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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 

 
Mothering Sunday is a day when traditionally all went back to their mother 
church, to the place where they were nurtured, loved and formed into the 
ways of God. 
 
Today, we also celebrate Mother’s Day, a day to thank those who have 
mothered us in all the ways we can be cared for.  It is usually a day of 
mixed emotions, but we draw together as a church which embraces the 
joys and pains of life. 
 
A special welcome this morning to the St Peter’s Scout Group, who have 
kindly provided small gifts for all those who have looked after others. It is 
wonderful to have you with us, and you’re always welcome as St Peter’s 
is your church! 
 
Please support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our mission 
and ministry to our local community.  A collection will not be taken during 
the service, but there is provision for us to make our offering as we leave 
St Peter’s Church.   
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking 
the ‘donate’ button on our website: 
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk or scanning the QR 
code using a mobile phone.  Every donation is 
greatly appreciated, thank you. 
 
Refreshments will be served after the service. 
 
 
For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 

material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546.  
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THE GATHERING 

 
Please stand and sing, as the service begins with a hymn. 
 

All things bright and beautiful,  
all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful  
the Lord God made them all.  
 
Each little flower that opens, 
each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colours, 
he made their tiny wings. 
 
The purple-headed mountain, 
the river running by, 
the sunset and the morning 
that brightens up the sky. 
 
The cold wind in the winter, 
the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden, 
he made them every one. 
 
He gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, 
who has made all things well. 
 
 

The Greeting 
 

We meet in the name of God,  
 Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

All Amen. 
 
Under your wings you would hide us. 

All Mothering God. 
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Under your wings you would shelter us. 
All Mothering God. 

 
Under your wings you would nurture us. 

All Mothering God. 
 
Praise God who loves us.  

All Praise God who cares.  
 
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered.   
 
There may be a time to share items for thanksgiving or prayer before the 
lighting of candles. 
 
Praising and Thanking God 
 

Nurturing God,  
we light this candle  
in recognition of the great care and love  
you have for each one of us.  

 
Nurturing God,  

All we praise and thank you.  
 

Nurturing God,  
we light this candle  
in thanksgiving for all mothers,  
for all they do, or once did,  
for all they give, or once gave  
and for all they mean and will always mean.  

 
Nurturing God,  

All we praise and thank you.  
 

Nurturing God,  
we light this candle  
for all families  
throughout the world. 
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Nurturing God,  
All we praise and thank you.  
 

Nurturing God,  
we light this candle  
for the family of the Church,  
here and everywhere.  

 
Nurturing God,  

All we praise and thank you.  
 

Nurturing God,  
we light this candle  
for all who nurture  
and encourage others.  

 
Nurturing God,  

All we praise and thank you.  
 
 
We say sorry for the wrong we have done against God, the whole world, 
and our neighbour. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Let us call to mind our failure to value the love of others 
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception. 
We fail to live as your children. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
You call us to do good. We seek our own good. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
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You hear us when we cry for help. We ignore the cries of others. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 May the God of love and power 

 forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then leads the 
Collect for Mothering Sunday. 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may know afresh  
the loving protection of our God.  

 
Silence is kept. 
 

God of love, 
passionate and strong, 
tender and careful: 
watch over us and hold us 
all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
A reading from the Book of the Exodus (2:1-10). 

 
About this time, a man and woman from the tribe of Levi got married.  
The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son.  She saw 
that he was a special baby and kept him hidden for three months.  
But when she could no longer hide him, she got a basket made of 
papyrus reeds and waterproofed it with tar and pitch.  
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She put the baby in the basket and laid it among the reeds along 
the bank of the Nile River.  The baby’s sister then stood at a 
distance, watching to see what would happen to him. 
 
Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, and her 
attendants walked along the riverbank.  When the princess saw the 
basket among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it for her.  When 
the princess opened it, she saw the baby.  The little boy was crying, 
and she felt sorry for him.  “This must be one of the Hebrew 
children,” she said. 
 
Then the baby’s sister approached the princess.  “Should I go and 
find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” she 
asked. 
 
“Yes, do!”  the princess replied.  So the girl went and called the 
baby’s mother. 
 
“Take this baby and nurse him for me,”  the princess told the baby’s 
mother.  “I will pay you for your help.”  So the woman took her baby 
home and nursed him. 
 
Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him back to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her own son. The princess 
named him Moses, for she explained, “I lifted him out of the water.” 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as we sing our gradual hymn. 

 
I danced in the morning 
when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon 
and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven 
and I danced on the earth, 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
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Dance then, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
I danced for the scribe 
and the Pharisee, 
but they would not dance 
and they wouldn’t follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, 
for James and John –  
they came with me 
and the dance went on. 
 
I danced on the Sabbath 
and I cured the lame; 
the holy people, 
they said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped 
and they hung me on high, 
and they left me there 
on a cross to die. 
 
They cut me down 
and I leapt up high; 
I am the life 
that’ll never, never die; 
I’ll live in you 
if you’ll live in me – 
I am the Lord 
of the Dance, said he.  

 
Please turn to face the Gospel Book as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
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 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him.  
Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, 
“This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many 
others to rise.  He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will 
oppose him.  As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 

 (Luke 2:33-35). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Brief talk – the Revd Mike Trotman, Rector. 
 
 
Please stand as we remind ourselves that we all belong to the same 
family of God. 
 
The Creed 
 
All We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries,  
let us pray.  
 
God of love, 

All hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers end as follows: 

Merciful Father,  
All accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace. 
 
The Peace 
 

Praise God who loves us. 
All Praise God who cares. 

 
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, 
‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.’ 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
We remain standing as bread and wine are placed on the altar, and we 
sing our offertory hymn. 
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Preparation of the Table 
 

As the deer pants for the water, 
so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
 
I want you more than gold or silver, 
only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy-giver 
and the apple of my eye. 
 
You’re my friend and you are my brother, 
even though you are a king. 
I love you more than any other, 
so much more than anything. 

 
 
The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Blessed be God,  
who feeds the hungry,  
who raises the poor,  
who fills our praise.  

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Question  Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Answer  Let’s listen, and we will hear. 

 
Lord of all life, 
you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 
 
You give us happy times 
and things to celebrate. 
In these we taste your kingdom, 
a feast for all your children. 
 
You made us all, 
each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels 
and sing your praise: 
 

Sing Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord, 
in power and wisdom for ever adored. 
The earth and the heavens are full of your love; 
our joyful hosannas re-echo above. 
Blessed, most blessed, all blessed is he 
whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free: 
who comes in the name of the Father of light, 
let endless hosannas resound in the height.  Tune – Slane.  
 
We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 

 
Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 
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Question  Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Answer  Let’s listen, and we will hear. 

 
On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 
 
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 
 

Question  How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Answer  Let’s listen, and we will hear. 

 
Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
 
And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, 
through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 



 14 

After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As God’s children, and heirs with Christ 
we cry in the Spirit, ‘Abba’, Father.  
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Sing O Lamb of God, come cleanse our hearts 

and take our sin away. 
O Lamb of God, your grace impart, 
and let our guilty fear depart, 
have mercy, Lord, we pray, 
have mercy, Lord, we pray. 
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O Lamb of God, our lives restore, 
our guilty souls release. 
Into our lives your Spirit pour 
and let us live for evermore 
in perfect heav’nly peace, 
in perfect heav’nly peace.            Tune – Repton. 

 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
 Jesus Christ is Lord,  
 to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing.  
 
Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds by simultaneous 
administration (intinction). Please receive with both open hands.  
 
If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bring this service booklet 
with you. 

 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. 

Reply Amen. 
 
 
We remain seated to sing our post-communion hymn. 

 
Colours of day dawn into the mind, 
the sun has come up, the night is behind. 
Go down in the city, into the street, 
and let’s give the message 
to the people we meet. 
 
 



 16 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
open the door, let Jesus return, 
take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 
 
Go through the park, on into the town; 
the sun still shines on; it never goes down. 
The light of the world is risen again; 
the people of darkness 
are needing our friend. 
 
Open your eyes, look into the sky, 
the darkness has come, the sun came to die. 
The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 
but Jesus is living, 
and his Spirit is near. 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
All Thank you God for the love of our mothers: 

thank you God for their care and concern; 
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us; 
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us; 
thank you God for all that they give us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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Announcements are made. 
 

SENDING 

 
Please stand as we sing our final hymn, before we are sent out with God’s 
blessing. 
 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
give me joy in my heart, I pray. 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
keep me praising till the end of day. 
 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 
Sing hosanna to the King! 

 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, 
give me peace in my heart, I pray. 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, 
keep me resting till the end of day.  
 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
give me love in my heart, I pray. 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
keep me serving till the end of day. 
 
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning,  
give me oil in my lamp, I pray.  
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning,  
keep me burning till the end of day.  

 
 
Responsory  

 
Praise God who loves us. 

All Praise God who cares. 
 

For the care of mothers; 
All Thanks be to God. 
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For their patience when tested; 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
For their love when tired; 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
For their hope when despairing; 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
For their service without limit; 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 

May God, who made the whole earth, bless us 
(make huge circle with arms). 
 
May God, who draws us all together, bless us 
(make hug across body). 

 
 May God, who loves each one of us, bless us 

(place hand on heart). 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 


