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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 

 
In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) has mainly been 
an occasion to celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the 
visit of the far-travelled magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ 
to the Gentiles. However, in the Eastern churches, the Epiphany is, 
rather, the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John, when the 
heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be 
God’s beloved Son. 
 
On this Sunday in the season of Epiphany it is to the Baptism of Jesus 
that we turn, celebrating the shared life with God that is our invitation 
through the sacrament of baptism. 
 
We are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community. A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for us to make our offering as 
we leave St Peter’s Church.   
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking 
the ‘donate’ button on our website: 
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk or scanning the QR 
code. Every donation is greatly appreciated, thank 
you. 
 
 
 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 

material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546. 
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THE GATHERING 

 
Please stand and sing, as the service begins with a hymn. 
 

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing  
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Virgin's Son, 
the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies won 
which now his brow adorn; 
fruit of the mystic Rose, 
as of that Rose the Stem; 
the Root whence mercy ever flows, 
the Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love! 
Behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise: 
his reign shall know no end, 
and round his piercèd feet 
fair flowers of Paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 
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Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
Glassed in a sea of light, 
where everlasting waves 
reflect his throne – the Infinite! 
Who lives – and loves – and saves. 

 
The Greeting 
 

In the name of  the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All    From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 
The Lord of glory be with you. 

All    The Lord bless you. 
 
Informal words of welcome are offered, before we sing our hymn of praise 
to the Trinity – the Gloria.  
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
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have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer and then leads the 
Collect for the festival of the Baptism of Christ. 
 
The Collect 
 

Rejoicing that we are named Children of God, let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Please sit for our readings. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah (43:1-7). 

 
Thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honoured, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 
    and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth – 
everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8:14-17). 
 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went 
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down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for 
as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as we sing our gradual hymn. 

 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

 
 
Please turn to face the Gospel Book as we welcome the Gospel. 
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Gospel Reading 
 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Sing Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 

Sing Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Sing Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.’ 
 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.’ 

(Luke 3:15-17,21-22). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Sing Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
Sermon – the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY BAPTISM 

 
Please stand and turn to face the font as the procession gathers. We 
sing: 
 

River, wash over me, 
cleanse me and make me new; 
bathe me, refresh me and fill me anew -  
river wash over me 
 
Spirit, watch over me,  
lead me to Jesus' feet; 
cause me to worship and fill me anew -  
Spirit, watch over me. 
 
Jesus, rule over me, 
reign over all my heart; 
teach me to praise You and fill me anew -  
Jesus, rule over me. 

 
 
Water is poured into the font with these words: 
 

God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

All Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 
 
The president stands before the water and says: 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
Father, for your gift of water in creation, 

All we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life, 

All we give you thanks and praise. 
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For your Son Jesus Christ, 
baptised in the river Jordan, 

All we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For your gift of new birth 
and your new creation by water and the Spirit, 

All we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Father, accept our sacrifice of praise; 
may your holy and life-giving Spirit 
move upon these waters.  
Bring those who are baptised 
to new birth in the family of your Church, 
and make them one with Christ 
in the freedom of your kingdom.   

All Amen. 
 
The president leads an act of penitence and dedication. 

 
Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 

God of truth, 
you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 
look in mercy on your people. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 

We have broken the pledges of our baptism, 
and failed to be your disciples. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 

We have shown indifference to those in need 
and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
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We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 
your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 

Today we rejoice and give thanks 
because your Son humbled himself to be baptised in the Jordan. 
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism 
for the remission of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 
Through water and Spirit 
you give us new life as the people of God, 
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

Sing Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie, Eleison. 
 

Almighty God, 
in our baptism you have consecrated us 
to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 
May we, whom you have counted worthy, 
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 
and worship you with upright lives; 
through Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
 
As the procession returns to the front of the nave, water is sprinkled over 
the people as a sign of God’s forgiveness and healing. 
 
You may like to make the sign of the cross as the water touches you, as 
a way of remembering your baptism. 
 

‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. 
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, 
receive the water of life, 
the free gift to all who desire it.’ 
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The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and  absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All Amen. 
 
 
We declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 
The Creed 
 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
All    This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Please sit for our prayers. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Washed clean by the waters of baptism, 
let us pray that we may live the life to which he has called us. 
 
Lord of truth, 

All hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers end as follows: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father makes us and all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace. 
 
The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
We remain standing as bread and wine are placed on the altar, and we 
sing our offertory hymn. 
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Preparation of the Table 
 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed! 
Great David's greater Son; 
hail in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 
He comes with succour speedy 
to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, 
and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 
 
He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains 
shall peace the herald, go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 
 
Kings shall fall down before him, 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 
his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 
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The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, 
for us to see Jesus interceding for us; 
may we be willing to share his baptism, 
ready to share his cup 
and strengthened to serve him for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

 
The Lord be with you 

Sing and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

Sing We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Sing It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
You celebrated your new gift of baptism 
in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 
Your voice was heard from heaven 
to awaken faith in the presence among us 
of your Word made flesh. 
Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 
revealing Jesus as your servant, 
and anointing him with the oil of gladness 
to preach the good news to the poor. 
Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 
we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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Sing Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Sing Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen:   
 Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 



 17 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary, Mother of God, 
Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us.  
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All  God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
Sing Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing.  
 
Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds by simultaneous 
administration (intinction). Please receive with both open hands.  
 
If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bring this service booklet 
with you. 
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The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. 
Reply Amen. 
 
 
We remain seated to sing our post-communion hymn. 

 

Thou whose almighty word  

Chaos and darkness heard,  

And took their flight;  

Hear us, we humbly pray,  

And where the gospel-day  

Sheds not its glorious ray,  

Let there be light.  

 

Thou who didst come to bring,  

On thy redeeming wing,  

Healing and sight,  

Health to the sick in mind,  

Sight to the inly blind;  

O now to all mankind  

Let there be light.  

 

Spirit of truth and love,  

Life giving, holy Dove,  

Speed forth thy flight;  

Move o’er the waters’ face  

Bearing the lamp of grace,  

And in earth’s darkest place  

Let there be light.  

 

Blessèd and holy Three,  

Glorious Trinity,  

Wisdom, Love, Might;  

Boundless as ocean’s tide  

Rolling in fullest pride,  

Through the world far and wide,  

Let there be light.  
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Prayers after Communion 
 

Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

All Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements are made and Banns of Marriage may be called. 
 

SENDING 
 

Please stand as we sing our final hymn, before we are sent out with God’s 
blessing. 
 

God is working his purpose out 
as year succeeds to year: 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
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From utmost east to utmost west, 
where’er man’s foot hath trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God; 
“give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that earth may filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea.” 
 
What can we do to work God's work, 
to prosper and increase 
the brotherhood of all mankind-- 
the reign of the Prince of Peace? 
What can we do to hasten the time-- 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
March we forth in the strength of God, 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
may shine throughout the world: 
fight we the fight with sorrow and sin 
to set their captives free, 
that the earth may filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All we can do is nothing worth 
unless God blessed the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 
till God gives life to the seed; 
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
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The Blessing 
 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life, 
perfect in you the image of his glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
We have come to Christ, the living water. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

Voluntary – Prelude in G BWV 541 by J S BACH (1685 - 1750). 


