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John explains God’s love in sending his Son, his Word, his glory 
into the world. 
 



 15 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 

 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 

 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

(John 1:1-14) 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The choir sing – Carol Of The Bells by Peter Wilhousky / Mykola 
Leontovich. 
 
 
The Prayers 
 
To the bidding  Jesus, Saviour,  
Please respond hear our prayer.  
 
Silence is kept between each bidding. 
 
 



 16 

At the end: 
 
All Lord Jesus Christ,  

Son of the Father,  
full of the Spirit,  
hear our prayer,  
receive our praises,  
fill our lives.  
Amen. 

 
A short time of silence for reflection and prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
Notices 
 
O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels: 
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O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

 
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God, 
begotten, not created: 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God 
in the highest:       Translated from the Latin (18th century) 

by Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 
 
 
The choir sing – 1st Movement, Gloria by Antonio Vivaldi. 
 
 
The Responses and Blessing 
 

The people who walked in darkness  
All  have seen a great light.  
 

For to us a child is born  
All  to us a Son is given.  
 

His name will be called  
wonderful counsellor, mighty God,  

All  the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  
 

Glory to God in the highest  
All  and peace to his people on earth.  
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The Blessing 
 

May God the Father, 
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son 
to come among us in great humility, 
open your eyes to his coming again. 

All  Amen. 
 

May God the Son 
give you grace to live 
in the light of his coming as redeemer and judge. 

All  Amen. 
 

May God the Holy Spirit 
free you from sin, 
make you holy, 
and bring you to eternal life. 

All  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 

As we await our coming Saviour, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Voluntary – Carillon-Sortie by Henri MULET (1878 – 1967). 
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We are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. 

 
A collection will not be taken during the service, but there is provision 

for us to make our offering as we leave St Peter’s Church. 
 

It is also possible to make an offering by clicking 
the ‘donate’ button on our website: 

www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk  
 

or scanning the QR code.  
Every donation is greatly appreciated, thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve – 4pm – Christingle and Crib Service 
come dressed as a favourite nativity character 

 
Christmas Eve – 11pm – Midnight Mass  

 
Christmas Day – 10am – All-age Christmas Eucharist 

 
 


