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WELCOME TO ST PETER’S CHURCH, PARKSTONE 
 
A warm welcome to our parish Eucharist, which lies at the heart of our 
Christian worship.  Here we shall be fed and nourished, challenged and 
encouraged.  As we prepare to sing, pray, listen and receive – let us still 
ourselves and become aware of God’s presence.  In the Lord’s love and 
wisdom; God knows our every need.  We take time to sit in quiet 
reflection, and to open our hearts to hear God’s word for us today. 
 
Today, we especially welcome the Westgarth family, as they thank God 
for the gift of life and bring Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi for baptism. 
 
We are invited to support the work of St Peter’s, to help us carry out our 
mission and ministry to our local community.  A collection will not be taken 
during the service, but there is provision for us to make our offering as 
we leave St Peter’s Church.   
 
It is also possible to make an offering by clicking 
the ‘donate’ button on our website: 
www.stpetersparkstone.org.uk or scanning the QR 
code.  Every donation is greatly appreciated, thank 
you. 
 
Refreshments will be served after the service.  
 
 
 
 

For any pastoral needs, or enquiries about weddings or baptisms 
please contact: 

 
Revd Mike Trotman, Rector revdmike@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

Phone: 07525 662999 
 

The parish office can be contacted on 01202 749085 or via email: 
office@stpetersparkstone.org.uk 

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000) 

material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music and hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI 20546. 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand and sing, as the service begins with a hymn. 
 

At the name of Jesus 
ev’ry knee shall bow, 
ev’ry tongue confess him 
King of glory now; 
’tis the Father’s pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who, from the beginning, 
was the mighty Word. 
 
At his voice creation 
sprang at once to sight, 
all the angels’ faces, 
all the hosts of light, 
thrones and dominations, 
stars upon their way, 
all the heav’nly orders 
in their great array. 
 
Humbled for a season, 
to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it, 
spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious 
when from death he passed. 
 
Bore it up triumphant 
with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures 
to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, 
to the Father’s breast, 
filled it with the glory 
of that perfect rest. 
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In your hearts enthrone him; 
there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, 
all that is not true; 
crown him as your captain 
in temptation’s hour; 
let his will enfold you 
in its light and pow’r. 
 
Truly, this Lord Jesus 
shall return again, 
with his Father’s glory, 
with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 
meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
King of glory now. 

 
 
The Greeting 
 

In the name of X the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
 
Please sit as informal words of welcome are offered. 
 

We rejoice today with the Westgarth family 
 as they thank God for the gift of life 

and bring Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi, for baptism. 
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Let us pray: 
 God our Creator, 

we thank you for the wonder of new life 
and for the mystery of human love. 
We give thanks for all whose support and skill 
surround and sustain the beginning of life. 
As Jesus knew love within a human family, 
may Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi 
grow in strength and wisdom. 
As Mary and Joseph knew the joys of parenthood, 
give to Vicky and Ben; Nicole and Jamie 
your sustaining grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
 
 
Please stand as we sing our hymn of praise to the Trinity – the Gloria.  
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 
 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer, and then leads the 
Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter. 
 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray to act according to love, as Jesus has commanded. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Please sit for our reading. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (11:1-18).  
 

News reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the 
Gentiles had received the word of God.  But when Peter arrived 
back in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him.  “You entered 
the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said.   
 
Then Peter told them exactly what had happened.  “I was in the town 
of Joppa,” he said, “and while I was praying, I went into a trance and 
saw a vision.   
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Something like a large sheet was let down by its four corners from 
the sky.  And it came right down to me.  When I looked inside the 
sheet, I saw all sorts of tame and wild animals, reptiles, and birds.  
And I heard a voice say, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.’  
 
“‘No, Lord,’ I replied.  ‘I have never eaten anything that our Jewish 
laws have declared impure or unclean.’ 
 
“But the voice from heaven spoke again: ‘Do not call something 
unclean if God has made it clean.’  This happened three times 
before the sheet and all it contained was pulled back up to heaven.  
 
“Just then three men who had been sent from Caesarea arrived at 
the house where we were staying.  The Holy Spirit told me to go 
with them and not to worry that they were Gentiles.  These six 
brothers here accompanied me, and we soon entered the home of 
the man who had sent for us.  He told us how an angel had appeared 
to him in his home and had told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, 
and summon a man named Simon Peter.  He will tell you how you 
and everyone in your household can be saved!’ 
 
“As I began to speak,” Peter continued, “the Holy Spirit fell on them, 
just as he fell on us at the beginning.  Then I thought of the Lord’s 
words when he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  And since God gave these Gentiles 
the same gift he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I to stand in God’s way?” 
 
When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began 
praising God.  They said, “We can see that God has also given the 
Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal 
life.” 
 
For the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as we sing our gradual hymn. 
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Father God, 
I wonder how I managed to exist 
without the knowledge of your parenthood 
and your loving care. 
But now I am your child, 
I am adopted in your family 
and I can never be alone, 
’cause, Father God, you’re there beside me. 
 
I will sing your praises, 
I will sing your praises, 
I will sing your praises, 
for evermore. (x2) 

 
 
Please turn to face the Gospel Book as we welcome the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may 
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’ 

All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time has come for 
the Son of Man to enter into his glory, and God will be glorified 
because of him.  And since God receives glory because of the Son, 
he will give his own glory to the Son, and he will do so at once.  Dear 
children, I will be with you only a little longer.  And as I told the 
Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but you can’t come where I 
am going.  So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other.  Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  Your 
love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.”  

(John 13:31-35). 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please sit as we reflect on God’s Word. 
 
Short talk – the Revd Mike Trotman, Rector. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF BAPTISM 
 
The Decision 
 

Vicky and Ben; Nicole and Jamie, to request Christian baptism for 
Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi is to make a solemn promise to be a 
disciple of Jesus, to learn the way of life which he taught, and with 
God’s help to follow him as best you can.   
 
It also means taking responsibility for working out a faith to live by, 
remaining open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and treating the 
faith and feelings of others with respect, tolerance and compassion. 
 
Do you wish Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi to be received into the 
Church by baptism, pledging yourself to seek to walk the way of 
Jesus, stepping into the new life of his resurrection, and opening 
yourself to all who have revealed God’s love to humankind? 
Parents: We do. 
 
As godparents, do you, Vicky and Ben; Nicole and Jamie; Gareth, 
Michelle and Oliver support the parents’ intention for Theo, Amelia, 
Elias and Bodhi to follow the Christian path? 
Godparents: We do. 
 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
To follow Christ means endeavouring to let go ways of living which 
are unloving and separate us from each other, and to live 
resourcefully and healthily for each other.  
 
Do you wish to be a companion of Jesus Christ? 

All I firmly wish to do this. 
 
Do you wish for a life marked by love, forgiveness and acceptance? 

All I firmly wish to do this. 
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Do you wish to live in a way which is life affirming rather than life 
denying? 

All I firmly wish to do this. 
 
 
The Baptism 

 
Please stand, as Revd Mike stands before the water of baptism and says: 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, for your gift of water in creation. 

All We give you thanks and praise. 
 
For your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, bringing light and life. 

All We give you thanks and praise. 
 

For your Son Jesus Christ, baptised in the river Jordan. 
All We give you thanks and praise. 

 
For your gift of new birth and your new creation by water  
and the Spirit. 

All We give you thanks and praise.  
 
Father, accept our sacrifice of praise; may your holy and life-giving 
Spirit move upon these waters.  
 
Bring those who are baptised to new birth in the family of your 
Church, and make them one with Christ in the freedom of your 
kingdom. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Profession of Faith 
 

Let us affirm,  
together with the Westgarth family, 
our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
 
Revd Mike baptises the candidates by the pouring of water and saying:  

 
I baptise you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The Sign of the Cross 
 
Revd Mike makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each child who 
has been baptised, with the words: 
 

I sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ.  Christ claims you for 
his own.  You are important and precious in his sight.  Do not be 
ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified:  
 

All Live courageously as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world 
and all that is evil, and remain faithful to Christ to the end of 
your life. 
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Parents and godparents are invited to sign the candidates with the sign 
of the cross. 
 
 
The Welcome 
 
Revd Mike and the congregation, representing the whole Church, 
welcome the newly baptised: 
 

Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi; may God, who has received you by 
baptism into his Church, pour upon you the riches of his grace, that 
within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people you may daily be 
renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the 
saints in glory. 
 

All We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of 
the same heavenly Father; we welcome you! 

 
 
The Prayers 
 

We thank you, Father, for the gift of the life of these children who 
have been baptised.  May your blessing of peace and joy be with 
them and protect them all of their days. 
 
Grant that Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi may grow in the faith in 
which they have been baptised, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in them.  

 
We pray for their parents, Vicky and Ben; Nicole and Jamie: give 
them the Spirit of wisdom and love, that their home may reflect the 
joy of your eternal kingdom: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Baptismal Blessing 
 

Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi,  
today God has touched you with his love 
and given you a place within his Church. 
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God bless your eyes 
that you may have clarity of vision, 
God bless your mouths 
that you may speak the truth, 
God bless your ears 
that you may hear all that is good which is spoken to you, 
God bless your hearts 
that you may be filled with love, 
God bless your feet 
that you may walk a true path. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Please sit for our prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

It is God’s love that has drawn us here together. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Lord, you show us: 

All what loving really means. 
 
The prayers end as follows: 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
Please stand as the president introduces the peace. 
 
The Peace 
 

Alleluia.  Christ has been raised from the dead. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
We remain standing as bread and wine are placed on the altar, and we 
sing our offertory hymn. 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 

Love is his word, love is his way, 
feasting with all, fasting alone, 
living and dying, rising again, 
love only love, is his way. 
 
Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
better than splendour and wealth. 
 
Love is his way, love is his mark, 
sharing his last Passover feast, 
Christ at the table, host to the twelve, 
love, only love, is his mark. 

 
Love is his mark, love is his sign, 
bread for our strength, wine for our joy, 
‘This is my body, this is my blood.’ 
Love, only love, is his sign. 
 
Love is his sign, love is his news, 
‘Do this,’ he said, ‘lest you forget 
all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.’ 
Love, only love, is his news. 
 
Love is his news, love is his name,  
we are his own, chosen and called, 
family, brethren, cousins and kin. 
Love, only love, is his name. 
 
Love is his name, love is his law, 
hear his command, all who are his,  
‘Love one another, I have loved you.’ 
Love, only love, is his law. 
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Love is his law, love is his word: 
love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
love of the Spirit, God ever one, 
love, only love, is his word.  
 
 

The president offers prayer for the preparation of the altar. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer (E) 

 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
We give you thanks and praise 
for the gospel we have received. 
Christ died for our sins. Alleluia. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Death comes to all through Adam, 
and sin reigns for a time. 
New life without end comes through Christ, 
and he reigns for ever. Alleluia. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Death, where is your victory? 
Death, where is your sting? 
Death is swallowed up in victory, 
the victory you give us in Christ. Alleluia. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
We have been crucified with Christ, 
and live his risen life, 
to praise you for ever with angels and archangels. 

 
Sing Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
X Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
 
The consecrated bread and wine are raised in the sight of the people, 
and the Sanctus bell is rung as we honour Christ’s presence among us. 
 
After a moment’s silence, please sit for The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
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All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

All  Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always.  

 
Sing Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
 
 Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 grant us peace. 
 
 
The president invites the people to receive communion. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia.  Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  
All Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
All are welcome to come forward to receive communion or a blessing.  
 
Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds by simultaneous 
administration (intinction). Please receive with both open hands.  
 
If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bring this service booklet 
with you. 
 
We remain seated to sing our post-communion hymn.  
 

Such love, pure as the whitest snow; 
such love weeps for the shame I know; 
such love, paying the debt I owe; 
O Jesus, such love. 
 
Such love, stilling my restlessness; 
such love, filling my emptiness; 
Such love, showing me holiness; 
O Jesus, such love. 
 
Such love springs from eternity; 
such love, streaming through history; 
such love, fountain of life to me; 
O Jesus, such love. 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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Announcements are made and Banns of Marriage may be called. 
 
 
The Symbol of Light 
 
Revd Mike presents lighted candles, lit from the Easter Candle, 
(representing the risen Christ) and says:  
 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given 
us a place with the saints in light. 
 
Theo, Amelia, Elias and Bodhi, you have received the light of Christ; 
walk in this light all the days of your life.  
 

All Shine as a light in the world, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

SENDING 
 
Please stand as we sing our final hymn, before we are sent out with God’s 
blessing. 
 

O Jesus, I have promised 
To serve thee to the end; 
Be thou for ever near me, 
My Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
If thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 
If thou wilt be my guide. 
 
O let me hear thee speaking 
In accents clear and still, 
Above the storms of passion, 
The murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
To hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, 
Thou guardian of my soul. 
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O Jesus, thou hast promised 
To all who follow thee, 
That where thou art in glory 
There shall thy servant be; 
And, Jesus, I have promised 
To serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow, 
My Master and my Friend. 
 
O let me see thy footmarks, 
And in them plant mine own; 
My hope to follow duly 
Is in thy strength alone; 
O guide me, call me, draw me, 
Uphold me to the end; 
And then in heaven receive me, 
My Saviour and my Friend. 

 
 
The Blessing 
 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has given us the victory, 
give you joy and peace in your faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
X the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 


