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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 

 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist as we continue to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord during Eastertide. As we approach Ascension 
Day on the 26th May, we anticipate the Novena (period of 9 days) 
between our Lord’s ascension and the feast of Pentecost. This is a time 
in which we are invited to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, and to offer our 
prayers to God on behalf of those who have yet to come to faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
As we celebrate the work of Christian Aid today, it is especially relevant 
that we pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ as we seek to know God’s will in how 
we can support this charity, which exists to keep hope alive by making 
the kingdom of God known in places of need throughout our world.  
 
We are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community.  A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for us to make our offering as 
we leave St Peter’s Church.   
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking 
the ‘donate’ button on our website: 
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk or scanning the QR 
code.  Every donation is greatly appreciated, thank 
you. 
 
Refreshments will be served after the service.  
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 

material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546.  
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THE GATHERING 

 
Please stand and sing, as the service begins with a hymn. 
 

Light’s abode, celestial Salem, 
vision dear whence peace doth spring, 
brighter than the heart can fancy, 
mansion of the highest King; 
O, how glorious are the praises 
which of thee the prophets sing! 
 
There for ever and for ever 
alleluya is outpoured; 
for unending, for unbroken  
is the feast-day of the Lord; 
all is pure and all is holy 
that within thy walls is stored. 
 
There no cloud nor passing vapour 
dims the brightness of the air; 
endless noon-day, glorious noon-day, 
from the Sun of suns is there; 
there no night brings rest from labour, 
there unknown are toil and care. 
 
O how glorious and resplendent, 
fragile body, shalt thou be, 
when endued with so much beauty, 
full of health, and strong, and free, 
full of vigour, full of pleasure 
that shall last eternally! 
 
Now with gladness, now with courage, 
bear the burden on thee laid, 
that hereafter these thy labours 
may with endless gifts be paid, 
and in everlasting glory 
thou with joy may’st be arrayed. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three and ever One, 
One in love, and One in splendour 
while unending ages run. Amen. 
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The Greeting 
 

In the name of  God, the Creator,  
and of Jesus the Redeemer, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered and we proclaim our 
praise responses.  

 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death, 
we praise you for changed lives and new hopes at Easter. 
 

You come to Mary in the garden, 
and turn her tears into joy. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 

You come to the disciples in the upper room, 
and turn their fear into courage. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 

You come to the disciples by the lakeside, 
and turn their failure into faith. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 

You come to the disciples on the Emmaus road, 
and turn their despair into hope. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:  

All  we praise your holy name. 
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You come to your people now, 
and turn our weakness into triumph. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 

All  we praise your holy name. 
 
 
We are invited to confess our sins. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All God of mercy, 
we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
We turn from the wrong that we have thought 
and said and done, 
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day 
in the light of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
May the God of love and power 
 forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Please stand as we sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the Gloria.  
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then leads the 
Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter. 
 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray to love one another as Jesus loves us.   
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, 
All  by the lakeside  

you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

 
Please sit for our readings. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (16:9-15). 

 
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ 10When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman 
named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was 
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 
saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 
stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the Revelation to John (21:10,22–22:5). 

 
In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. 
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon 
to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory 
and the honour of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, 
nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through 
the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
for ever and ever. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as we sing our gradual hymn. 

 
God is Love: let heav'n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before him, 
And exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
He who spread the heav'ns above, 
He who breathes through all creation, 
He is Love, eternal Love. 
 
God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
All the world in one embrace; 
With unfailing grasp he holdeth, 
Every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
Under sorrow's iron rod, 
Then we find that selfsame aching 
Deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is Love: and though with blindness 
Sin afflicts the souls of men, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
Holds and guides them even then. 



 9 

Sin and death and hell shall never 
O'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
O'er the universe must reign. 

 
Please turn to face the Gospel Book as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 

 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  

All  Alleluia. 
He has defeated the powers of death.  

All  Alleluia. 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing.  

All  Alleluia.  
He has the words of eternal life.  

All  Alleluia. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Sing Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make 
our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. 
 
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, 
and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And 
now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, 
you may believe.  

 (John 14:23-29). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Sing Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Sermon – the Revd Sally Bedborough, Associate Priest. 
 
 

Please stand as we declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 
The Creed 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Knowing God’s love and affection for us, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Help us, Lord: 
All to love one another. 
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The prayers end as follows: 
 

God of mercy,  
All you know us and love us 

and hear our prayer: 
 keep us in the eternal fellowship of 
 Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace. 
 
The Peace 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
 
We remain standing as bread and wine are placed on the altar, and we 
sing our offertory hymn. 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 

O Lord of heaven and earth and sea, 
to thee all praise and glory be; 
how shall we show our love to thee, 
 who givest all? 
 
The golden sunshine, vernal air, 
sweet flowers and fruits, thy love declare; 
when harvests ripen, thou art there, 
 who givest all. 
 



 12 

For peaceful homes and healthful days, 
for all the blessings earth displays, 
we owe thee thankfulness and praise, 
 who givest all. 
 
Thou didst not spare thine only Son, 
but gav’st him for a world undone, 
and freely with that blessèd One 
 thou givest all. 
 
Thou giv’st the Spirit’s blessèd dower, 
Spirit of life, and love, and power, 
and dost his sevenfold graces shower 
 upon us all. 
 
For souls redeemed, for sins forgiven, 
for means of grace and hopes of heaven, 
Father, all praise to thee be given, 
 who givest all. 

 
We lose what on ourselves we spend, 
we have as treasure without end 
whatever, Lord, to thee we lend, 
 who givest all; 
 
To thee, from whom we all derive 
our life, our gifts, our power to give: 
O may we ever with thee live, 
 who givest all. 

 
 
The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 

All Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 
 
The Lord be with you 

Sing and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
Sing We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Sing It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Wondrous and merciful God, we thank and praise you 
because we did not choose you but you chose us.  
You destined us to become your friends 
from before the foundation of the world.  
You showed steadfast love and faithfulness  
to your covenant people 
and remembered your promises in every generation.  
Greater love has no one than you,  
because in Christ you laid down your life  
and turned us from servants into friends,  
and by your Spirit you raise us up 
to be your beloved companions for ever.  
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels 
and all who with your risen and ascended Son 
sit at your right hand on high,  
singing the hymn of your unending praise. 

 

Sing Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
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these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the  body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary, the mother of God,  
Saint Peter, Saint Osmund and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
in the words our Saviour taught us. 

 
Sing Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen, amen. 

 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

This is the true bread which comes from heaven. 
All  Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 
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Sing Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy, have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy, have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 grant us, grant us peace. 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia.  Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing.  
 
Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds by simultaneous 
administration (intinction). Please receive with both open hands.  
 
If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bring this service booklet 
with you. 

 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. 

Reply Amen. 
 
 
We remain seated to sing our post-communion hymn. 

 
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
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Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit 
till the work on earth is done. 

 
Jesus, my Redeemer, 
name above all names, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
O for sinners slain. 
 
When I stand in glory, 
I will see his face 
and there I'll serve my King for ever, 
in that holy place. 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
All Fill us, good Lord, with your Spirit of love; 

and as you have fed us with the one bread of heaven, 
so make us one in heart and mind, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.  
 
 
Announcements are made and Banns of Marriage are called. 
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SENDING 
 

Please stand as we sing our final hymn, before we are sent out with God’s 
blessing. 
 

City of God, how broad and far 
outspread thy walls sublime! 
The true thy chartered freemen are 
of every age and clime. 
 

One holy Church, one army strong, 
one steadfast, high intent; 
one working band, one harvest-song, 
one King omnipotent. 
 

How purely hath thy speech come down 
from man's primaeval youth! 
How grandly hath thine empire grown 
of freedom, love, and truth! 
 

How gleam thy watch-fires through the night 
with never-fainting ray! 
How rise thy towers, serene and bright, 
to meet the dawning day! 
 

In vain the surge's angry shock, 
in vain the drifting sands: 
unharmed upon the eternal Rock 
the eternal City stands. 

 

The Blessing 
 

May Christ, 
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

We are raised to new life with Christ. 
Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The ministers and people depart. 


