
“THOUGHTFUL SPOT”  -  22.05.22 – “Easter 6”  
Acts 16 vv.9-15: On his missionary travels in Macedonia, on the northern borders of Greece, St Paul came 
to the city of Thyatira, now a modern Turkish city. There, he met a lady, Lydia. Faithfully, she welcomed the 
Good News of Jesus, was baptised with her household and invited him to stay with them. .       
Revelation 21 v.10 - 22 v.5: St John the Divine describes his vision of God’s city in heaven. It has no need 
of sun or moon because it is permanently lit by God’s glory and the glory of kings and people of all nations 
who have been faithful. The gates will never be shut, but evil-doers will not be allowed in, only those whom 
Jesus, The Lamb, has recorded in His book of the faithful.                              
St John 14 vv.23-29: Jesus, speaking with His disciples, says those who love Him will keep His Word and 
will be blessed with His Father’s love from Whom His Word comes. He says He is going to have to leave 
them, but will send The Holy Spirit and His Peace to inspire and reassure them. He says they should be glad 
because He is going to be reunited with His Father 

 

 
 

Today’s reading from St John’s Gospel recalls how Jesus told His disciples He was going to have to leave 

them, echoing his other predictions that He was going to have to suffer and die at the hands of the Roman 

and Jewish authorities. However, He reassures them by saying He will send The Holy Spirit to inspire them 

and bless them with His peace. 

A key statement of Jesus in this passage is this: 

“Those who love me will keep my Word. and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make 

our home with them.”  “God’s Word” is a powerful concept throughout the Bible.  

St John’s Gospel begins by identifying Jesus as God’s Word, saying this:  

“In the beginning was The Word, and the Word was with God; and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God”. 

This means we see in Jesus the incarnation and embodiment of all God’s eternal qualities of wisdom, creative 

power and love. 

Our first reading give us an account of the way St Paul in Macedonia brought the Good News of Jesus so 

powerfully to Lydia and her household that they become believers and wanted to be baptised.  

Then, they generously welcomed St Paul into their home as a base for his missionary work in their region.  

This simple story contrasts with St John the Divine’s complex and amazing vision of God’s city in heaven.  

There, His glory shines so brightly that there is no need for sun or moon. It is also lit by the glory of national 

leaders and people of all nations who have been faithful to God. The gates of heaven will always be open to 

welcome the faithful. Evil-doers will not be allowed in, but only those whom Jesus, The Lamb, has recorded 

in His book of the faithful. 

This reading tells us God’s eternal Word is universal, rather like how today human words flow via the internet 

throughout the world between individuals, friendship groups, commercial companies and international 

organisations, hopefully in good ways; but also, because of human sinfulness, often in evil ways, which, as 

St John tell us, have no place in God’s heaven. 

So, in today’s readings, we see God’s Word alive in simple acts of faithfulness and kindness between St Paul 

and Lydia in Macedonia and also in the mind-blowing vision of God’s eternity to which we and all people are 

drawn if we are faithful to God and Jesus. 



Our celebration of Easter continues to assert that in and from the suffering and resurrection of Jesus we see 

the eternal, all-embracing, powerful Word and love of God.  

Here’s a parable by Anthony de Mello from his book, “The Heart of The Enlightened”.  

It  reflects the eternal and immediate meaning of Easter in a very stark way. 

As you hear this parable, where do you see Jesus in it?  

And where do you see yourself, as an interested observer, or one of the people taking part in it? 

“There was a prisoner in a concentration camp,  

who, even though he was under the sentence of death, was fearless and free. 

One day, he was seen in the prison yard playing his guitar. A large crowd gathered.  

Under the spell of his music, they became as fearless as he. 

The prison guards forbade him to play. But the next day, there he was again, singing and playing with an 

even larger crowd around him.   The guards dragged him away and cut off his fingers. 

Next day, he was back, singing and making what music he could with his bleeding fingers.  

The crowd were cheering.  The guards dragged him away again and smashed his guitar. 

The following day, he was singing again with all his heart. What a song! So pure and uplifting! The crowd 

joined in, and while the singing lasted, their hearts became as pure as his, and their spirits invincible.  

So angry were the guards this time that they cut out his tongue! 

A grief-ridden hush descended on the concentration camp. 

To the astonishment of everyone, he was back in the prison yard the next day,  

swaying and dancing to a silent music that no-one could hear. 

And soon, everyone was holding hands and dancing around this bleeding, broken figure in the centre,  

while the guards stood, rooted to the ground in wonder.” 

So, now, in a time of silent reflection, use your imagination to reflect on that modern parable with these three 

questions:  

1. Where and how do you see Jesus in it?  

2. What is this story saying about Jesus and the resurrection?  

3. How might you see yourself in it? As an observer, a prisoner or a guard? 

(A time for silent reflection) 

Finally, praise God for the wonder and reassurance of Easter with these two verses from the 1861 hymn by 

Francis Potts;: 

The strife is o’er, the battle done;        

the victory of life is won;              

the song of triumph has begun.            

Alleluia! 

Lord, by the stripes that wounded Thee 

From death’s sting Thy servants free, 

That we may live and sing to Thee 

Alleluia! Amen.                    

 

 


